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STAFF MEMORANDUM 
 

Meeting Date: June 18, 2026     
DATE:  June 15, 2026 
TO:   Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission      
FROM:   Kimberly Rose Crocker, Senior Preservation Planner 
Meeting Link:  https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/85028868440  
     
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District 
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being reviewed 
and the application process, which may be useful in their review and decision-making process of the 
Chestnut Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the Chestnut Hill HDC 
can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application.  
 
Applications 
46 Malia Terrace- Request for Certificate of Appropriateness 
Application Link:  https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/929081  
Date Built: 1951 
Applicant: Robert Linn 
 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:  
This 1951 International Style was designed by nationally recognized Stanley Myers. Myers (1923-2010) 
was a Boston-area architect, who designed many Mid-Century Modern structures across Newton and 
expanded to Brookline, Weston, and other surrounding towns. This house is an example of his early work. 
The house features a flat roof with a wide, boxed overhang. It is asymmetrical in design with the door not 
taking focus, as is expected with the International style. 
 
PROPOSED WORK: 
The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to review the request to remove a chimney, 
replace fascia over the living wing, replace existing skylights, add vent pipes, and relocate the ventilation 
hood exhaust. The proposed work removes the front-most chimney, clad in stone, on the bedroom wing. 
Thes stone taken from this chimney will be applied to the existing brick chimney on the same wing. An 
exhaust pipe is proposed for installation where the demolished chimney was. An exhaust pipe further 
back from the chimney will be removed as well. Note: the roof and skylights on the bedroom wing were 
approved at the November 20, 2025 meeting. The alterations to the fascia has changed from the 
previous approval where it was proposed with a +/-3 in. depth, whereas it is now +/- 4 in.  
 
The proposed alterations to the living wing are the removal of three existing exhaust pipes. Removal of an 
existing bubble skylight, which will be replaced by a lower-profile skylight matching the November 20, 
2025 skylight approval. A new range exhaust is proposed for installation near the existing exhaust. Note: 
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the roof on the living wing was approved at the November 20, 2025 meeting. Similarly to the bedroom 
wing, the alterations to the fascia has changed from the previous approval.  
 
 61 Gate House Road- Request for Certificate of Appropriateness 
Application Link: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/930013  
Date Built: 1905 
Applicant: Drew Tessier 
 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:  
The 1905 Colonial Revival was built on farmland that belonged to Isaac Kingsbury. The original address 
appears to have been 22 Reservoir Avenue; the original lot extended to both sides of Firth Road (now 
Nancy Road) with the west property line bordered by Reservoir Avenue and the east property line 
bordered by Norfolk Road (now Gate House Road.) William and Isabella Firth lived in the house by 1907; 
William was the president of a firm in the Post Office Building in Boston. The 1910 U.S. Federal Census 
shows that William and Isabella Firth lived in the house with their daughter Pauline and three English 
servants, Emma Wright, Margaret Fraser and Sarah A. Atkinson. William’s occupation is listed as a 
machinery importer. 
 
PROPOSED WORK: 
The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to extend lattice to screen the spa 
mechanicals and the underside of the stairs. The proposed material, orientation, color, and design is the 
same as the existing lattice under enclosing the deck facing Nancy Road.  
 
61 Gate House Road- Request for Certificate of Appropriateness 
Application Link: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/925780  
Date Built: 1905 
Applicant: Scott Cornish 
 
PROPOSED WORK: 
The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to install a fence running 93 feet in length on 
the lot line perpendicular to Nancy Road. The proposed fence is 6 feet tall closed board using natural 
cedar, and finished with a solid white stain. It will adjoin the neighbor’s existing white fence, and 
terminate 9 feet and 7 inches from Nancy Road in the northwest corner of the property. The applicant has 
supplied medical information to demonstrate the need for the fence as necessary accommodation. The 
commission should consider a Certificate of Hardship if a Certificate of Appropriateness is not achieved. 
 
Should the Commission deny the COA and consider a Certificate of Hardship, the process must mirror 
what is required for reasonable accommodation under the Fair Housing Act. A reasonable 
accommodation is one that is reasonable and necessary to afford the individual with a disability the 
equal opportunity to use and enjoy housing.   
 
215 Chestnut Hill Road- Request for Certificate of Appropriateness 
Application Link: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/929674  
Date Built: 1953 
Applicant: Tom Jin 
 
Note: Exterior features of properties located on Nos. 147 through 256 Chestnut Hill Road that are 
visible from a private way are subject to limited review per Newton Ordinance Sec. 22-42(c). 

 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:  
This is a 1953 Colonial Revival featuring an additive garage with connection wing. The main mass is side 
gabled with three dormers on the front façade and a slightly off-center chimney. The garage is front 
gabled and features two doors, and a second story in the gable end.  
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PROPOSED WORK: 
The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for various alterations to the massing. 
Currently, the first floor of the main mass, extending from the entry to the left front corner, is slightly 
recessed into the main mass. The proposal is to bump this section out to be flush with the remainder of 
the main façade. The proposal includes also widening the center dormer to accentuate the entry below. 
This will also include adding a new window into the dormer. In the garage connection, the proposal 
includes raising the roofline to create more headspace for a second floor. This would result in the 
addition of three more windows on the second level of the connector. Additionally, the garage roof height 
would also be raised.  
 
Note: staff requested a side by side of the roof existing and proposed and did not receive it at the time of 
the writing of this staff memo.  
 
340 Hammond Street- Request for Certificate of Appropriateness 
Application Link: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/929800    
Date Built: 1900 
Applicant: Colin Smith 
 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:  
The 1900 Colonial Revival house appears to have been designed by Winslow, Wetherill and Bigelow for 
Andrew N. Winslow, a broker in Boston. The Banker & Tradesman publication listed a stable designed by 
Winslow, Wetherill and Bigelow and built by H.H. Hunt of West Newton. 
 
PROPOSED WORK: 
The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to replace the second level sunroom 
windows. The house is oriented sideways on the lot, with the right side parallel to Hammond Street. The 
sunroom is attached to the rear, but remains visible from Hammond St. The proposal is to install new 
wood casement windows and replicate the appearance of the existing with new materials.  
 
130 Beacon Street- Request for Certificate of Appropriateness 
Application Link: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/929706  
Date Built: 1891 
Applicant: Liz Forester 
 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:  
The dwelling is a Colonial Revival built in 1924 by architect S. S. Eisenberg. The building spans five bays 
and is two-and-a-half stories high. Additionally, it features a single bay, two-story wing on the left and a 
single story enclosed sun porch on the right. The property the house was constructed on once belonged 
to the Lee family, but was not developed until a building permit was filed for Mr. and Mrs. David A 
Chapman in 1924. On the building permit the architect was listed as S. S. Eisenberg and the builder as 
John P. Curley. 
 
PROPOSED WORK: 
The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to replace windows, light fixtures, and repave 
the driveway for ADA parking and loading area. On the main façade facing Beacon Street, the proposed 
changes are updating lighting, and replacing the windows. On the east elevation, the proposal includes 
replacing the windows and the garage entry door. On the rear (south) elevation, the proposal is to replace 
the windows, add new lighting fixtures and replace the existing fixtures to maintain consistency. Finally, 
the changes to the west elevation are to place windows in door openings and fill in the remainder of the 
door opening.  
 
Note: In-kind work and basic maintenance as follows will be issued a staff approval: gutters and 
downspouts, dormer copper seam repairs, repointing of brick, replacement of damaged slate 
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shingles, matching trim where damaged, roof membrane punctures repair, repair to guardrail, 
repair to existing entry railings, repointing of brick risers, in-kind replacement of broken blue-stone 
treads, repointing of chimney, chimney flashing repairs, and roof to wall flashing resealing. 
 
Note: Work not reviewable by the Commission is the area of driveway paving since it is not visible 
from the public way.  
 
246 Beacon Street- Request for Certificate of Appropriateness 
Application Link: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/929990  
Date Built: ca. 1916 
Applicant: Mark Lewis 
 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:  
The circa 1916 Colonial Revival house was designed by Edward Thomas Patrick Graham for Vincent P. 
Roberts who was a wool merchant in Boston. Graham also designed 41 Lee Road, the Mary Immaculate 
of Lourdes Roman Catholic Church in Newton Upper Falls, Saint Philip Neri Roman Catholic Church, and 
the Newton Catholic High School. He also designed many Catholic Churches and institutional buildings 
in and around Boston. The 1920 U.S. Federal Census lists Vincent P. Roberts living in the house with his 
wife Mary F., sons Vincent P. Roberts Junior and Raymond H., mother-in-law Josephine A. Werner and 
servant Emma J. Hanson. 
 
PROPOSED WORK: 
The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to replace the first-floor windows to match 
the second-floor windows which were previously approved by the CHHDC. The second-floor windows 
were installed incorrectly, and they are returning for approval of the full replacement.  
 
Administrative Discussion 
Minutes: Minutes for approval.   
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