
Resolution #6 

          Department: Law 

 

Resolution for the City Council to Have Access to Independent,  

Outside Legal Representation  
 

Sponsored by Councilors Kelley, Oliver, Albright, Greenberg, Roche, Dahmubed, 

Charm, Wright, Farrell, Silber, Baker, Leary, Malakie, Lucas, Krintzman, 

Grossman, Getz, Bixby, Irish, Block, Gordon, Micley, and Kalis 
 
 

 

 
WHEREAS, the Newton City Council is a co-equal branch of government in the City of 

Newton; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the Newton City Council cannot effectively check and balance and 

provide oversight to the executive branch if it relies entirely on the Mayor’s appointed 

City Solicitor’s Office; and, 

 
WHEREAS, In the rare occasions when the Newton City Council and the Mayor or 

other departments are in conflict, in-house counsel cannot ethically and effectively 

represent both sides; and,  

 
WHEREAS, the Newton City Council may, from time-to-time, have need for 

specialized legal counsel that may not have the support or agreement of the Mayor, 

and, by extension, his/her appointed Solicitor; 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor shall propose funding for 

access to independent legal assistance to the City Council in the amount of 2 percent 

of the proposed law department budget, which equals $46,959.38.  

 

 

 


