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Newton Parks & Recreation Commission 
Meeting Minutes 

7:00 p.m. – Monday, April 27, 2026 
 

Attending: Arthur Magni, Byron Dunker, Marc Welch, Acting Commissioner, Sheila Butts, Beth Wilkinson, Mark 
Feldhusen, Randy Johnson, Caitlin Cusick, Mary Fitzgerald, Ted Chapman, John Rice, Chief Community Services 
Officer 
 
Meeting begins at 7:00pm 
 

1. Meeting Minutes – March 
• Approved 8-0 

 
2. Outdoor Special Events – Public Hearing 

• Nonantum Village Day- June 7 – Terry Sauro 
o There were no public comments or questions 

• St. Mary of Carmen Society Festival – July 15-19- Chuck Proia 
o Mr. Magni is recused from this vote, he is a member of the St. Mary of Carmen Society 
o There were no public comments or questions 

 
Mr. Chapman made the motion to approve the Nonantum Village Day and St. Mary of Carmen events as 

submitted.  Ms. Butts seconded the motion.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 

3. Outdoor Special Events – Informational 
• Indigenous Peoples Day Event – October 12-11am-5pm- Albemarle Playground 

o Public Hearing will be scheduled during the June 15 meeting 
 

4. Waban Common Sign – Public Hearing- Sally Lipshitz 

• Ms. Lipshitz reviewed proposal (see attached) to install a sign on the corner of Beacon Street and 
Waban Avenue, facing toward Angier School, that would read: “Waban Common, Founded 2017.”  
The sign would identify the area to let people know the park is there. 

• Mr. Elkind commented that people driving by do not know the Common is there because it slopes 
down.  

• Ms. Wilkinson commented the sign is beautiful, a Commission sub-committee is currently working 
on a sign policy. 

• Abutter commented she does not care for the sign. The Common is used extensively and there are 
other signs at the site. 

• Mr. Dunker commented the existing signs are historic and are not visible from the road. 

• Mr. Feldhusen does not want to crowd the park with signs. 

Mr. Johnson made the motion to approve the proposal as presented.  Mr. Chapman seconded the 
motion. Motion passed 7-1. 

 
5. Newton Little League – Donor acknowledgment sign- Murphy Field- Terry Morris 

• Mr. Morris on behalf of Newton Little League is requesting permission to erect a 4’x8’ donor sign 
adjacent to Murphy Field, outside the fence facing the pool, honoring those contributors to the 
Murphy Field lights campaign and improvements. 

• Ms. Butts asked where the State Championship sign is located. The sign is in the center facing 
home plate. 
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• Mr. Chapman asked why the sign is so large. Mr. Morris stated they would like the sign to be 
visible. Mr. Chapman asked what happens with the people who continue to donate. Has the group 
considered using technology, maybe a QR code that leads to a website with the information. Ms. 
Fitzgerald likes this idea. 

• Ms. Butts asked who would be paying the electrical bill, the city or the league. Acting 
Commissioner Welch will know once the Albemarle field project is complete. 

• Ms. Butts is concerned with listing the amounts donated.  Mr. Magni commented that people who 
donate large sums want to be recognized.  

• Mr. Johnson asked what has been committed to the donors. Mr. Morris stated recognition for 
those who donated $50K or more. 

• Mr. Feldhusen stated he is concerned with the size of the proposed sign and does not want to fill 
up the park with signs. Mr. Chapman agreed dealing with many facilities could create a lot of sign 
clutter.  

• Ms. Wilkinson is concerned about setting a precedent and all the leagues requesting signs. 
• A request was made to provide a drawing of the sign and where it will be placed on Albemarle 

Field. 
 

Mr. Dunker made the motion to move the proposal to a public hearing.  Ms. Butts seconded the motion. The 
motion passed 8-0. 

 
6. NPS- Policy for areas abutting/adjacent to Elementary & Middle Schools – Jill Murray Grady 

• The Newton Public Schools is requesting the Parks & Recreation Commission to support by a vote 
to adopt the Newton Public Schools’ proposed policy ECAB - Access Buildings and Grounds 
(attached) - to provide clear and documented guidance governing public access on school grounds, 
including school buildings.   In sum, the policy restricts public access to school buildings and 
identified areas on school grounds used by students and staff during school hours on school days. 

• Ms. Cusick commented as an Underwood School teacher she and her coworkers are excited about 
this policy. Having a sign informing the public of the policy will be very helpful. Ms. Butts asked if 
the policy would include Farlow Park.  It would not. 

• Mr. Chapman asked about the language on the sign.  Ms. Murray Grady stated the Parks & 
Recreation Department would create the signs.  

 
Mr. Dunker made the motion to accept the proposal as submitted.  Ms. Butts seconded the motion.  

Motion passed 8-0. 
 

7. Newton Centre Plaza  
• Mr. Rice reported a task force/working group is being assembled to review and discuss the 

different options and ideas for the Newton Centre Plaza  
 

8. Commissioner’s Report- Acting Commissioner Marc Welch 
• Grounds and ballfields are being prepped for the spring. 
• April vacation camps and lifeguard training 
• Newton Serves is scheduled for May 3; the Maintenance Division organizes and provides supplies 

(mulches, bags, etc.) for the projects. 
• Initial care is being done to 2,000 trees planted over the last few seasons 

 
9. Committee Reports  

• Community Preservation Committee -B. Dunker 
o No report 

• Urban Tree Commission – B. Wilkinson 
o Mayor Laredo has proposed two more positions in the Forestry Division: 
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 1 manager of field work 
 1 admin/tree ordinance work 

• Farm Commission – T. Chapman 
o The farm is busy, Seedling Sale and 20th Anniversary are scheduled 
o Greg Maslow is leaving 

• Commonwealth Golf Foundation – J. Neville 
o No report 

• PRC Signage and Naming Committee – M. Feldhusen 
o Met to review existing ordinance 5.2.9 
o Will review exception in ordinance 5.2.13 with the Law Department 
o Reviewed the Commission Manual little league sign policy 
o Mr. Feldhusen asked if the Naming Policy is ready to be posted as voted on during the 

February 23, 2026, meeting. Mr. Magni confirmed the naming policy is ready to be posted.  
 

10. New Business 
• Ms. Wilkinson stated the lighting in Newton Centre was never brought to the Commission for 

review, are there other items approved that were not run by the Commission.  Acting 
Commissioner Welch will check in with the Executive Office. 

• A mural is proposed for the wall on the Crystal Lake bath house, will that be reviewed by the 
Commission.  Acting Commissioner Welch stated it is proposed to be painted on a building which 
comes under the jurisdiction of the Public Buildings Department.  Mr. Chapman commented the 
Tom Cahill plaques on the Gath Pool wall was approved by the Commission.  Mr. Magni asked if 
the Commission should have approved of the plaque. Acting Commissioner Welch will check with 
the Law Department.  

 
 
 
Meeting adjourned 8:52pm 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Robin McLaughlin 
Commission Secretary 
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