
Newton Health Advisory Council 
Minutes of April 22, 2025 

 
Attendees – Carolyn Bernstein, Molly Doris-Pierce, Michelle Freshman, Janet Huettig, Matt Stafford, 
Shin-Yi Lao 
 
 

1. Introductions 
 

2. Highlights of current HHS projects 
a. Mental Health May: HHS is planning several events in collaboration with other city 

departments to provide education and resources around various mental health related 
topics. HHS is also planning a social media campaign on mental health. 

b. FDA Retail Food Regulatory Program Standards: HHS has again been awarded a grant 
from the National Environmental Health Association for continuous improvement of our 
retail food regulatory program and improving our conformance with the program 
standards.  

c. Vaccines for Children program: HHS has launched a program providing childhood 
vaccines free of charge to residents with barriers to accessing care. Discussed 
possibilities for a broader awareness campaign related to vaccines. 

 
3. Role of the Health Advisory Council and goals for FY26: Health Advisory Council would like to 

hear about current initiatives and challenges, provide advice, and help publicize events, 
programs, etc. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted by the Newton Health and Human Services Department 


