
CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
Commission on Disability 

Accessible Housing Subcommittee 
AGENDA 

Meeting Date: 
Location:  
Time:   

June 15, 2026. 
Zoom 
7:00 pm 

This meeting will be a virtual meeting that will take place via Zoom. To view and 
participate, go to  https://newtonma-
gov.zoom.us/j/81822436471?pwd=tdcWkMIEXcHvOHdF4iI3sY3KKkVANa.1 or 
dial +16469313860,,81822436471# 

1. Subcommittee Elections for Chair
2. Subcommittee Procedures
3. Initial Priorities
4. Partnerships
5. Future Meeting Dates
6. Adjourn

The location of this meeting is wheelchair accessible and reasonable accommodations 
will be provided to persons with disabilities requiring assistance. If you need a 
reasonable accommodation, please contact the city of Newton’s ADA/Sec.504 
Coordinator at least two business days in advance of the meeting: 
ADACoordinator@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. For Telecommunications Relay 
Service, please dial 711 or call City Hall’s TTY/TDD line at 617-796-1089. 
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Possible partnerships 

 

 

1. Newton Fair and Affordable Housing Partnership 

https://www.newtonma.gov/government/planning/boards-commissions/fair-and-

affordable-housing-partnership 

 

Marva Serotkin, chair.   

 

For questions about the Fair and Affordable Housing Partnership, please contact Acting 

Director of Housing, Shaylyn Davis-Iannaco at sdavis@newtonma.gov.  

Meets the fourth Tuesday of every month at 5pm. 

 

 

 

2. The Housing Advocacy Leadership Team (HALT), run by BCIL and 

DPC 

"You’ve heard it a million times: we need more housing. We need affordable housing. 

And we need it NOW. And we do — but the missing piece is accessible housing. We, at 

BCIL, fight for all three at the same time. 

The puzzle of better housing for our state has two parts: making existing housing 

accessible in every way, and pushing for the housing that’s being built to have a 

percentage of accessible and affordable units available for rent. We’ve been joining 

forces with grassroots groups across the state to turn what is now seen as “a good idea” 

into law. And in this time of cuts across federal and state governments, we’re making it 

a priority to protect accessible, subsidized housing.   

Our Senior Community Organizer, Noel Sanders, joined consumers from the HALT 

group yesterday to testify at the 2026 Budget Hearing at the Massachusetts State 

House. The Housing Advocacy Leadership Team (HALT) went before the Ways and 

Means committee to tell legislators that accessible housing programs must be 

protected. As a three-person panel, they spoke about why the need for accessible and 

affordable housing vouchers keeps growing. They testified in support of line item 7004-

9030, which provides funding for the Alternative Housing Voucher Program (AHVP). 

AHVP is one of the few programs that serves a broad portion of Massachusetts 

residents — but it remains a small program compared to the overwhelming need. It 

provides vouchers that subsidize rent for disabled MA residents between ages 18 and 

60 who earn 80% or less of the Area Median Income (AMI). There are thousands of 

https://www.newtonma.gov/government/planning/boards-commissions/fair-and-affordable-housing-partnership
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people who fit this demographic while also being single and lower income. In the past 

year alone, 94,895 people applied for AHVP — 20,000 more than the previous year. 

HALT is a consumer group founded by BCIL and the Disability Policy Consortium 

(DPC).  

Reach out to Noel at nsanders@bostoncil.org if you’d like to attend upcoming 

meetings!” 

 

3. Massachusetts Office On Disability, MOD 

Jeff Dougan at MOD is willing to have a conversation to help with advocacy on the local 

level.  Contact jeff.dougan@mass.gov  

Jeffrey L. Dougan 

Assistant Director for Community Services 

Massachusetts Office on Disability 

 

Ralph DeCicco is an Access Specialist with MOD and he will also be available for a 

conversation with the subcommittee, Ralph.DeCicco@mass.gov. 

 

4. Newton Planning and Development 

Contact Lara Kritzer, Acting Deputy Director, for coordinating with builders, inspectors, 

etc. at lkritzer@newtonma.gov 
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