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Newton Parks & Recreation Commission 
Meeting Minutes 

7:00 p.m. – Thursday, May 21, 2026 
 

Attending: Arthur Magni, Byron Dunker, Marc Welch, Commissioner, Sheila Butts, Beth Wilkinson, Mark 
Feldhusen, Randy Johnson, Caitlin Cusick, Mary Fitzgerald, Ted Chapman, Jack Neville (not voting) 
 
Meeting begins at 7:08pm 
 

1. Meeting Minutes – April  
• Approved 8-0 

 
2. Newton Little League – Sign proposal- Public Hearing – Terry Morris, John Murnane, Devon Angelino 

• Newton Little League is requesting permission to erect a 4’x8’, 42” tall, donor sign adjacent to Murphy 
Field, outside the fence facing the pool, honoring those contributors to the Murphy Field lights 
campaign and improvements. 

• Mr. Murnane stated the location of the sign is important, the sign does not face the road, it faces the 
pool. The sign lists the category of donors.   

• Mr. Chapman commented the sign is a fixed time, how will you acknowledge donors moving forward, 
will you request another sign, add a QR code to the existing sign to list other donors on a webpage. 
Mr. Murnane stated a QR code is an option. Newton will be hosting a little league tournament this 
year, it will be nice for participants and attendees to see the sign.  

• Ms. Fitzgerald asked why the sign must be so big. Mr. Murnane stated they used the current world 
champion sign as a barometer for balance, easy to read and recognizable.  

• Ms. Cusick asked if other groups use the field. Ms. Butts reported other groups and camps do use the 
field. Mr. Johnson asked if a new sign would be requested for new donors. Mr. Murnane stated a new 
sign would not be requested for new donors, this sign coincides with light & field renovation project.  

• Ms. Wilknson is concerned about the size of the sign, the Championship sign is about history, a donor 
sign is different.  Is a smaller sign an option. Mr. Morris confirmed a smaller sign is an option. Mr. 
Murnane suggested making the sign a 3’x6’ sign.  Ms. Butts asked if a QR code could be included. Mr. 
Murnane agreed that a QR code can be added to the sign.  

 
Ms. Butts approved the proposal with the change to the size of the sign to a 3’x6’ sign, including a QR code. Ms. 

Wilkinson seconded the motion. Motion passed 8-0 
 

3. Bike Share Stations – Jenn Martin 
• The city is in an exciting position to site ten new grant-funded blue bikes stations to help connect 

residents, employees, and visitors to alternative transportation options and provide an opportunity for 
healthy recreation. We recommend siting these stations on parkland as they are strong station 
locations near parks and other amenities while providing a unique opportunity for partnership with 
Parks and Recreation and the Parks and recreation Commission. 

• The six proposed city park locations: 
o Gath Pool 
o Lowell Park 
o Walker Park  
o Newton Centre Green South 
o Hewton Highlands – playing fields 
o Christina St Bridge – Upper Falls 

• Mr. Chapman commented it is a shame to pave over the grass in Newton Centre Green. Ms. Martin 
stated the site was moved to the Green from the parking lot to keep the parking spaces. Mr. Chapman 
asked for the funding source; Ms. Martin reported the project is funded by a federal grant. 
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• Ms. Fitzgerald asked if there has been any consideration reaching out to Community Ed or the schools 
to provide bike safety classes.  Commissioner Welch commented that Recreation Manager Channon 
Ames has annual bike safety classes for the younger kids. 

• Ms. Wilkinson asked if there is data regarding the demographic on who uses the blue bikes.  Ms. 
Martin stated currently there is no data. 

 
Mr. Feldhusen made the motion to move the proposal to a public hearing.  Ms. Wilkinson seconded the motion. 

Motion passed 8-0 
 

4. Newton Centre Plaza – John Rice- Chief of Community Services 
• Mr. Rice reported at the request of the Mayor and City Council he and Josh Morse, Chief Operating 

Officer, are jointly chairing a working group including all interested parties in the use of the Newton 
Centre Green and Plaza. Included in this group are DPW & P & R Dept and Ms. Wilkinson and Mr. 
Chapman, representing the P & R Commission.  

 
5. Oak Hill Off-Leash Area  

• Commissioner Welch reported there has been requests to find a location on the south side of the city 
for an off-leash area.  The previous Commissioner began discussion with the Oak Hill neighbors for a 
site at Memorial Playground, there was a community meeting last October.  Currently we are 
beginning discussions, gathering information and speaking with other interested parties of the Oak Hill 
neighborhood.  The department needs time to gather the information.  There has been consideration 
to have a pilot program at Sawmill Brook Parkway. This will be a thoughtful process, and the city will 
review all opportunities for an off-leash area in the south side of the city.    

• Mr. Chapman asked if there are criteria for an off-leash area and what the minimum acreage would be.  
And if fencing is required how does that work with a pilot program. Commissioner Welch stated there 
are criteria for developing an off-leash area, there are no criteria regarding the size of an area. 
Currently there are both fenced and non-fenced off-leash areas.  For a pilot program a less permanent 
fence material may be used.  

• Ms. Wilkinson asked if the trees in Sawmill Brook Parkway would be preserved.  Commissioner Welch 
confirmed the placement would work around the trees.  

• Ms. Butts commented she lives in the Oak Hill neighborhood and has spoken with neighbors both for 
and against the Memorial Park off-leash area.  Ms. Butts believes Memorial Playground is not a good 
location for an off-leash park.  The neighbors’ homes are very close to the park and having an off-leash 
area on a playground is not a good idea. The children from the Solomon Schecter School use the 
playground. 

 
6. Commissioner’s Report 

• The Albemarle field renovation project is on time for the fall, except for the lights 
• Summer Camp staff hiring is in process. Besides NPS, Parks & Recreation have the most seasonal staff. 

There are around 300 seasonal staff every summer, 100-120 new employees, most of them this is their 
first job.  

• Aquatics Division is preparing to open for the season 
o There are issues with the upper falls splash pad. The splash pad is under warranty and is being 

repaired 
• Budget went before the Programs & Services Committee. P & R Gained some line items: 

o Field Maintenance 
o Two additional Forestry staff 

• Mr. Feldhusen asked if Forestry interns have been considered.  Commissioner Welch replied yes, but 
there are not a lot of people who do this work.  Recreation Manager, Channon Ames has two interns 
for summer camp this year.  

• Mr. Rice announced the Programs & Services Committee voted unanimously to appoint Mr. Welch as 
the P & R Commissioner.   
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• Mr. Chapman asked who will manage Forestry. Commissioner Welch will continue to manage the day-
to-day tasks; the new staff person will manage the crew. 

 
7. Committee Reports  

• Community Preservation Committee -B. Dunker 
o No report 

• Urban Tree Commission – B. Wilkinson 
o Ms. Wilkinson asked who will chair the Urban Tree Commission meetings.  Commissioner 

Welch stated the City Forester or Depat Commissioner can chair the meeting and he will 
remain as the chairperson. 

o Tree plantings are going well 
• Farm Commission – T. Chapman 

o Laila Bravo, Newton Resident, is the new Executive Director of the Farm. Current Director Greg 
Maslow leaves in December. 

o June 11 is the 20th Anniversary Celebration 
• Commonwealth Golf Foundation – J. Neville 

o Storm Water project is wrapping up. 
• PRC Signage and Naming Committee – M. Feldhusen 

o A meeting is scheduled next week with Andrew Lee, City Law Department, to review current 
info city ordinances.  Mr. Magni asked if the city ordinance applies to parks. Mr. Feldhusen 
confirmed they do apply to parks  

 
8. New Business 

• No New Business 
 
 
Meeting adjourned 8:58pm 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Robin McLaughlin 
Commission Secretary 
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Newton Little League Sign 
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Bike Share  

 

 

 


