
Public Safety & Transportation Committee Report 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

 
Wednesday, May 20, 2026 

 

Present: Councilors Lucas (Chair), Greenberg, Wright, Block, Irish, Roche, and Silber 

 

Absent: Councilor Golden  

 

Also Present: Councilor Leary 
 
City Staff:  Captain Daniel Devine, Newton Police Department; Director of Sustainable 
Materials Management Waneta Trabert 
 
All agendas and reports, both past and present, can be found at the following link:  
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-
committees/public-safety-transportation-committee 
 
For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the following 
link:  Link to be provided on 06-01-2026. 

 
#134-26  Requesting a discussion on the city's Street Sweeping program 

COUNCILORS LUCAS, FARRELL, IRISH, WRIGHT, LEARY, GREENBERG, and SILBER 
requesting a discussion with the Department of Public Works on how the city can 
improve its communication and notification efforts on street sweeping in 
Nonantum, improving compliance with the parking regulations, and efforts by 
the city on how they are educating the community of the importance of the 
street sweeping program. (180 days: 10/24/2026) 

Action:  Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0 
 
Note: Chair Lucas called the Committee into session at 7 PM and indicated that the 
purpose of the meeting was to discuss the City’s street sweeping program, particularly in 
Nonantum and ways in which parking compliance in the area can be improved. 
 
Waneta Trabert, Director of Sustainable Materials Management from the Department of 
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Public Works, discussed the current permanent signage at either end of the blocks in question 
and sandwich boards that remind residents of the monthly street sweeping on the second  
Tuesday of each month. 
 
Captain Dan Devine of the Newton Police Department added that the Department’s parking 
enforcement team routinely patrols and issue tickets in this area.  On April 14th, the 
Department issued 25 tickets in that part of Nonantum, mostly for street sweeping.  He agreed 
that compliance in the area is spotty and suggested that raising the cost of parking tickets to 
$50 and beyond (with increases for subsequent offenses) might be an effective way to 
proceed. 
 
Chair Lucas reminded the Committee that increased parking fees were not part of the agenda 
for the evening and that there is a Home Rule petition pending that will address fines above 
the current limit of $50.00.  Additionally, Chair Lucas requested that the Police Department 
provide the comparable number of tickets issued on the street sweeping day for this area in 
March.  
 
Questions, answers, suggestions and comments: 
 
A Councilor noted that there is a particular auto repair business in the area that contributes a 
disproportionate amount to the problem. 
 
A Councilor asked about the status of the Home Rule petition.  Chair Lucas indicated that the 
Mayor’s office is tracking it, but did not have a precise timeline. 
 
The same Councilor advocated for raising the cost of the tickets to $35 or more immediately. 
 
Another Councilor suggested that the City raise the cost to $50, the maximum allowed 
immediately.  She asked whether the NPD is able to use the loud speakers on their patrol 
vehicles to remind residents to move their cars.  While Captain Devine thought it was an idea 
worth exploring, he indicated that many residents might be confused about what the officers 
were doing and might think there was an emergency instead. 
 
A Councilor asked whether one of the City’s alert systems might be utilized to remind residents 
to move their cars.  Ms. Trabert indicated that DPW occasionally uses a system to alert 
residents when trash collection is delayed and would take a look at whether that system could 
be expanded to issues such as this one. 
 
A Councilor suggested that a seasonal, city-wide flyer reminding the entire community about 
parking restrictions each year might be worth the effort. 
 
A Councilor asked what the percentage of repeat offenders.  Captain Devine indicated that 
they do not currently track fines that way, but if the Council decides to increase the fines for 
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repeat offenders, the Department can work with the vendor to adjust the system.  The same 
Councilor wanted to know if the Department had any indication of how many people forget to 
move their cars versus those who eat the fine as a cost of doing business each month.  Captain 
Devine was unsure, but indicated the Department could research the issues. 
 
Several Councilors noted that the business that is likely the biggest offender has indicated 
repeatedly that the fines are simply the cost of doing business in Nonantum. The Councilors 
noted that the business owner utilizes other options as best he can, but needs the street 
overflow. 
 
Several additional Councilors indicated that they opposed towing for routine parking violations 
and further opposed using loud speakers. 
 
Several Councilors requested that Chair Lucas put the docket item regarding increasing parking 
fines back on the Agenda.  Councilor Lucas indicated that the Committee responsible for raising 
those fees is Finance, so he will work with Chair Grossman to schedule another meeting on 
that topic.  He further indicated that he will check with the Mayor’s Office on the status of the 
home rule petition. 
 
A Councilor asked whether a parking district for business owners and employees similar to the 
one in Auburndale, might be useful.  Chair Lucas indicated that would be a Traffic Council issue. 
 
A Councilor asked whether the size of the permanent signs could be enlarged.  Ms. Trabert 
offered to speak to her DPW colleagues about the feasibility. 
 
A Councilor offered a framework for future consideration of these interlocking issues.  The 
Council needs to solve for at least two of three groups.  There may not be anything to be done 
for people who are simply unaware, but the other two groups (those willing to pay the fine 
rather than move their car and businesses who treat the fines as a cost of doing business).  He 
raised a concern that those treating it as a cost of doing business were ultimately passing those 
costs along to customers, many of them local, which he indicated does not improve the overall 
business climate in the City.  He posed the question for consideration as the Committee works 
to find a solution:  Is the City more interested in compliance or higher fines. 
 
Another Councilor indicated that the auto shop itself should be a separate docket item.  She 
also asked how many passes the street sweepers typically make.  Ms. Trabert of DPW indicated 
that it depends on the driver, the width of the street, and the season (more in the Fall).   
 
After a recap of individual tasks and next steps, Councilor Greenberg made a motion to Hold 
the item.  The motion passed on a vote of 7-0 (Councilor Golden absent). 
 
The Committee adjourned at 7:49 PM 
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Respectfully submitted,   
 
Tarik Lucas, Chair  


