
 

Monday, June 22, 2026

Crystal Lake and the Lap Pool at the Gath Pool Complex Are Closed

In the interest of public safety and public health, we are closing Crystal Lake
and the lap pool at the Gath Pool Complex for at least a week.

Crystal Lake Closed Because of Harmful Algal Blooms

Swimming at Crystal Lake is closed due to the presence of cyanobacterial
harmful algal blooms in a portion of the lake. The toxins from these algae can
make people and pets sick if they swallow the water, have direct skin contact
with it, or inhale water droplets."

No one – humans or pets – should have contact with the water in any part of
the lake. Please observe the following restrictions:

Do not swim in Crystal Lake
Do not swallow water from Crystal Lake
Do not boat in Crystal Lake
Keep animals away from Crystal Lake
If accidental water contact occurs, rinse off immediately

Season passes for the lake will be honored at Gath Pool while this closure is
in effect.
 
Temporary Closure of Gath Lap Pool

At approximately 12:05 a.m. on Sunday, June 21, security cameras at the
Gath Pool Complex captured a group of individuals lighting fireworks and
throwing a beer bottle over the fence into the Gath Pool Complex.

When staff arrived to prepare the facility for opening on Sunday morning,
they discovered glass on the pool deck, in the lap pool gutters, at the bottom
of the lap pool, and near the picnic table area. Our aquatics staff immediately
closed the lap pool and contacted our pool contractor and the Newton Health
and Human Services Department for guidance. 

To ensure the safety of all patrons, the facility will undergo a complete
draining, sweeping, power washing, and refilling process which is expected
to be completed in about a week.

The regular pool will remain open during this time.



The Newton Police Department is actively investigating this incident. If you
have any information, please contact the Newton Police at 617-796-2123 or
the NPD anonymous tip line at 617-796-2121.

 *********************************

Thank you for your patience, understanding, and support as we work to
reopen Crystal Lake and the lap pool for the community. 

Mayor Marc C. Laredo
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