
 

Thursday, June 4, 2026

(Photo: Raising the Pride flag at the ceremonial flagpole on the lawn of City
Hall last night at our annual celebration. Click on the photo to watch a video
from the celebration.)

﻿Dear Friends,

This week the senior classes at Newton North (Tuesday) and Newton South
(this evening) don their caps and gowns and receive their diplomas, marking
the culmination of years of hard work, perseverance, and growth. I am proud
of all you have accomplished both inside and outside the classroom.

As you begin the next chapter of your lives, carry forward the lessons
learned from the excellent educators you encountered in the Newton Public
Schools, and the values of curiosity, compassion, and service that make
Newton such a strong and vibrant community.

Congratulations to the Class of 2026!

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DZJOc6vxpSx/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DZJOc6vxpSx/


(Click on the photo to watch my video
message to the graduates.)

In this update I’ll focus on:

Reaffirming LGBTQIA+ Rights
Newton Centre One Day Farmers' Market
Addressing Issues at Crystal Lake
Meet the Setti Warren Memorial Intern

Reaffirming Our Commitment to Transgender Rights
 
As we begin Pride Month, I am proud to join Councilor Cyrus Dahmubed in
cosponsoring a resolution reaffirming the city’s commitment to transgender
rights and equal protections for transgender and gender diverse community
members.

Newton is a welcoming city where every resident has the right to feel safe
and be treated with dignity, respect, and fairness.

This resolution, also sponsored by City Council President John Oliver, Vice
President David Kalis, and Councilors Sean Roche, Maria Greenberg,
Andrea Kelley, Josh Krintzman, Susan Albright, Martha Bixby, Julie Irish, and
Lisa Gordon, reaffirms Newton's longstanding commitment to equal access
to public facilities and accommodations, and recognizes that protecting
vulnerable populations strengthens public safety and community trust. It also
affirms that decisions regarding gender-affirming medical care belong to
patients, their families, caregivers, and licensed healthcare providers,
consistent with established standards of care.

At a time when many members of the LGBTQIA+ community face
uncertainty and discrimination, it also sends a clear message: everyone
deserves to live free from fear, discrimination, and exclusion.

We remain committed to fostering a community where all people can thrive,
be themselves, and know they belong.

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DZFk5q-xpnv/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DZFk5q-xpnv/


(Click here to read the resolution in its entirety. Click here to read my
remarks from last night. )

One Day Farmers’ Market Coming to Newton Centre

On Saturday, June 13, from 9:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m., Union Street in Newton
Centre will transform into a vibrant
Spring Preview Farmers’ Market
featuring farm fresh produce, specialty
food vendors, Newton businesses, and
family-friendly activities.

More than 25 vendors will line Union
Street, which will be closed to car traffic
for the event, while nearby shops and
restaurants remain open — many offering special farmers’ market
promotions throughout the day.

The one-day market is located right next to the Newton Centre T stop.

Along with fresh produce, there will be local seafood, baked goods, cheese –
and even backyard chicken rentals, along with a lot more.

This is another initiative created as part of our Economic Development
team’s efforts to bring new energy to our village centers, increase foot traffic,
and support local businesses. (Click here for more information.)

Newton Farmers’ Market

Following the June 13 preview market, the Newton Farmers’ Market will
return for its 46th season to Cold Spring Park on Tuesdays (opening on
Tuesday, June 23), and Saturdays at Newton North High School (opening on
Saturday, June 20). (Click here for more information.)

Plaza Tuesdays

Grab some take-out or book a table and join us on Tuesday evenings
through June from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at the Newton Centre Plaza for an hour
of entertainment, fun, and community.

Here’s the lineup:

June 9: Triplet Feel (NSHS Jazz Trio)
June 16: All Newton Music School Faculty Jazz Trio
June 23: Zumba with City Councilor Martha Bixby
June 30: Newtonville Books: World Cup Comes to the Park(ing lot)

See you there!

Crystal Lake and Gath Opening Soon

https://files.constantcontact.com/86247818101/6ffb72cb-51fe-456a-8e7a-3e8046474117.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/86247818101/3ec3c476-18c6-4574-9911-940876dd4ea4.pdf
https://www.itsinnewton.com/
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/parks-recreation-culture/recreation-programs/farmers-market


We’re excited to be opening Crystal Lake
and Gath Pool Complex for the season
on Monday, June 15 and look forward to
another great summer.

As always, the beach and pools start on
a limited schedule while most of the
lifeguards are still in school. (Click here
for more information, including hours of
operation.)

While we’re excited for the coming season at Crystal Lake, we’re also
looking forward to the fall when we will convene a group of beachgoers,
neighbors, community groups and city councilors to look at ways to make
major improvements.

Crystal Lake is one of Newton’s most important natural resources, and a real
jewel in our city. We’re making it a priority to improve the beach, renovate the
bathhouse, and come up with an appropriate parking plan that allows us to
improve the experience for everyone who goes to the beach, as well as
protecting the lake.

Increasing Police Patrols at Crystal Lake

We have heard troubling reports of incidents of improper use of Crystal Lake,
including large, noisy groups of people gathering after dark, often leaving
litter and sometimes vandalizing property. 
We take these disruptive incidents at the beach and shoreline very seriously.

We have enhanced the security system at Crystal Lake, and, beginning this
week, the Newton Police Department will increase nightly directed patrols
around the lake. Please feel free to contact the Newton Police Department if
you see groups gathering at Crystal Lake after dark. Prompt reporting helps
police respond quickly and effectively.

The Mayor Warren Memorial Internship

We’re delighted to welcome Neeraja Kumar as the inaugural Setti Warren
Memorial Intern.

Neeraja is a junior at Harvard University majoring in Government and South
Asian Studies.

(Photo: Meeting with Director of Arts and
Culture Meryl Kessler, Intern Neeraja Kumar
and Chief Community Services Officer John
Rice.)

Neeraja will be working with the Department of
Arts and Culture and the Economic
Development team on a project analyzing the
economic impact of Arts and Culture on the
Newton economy.

https://www.newtonma.gov/government/parks-recreation-culture/aquatics


This internship is named in honor of former Mayor Setti Warren, who passed
away suddenly last November. Mayor Warren, who was the Director of the
Institute of Politics at the Harvard Kennedy School, was a fierce believer in
the importance of public service and in the ability of the government to be a
force for good. ﻿

The Linda Plaut Arts and Culture
Center

Linda Plaut served as Newton’s Director
of the Mayor’s Office of Cultural Affairs for
more than four decades before her
passing in 2019. She was a force for the
arts, creating the Festival of the Arts,
Halloween Window Painting, July 4
festivities, Performances in the Park, and
so much more.

Linda’s passion for the arts and
community left an indelible mark on our
city.

On Sunday, June 14, join the Newton Department of Arts and Culture as
we cut the ribbon and celebrate the grand opening of the Linda Plaut Arts
and Culture Center at Brigham House at 40 Hartford Street.

The celebration begins at 1 p.m. with food and entertainment. (The ribbon
cutting will coincide with Newton Highlands Village Day, so please park on a
side street.)

(Photo: Linda Plaut with legendary jazz trumpeter Dizzy Gillespie at the
City's 1988 Tricentennial, when Gillespie performed a free concert on the
football field at Newton North High School.)

Does Your Gas Meter Need Replacing?

https://www.newtonma.gov/government/arts-and-culture-2457


Massachusetts law requires gas meters to be replaced every seven years.
These exchanges help ensure accurate, timely billing and confirm that
metering equipment is operating properly. 

For the past several months, National
Grid has been working to contact
customers in Newton whose gas
meters are past due for replacement.
National Grid has sent letters through
the mail, emailed, sent text messages,
made phone calls, and gone door-to-
door in-person to notify customers.

Despite these efforts, National Grid
reports that they still have a significant
number of customers with aging meters
who have not scheduled an
appointment.

While the company will continue its
outreach to comply with the state regulation, it is letting Newton residents
know that it may need to temporarily interrupt service to customers who do
not schedule an appointment.

If you have questions or need to schedule an appointment, please reach out
to National Grid at 1-800-233-5325 or online at nationalgrid.com. 

Another Busy Weekend In Newton - And at the Cooper Center

As we pass the Cooper Center’s six-month anniversary, we can say without
a doubt it has been an unequivocal success!

(Photo: Hundreds gathered on the Cooper
Center balcony, the perfect party spot for a
birds-eye view of the 250th Anniversary Salute
to Service Parade last month.)

Cooper has been averaging 5,700 visitors per
month, and in May alone attendance nearly
doubled, reaching 11,449 visitors playing ping
pong and pool, meeting friends, and taking a
class to walking the track, grabbing lunch,
relaxing with a book, and more.

By this Friday, we will have welcomed more
than 40,000 visitors since the doors opened
last December. If you haven’t already visited,
come on over to 345 Walnut Street and check
it out.

This is another busy spring weekend in Newton! See below for information
on what's going on including PorchFest, a historic walk through Upper Falls,
and other community events. (Just in: this Sunday's 15th Annual Nonantum

https://www.nationalgridus.com/MA-Gas-Home/Natural-Gas-Safety/Gas-Meter-Exchange?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23874879819&gbraid=0AAAAAqhVenw9KFTL-z3H4VGK9AuR5OnNL&gclid=CjwKCAjwxITRBhBYEiwA6mZm7eizHyyoK9tBJFHpUz6TMmKDksaESsz8H_10JY8tg-GLx5jjX98WSRoCF-UQAvD_BwE
https://www.nationalgridus.com/MA-Gas-Home/Natural-Gas-Safety/Gas-Meter-Exchange?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23874879819&gbraid=0AAAAAqhVenw9KFTL-z3H4VGK9AuR5OnNL&gclid=CjwKCAjwxITRBhBYEiwA6mZm7eizHyyoK9tBJFHpUz6TMmKDksaESsz8H_10JY8tg-GLx5jjX98WSRoCF-UQAvD_BwE
https://www.nationalgridus.com/MA-Gas-Home/Natural-Gas-Safety/Gas-Meter-Exchange


Village Day has been rescheduled to Sunday, June 28 due to the weather
forecast--please make note.)

See you around the city,

Mayor Marc

A Fountain Returns to West Newton

A 7.5-foot bronze fountain made by a
pioneering artist and first installed at the
corner of Chestnut and Highland Streets in
West Newton at the turn of the last century is
now fully restored and back where it belongs.

The fountain, depicting a winged cherub
amidst calla lilies, was made by artist Anne
Whitney whose work includes statues of
Charles Sumner in Harvard Square, and two
of Samuel Adams, one in front of Faneuil Hall
and the second in the National Statuary Hall Collection in the U.S. Capitol.

A huge thank you to the coalition of folks who worked together to bring this
historic fountain back to life: Friends of the Fountain who formed in 1995 to
bring the fountain back, volunteers from Newton Garden Buds who helped
with landscaping the area around the fountain, and Derek Mannion and Rob
McClary from the Parks & Recreation Department who created a water-
efficient pumping system for the fountain. A special shout-out to Liam, a first-
grader at Angier Elementary School for your note in support of the
restoration.

Click here for more information about the fountain.

Gun Violence Awareness Day

The water in the fountain in front of City Hall is
tinted orange in recognition of National Gun
Violence Awareness Day, a time to honor the
victims and survivors of gun violence.

Gun violence has a profound and lasting
impact on families, neighborhoods, and
communities across our nation. We will
continue to stand up and speak out in support
of gun safety, responsible gun ownership, and
sensible legislation to help protect our children
and prevent future tragedies.

https://www.newtonma.gov/government/historic-newton/research/newton-history/west-newton-interpretive-sign#docaccess-d50d1c4d4697bcabc255410a39af3970


Upcoming Events and More

The Linda Plaut Festival of the Arts sponsored by Spark Newton in
partnership with the City of Newton continues this weekend:

Klezmer in the Park: Sing, dance, and enjoy the music of the Boston
Festival of New Jewish Music All Stars on Friday, June 5 at the Hyde
Community Center from 6 to 7: 30 p.m. Click here for more details.

PorchFest: Enjoy free music performed on lawns, porches and
driveways on Saturday, June 6 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at various
locations in Newton. Click here for more details.

The Black Feathers: Join the Newton Cultural Alliance at the Allen
Center on Saturday, June 6 and enjoy live folk and acoustic indie rock
music from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Click here for more details.

Charles River Wind Ensemble: Hear classical and contemporary wind
ensemble pieces performed live on Sunday, June 7, from 3 to 5 p.m. at
the Parkway Auditorium. Click here for more details.

Festival of the Arts events continue through June including Haiku Newton,
Juneteenth Celebrations, the Boston Ukelele Festival, and more. Click here
for details.

The Newton Free Library 2026 Summer Reading
Program for kids, tweens, teens, and adults is
underway. Sign up online here and learn how you can
win prizes for reading. And, this Saturday, June 6 from
10 a.m. to noon join the Seed Packing Party at the
library and help Library staff prepare packets of flower
seeds to add to their Seed Library and receive an
additional raffle entry that can be used in the summer
reading raffle. Click here for more information.

The Newton Police Department Memorial Ceremony to honor fallen
officers and Annual Scholarship Award Ceremony is this Sunday, June 7
starting at 9:00 a.m. at Police Headquarters, 1321 Washington St., in West
Newton Center. The following Sunday, June 14, we will gather with the
firefighters for the Newton Fire Department Memorial Service. The
ceremony begins at 10:30 a.m. in front of Fire Headquarters, 1164 Centre St.

Celebrate and support Understanding Our
Differences at a chamber music concert at the Allen
House this Sunday, June 7, from 3 to 4 p.m.  with
musicians and vocalists from Chamber Music for Your
Cause. Click here for more information.

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul, a charity that has been assisting
people in Newton for over 100 years, is holding its semi-annual Clothing
and Book Drive on Sunday, June 7 from 8 a.m. to noon and 4 to 6 p.m.
Look for the Society’s truck in the parking lot of Our Lady Help of Christians

https://sparknewton.org/event/klezmer-in-the-park/
https://sparknewton.org/event/newton-porchfest/
https://sparknewton.org/event/folk-concert-by-the-black-feathers/
https://sparknewton.org/event/5660/
https://sparknewton.org/happenings/foa-2026/
https://newtonfreelibrary.net/services/explore/summer-reading/
https://newtonfreelibrary.libcal.com/event/16814364


parish (573 Washington Street, with the lot entrance
on Adams Street). Questions? Email the Society at
svdp@sholnewton.org.

Walk Through Time and explore historic Newton
Upper Falls this Sunday, June 7 from 1 to 3 p.m.
Start at Pettee Square and walk along interested
stops to Echo Bridge. Volunteer guides will be at 10 or
more locations along the route. Free parking and
printed maps will be available near the Depot in
Pettee Square (Chestnut Street at Oak Streets) and

the Echo Bridge Mall (Chestnut Street at Elliot Street). The rain date is
Saturday, June 13. 

Interested in helping a member of our community learn English? Join the
Newton Free Library’s English Language Learning Program. One hour a
week (in person or online) can make a real impact. The next information
session is Monday, June 8, at 2 p.m. on Zoom, and training for new
volunteers will take place on Monday and Wednesday afternoons in June
and July. Contact Andrew Shapira at 617-796-1364 or
newtonell@minlib.net for more information, or fill out an application at
newtonfreelibrary.net/ell.

The annual Historic Newton Plant Swap is Saturday,
June 13 at the Durant-Kenrick House and Grounds
from 10 a.m. to noon. Bring a potted plant or cutting,
seeds, gardening supplies, or gardening books, and
meet, share tips, and exchange plants with fellow
gardeners. Click here for details.

Join the Cabot Elementary School community for
their annual fair on Saturday, June 13 from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. with games, food and prizes.

The Newton-Needham PMC Kids Ride is on
Sunday, June 14. Be a part of this fun, family-
friendly bike-a-thon for kids and help raise
money for pediatric cancer research and
treatment. Every dollar raised supports vital

cancer research and compassionate care at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute.
Learn more and register to ride or volunteer here.

Newton Highlands Village Day is Sunday,
June 14 from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on
Lincoln Street between Walnut and Bowdoin.

mailto:svdp@sholnewton.org
mailto:newtonell@minlib.net
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fnewtonfreelibrary.net%2Fell&data=05%7C02%7Ceishkanian%40newtonma.gov%7C159c0ada82224972f2c708deabaf14f3%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C639136965619928138%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=l0y3IxkRRfC5DDlO1vxUqB%2BcYEqov0dt6RsD5FCfxgY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/historic-newton/events/plant-swap
https://kids.pmc.org/newton-needham


Join the festivities with caricature drawings, bouncy houses, a kids’ sing-
along, booths, live music, and more. 

 A full day of community celebration is planned
in Newton for Juneteenth - Friday, June 19 –
to celebrate 161 years since the emancipation
of enslaved African-Americans.

Start the day with a sports-themed kickoff at
Newton North High School hosted by Newton Community Education, and
then join the activities at the Hyde Community Center from 3 p.m. for a
celebration of culture, heritage, and tradition.

Patriots Football Clinic: 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., grades 5 through
12. A non-contact clinic with skills stations, drills, and photo
opportunities with New England Patriots rookie squad members. Price
is $50.

Basketball Clinic: 1 to 3 p.m. for Grades 3 through 9. Young players
will build skills in ball-handling, shooting, passing, defense, and
teamwork. Free, with donations encouraged.

Soccer Clinic: 1 to 3 p.m. for Grades 3 through 9. Players will work on
soccer fundamentals through small-group games and individual drills.
Free, with donations encouraged.

Starting at 3 p.m. at the Hyde Community Center: 

Live music with DJ Firestarta
Local artisans and vendors
Live performances celebrating African and Caribbean culture -
including performances by Afro Diamond dancers and Newton
reggae artist DJEverla$t
Food trucks featuring Reggae Foods and Gourmet Kreyol
A Summer Concert Series performance by hip hop cover band The
GRV from 6 to 8 p.m.
An outdoor screening of Black Panther starting at 8 p.m.

This year’s Juneteenth celebration is designed so everyone can find their
place in the day, whether you come for the clinics, the food, the music, the
vendors, the movie, or simply the chance to be part of something joyful and
meaningful in our community.

Register for the clinics at newtoncommunityed.org/juneteenth/
Learn more about the celebration here. Interested in volunteering? Click
here.

RESCHEDULED! Join the fun at the 15th annual
Nonantum Village Day on Sunday, June 28
starting at 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Coletti-Magni
Park with face painting, live music, a magic show,
Elsa and Anna from Frozen, cannoli, and more.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewtoncommunityed.org%2Fjuneteenth%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ceishkanian%40newtonma.gov%7C97cd19380b704c4672d208dec1b15c21%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C639161165291341943%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=n%2BXQDqarXJb6RtoSs%2FcyXu1114M5pn%2FPkryd2svWFQ0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewtoncommunityed.org%2Fjuneteenth%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ceishkanian%40newtonma.gov%7C846c1f538d614846ef4808dec1a32eb0%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C639161103806314552%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kmDuZn2D6t49N4D9Ce9ec6aLsVBxHzVdTbQRj2QXFgI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2F6th-annual-newton-juneteenth-celebration-2026-tickets-1988287157411&data=05%7C02%7Ceishkanian%40newtonma.gov%7C846c1f538d614846ef4808dec1a32eb0%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C639161103806334994%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JrPPHeAJV5aAzRvP7QdQlfhRFGjdCEDv3RoveA%2FHTeE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSc6YeM5sz7Iu1DcbquTEQdTIKu3Pi78Lq4h5z1E-b8rdtaYXw%2Fviewform%3Fpli%3D1&data=05%7C02%7Ceishkanian%40newtonma.gov%7C846c1f538d614846ef4808dec1a32eb0%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C639161103806353674%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9rIz3AL6pLAomBRAD11HYfZnYOMYvkHYbjcAKmqudGo%3D&reserved=0


Are there empty spaces on the sidewalk berms in
your neighborhood where street trees once provided
shade and beauty? Would you like to work with your
neighbors and the Newton Tree Conservancy to
plant new trees? The Newton Tree Conservancy is
accepting applications through June 28, for its
Fall Community Tree Planting that will take place on
Saturday, Nov. 14. Neighborhood planting group

applications are available at Plant a Tree.

Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs), often
called in-law suites, garden apartments, or
carriage houses, are smaller independent
living spaces located on the same property as
a primary home. The Newton Planning &
Development Department is looking to better
understand residents’ experiences,
perspectives, and questions around ADUs.
They’ve created a short survey and are hoping
to hear from a wide range of people, including
homeowners who have built or explored
ADUs, architects/designers/builders who work
on them, or anyone interested in learning
more. The survey is anonymous takes about 5
minutes to complete. Survey link:

https://forms.gle/NTiPDPPLYin8HsdA6. 

Save the date!

Chief Greg Gentile and Newton Firefighters
invite the community to a pancake breakfast
to celebrate America's 250th on Sunday,
June 28 from 10 a.m. to noon.

Visit the fire museum, climb aboard a fire
truck, take a selfie with Paw Patrol, and test
your skills controlling a fire hose before being
served breakfast by members of the City
Council.
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