
 

Tuesday, May 26, 2026

(Photo: Thanking City Council after this evening's vote.)

City of Newton FY27 Budget Approved

Tonight the City Council overwhelmingly passed the City of Newton’s Fiscal
Year 2027 budget that prioritizes excellent schools, outstanding public safety,
and dependable city services coupled with strategic improvements in
technology, older adult services, economic development, and arts and
culture.

This budget also looks to the future – improving stormwater management to
create a more resilient city as we deal with the effects of climate change and
laying the foundation for future capital improvement projects at Police
Headquarters, Newton South High School, Ward and Underwood
Elementary Schools, and Brown Middle School.

This was a cooperative process that involved a careful and thoughtful review
of our spending plan by the City Council.



We Got Here by Working Together

Our City Hall team, led by CFO Maureen Lemieux in coordination with our
Department Heads, created a sustainable path to meeting our key priorities
by thinking outside the box with a committee of elected officials and residents
with finance expertise who were able to do the necessary due diligence and
come up with a bold path forward. (Click here for details.)

I want to thank Council President John Oliver and Vice President David Kalis
and Finance Chair Becky Grossman and Vice Chair Martha Bixby for their
leadership over months of meetings and for their partnership in helping us
produce a budget that mirrors our values.

I also want to thank School Committee Chair Alicia Piedalue, Vice Chair
Jason Bhardwaj, and Superintendent Anna Nolin who also spent countless
hours alongside our City Hall team poring over numbers and different
scenarios to arrive at the unprecedented increase for the Newton Public
Schools of 7.4% above last year’s base allocation.

While these are the leaders who worked with us from the start of the process
to help craft this budget, I am also grateful to every City Councilor, School
Committee member, and resident who asked thoughtful questions, added
input, and pushed us to look carefully at every dollar being spent.

We Listened

In Newton, it is the City Council’s role to present resolutions with proposed
changes to the budget for the Mayor’s consideration.
With the position of ADA Coordinator now vacant after the retirement of
longtime coordinator Jini Fairley, we originally reimagined the position as a
combination ADA coordinator/attorney.

Many City Councilors, members of the Commission on Disability (COD), and
residents questioned our vision for the position. The Council wrote a
compelling resolution to reinstate a full-time ADA coordinator and move the
coordinator position from the Law Department to the Department of Health &
Human Services (HHS).

We listened to their thoughtful feedback and agreed. 

Having the ADA Coordinator in the HHS Department preserves its long-
standing role of ensuring ADA compliance while also bringing the resources
of HHS to foster full and equal participation in all Newton activities for people
with disabilities, grounded in the principles of universal access.   

We were happy to make this change in the budget, and we plan to include
representatives of the COD, Understanding Our Differences, and the Human
Rights Commission in the hiring process for our new ADA Coordinator.

Community

Tomorrow morning is the 52nd Annual Theodore D. Mann Newton Mayor’s
Community Breakfast, with this year’s prescient theme of “Newton 250:
Reimaging Community, Together.”

https://www.newtonma.gov/government/comptroller/budget/-folder-5103#docfold_14_379_304_5103


I’m proud that we have a budget that embraces our ability to build
consensus, brings our community together, and provides funding for the
values, services, and projects that are important to our residents.

Mayor Marc C. Laredo
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