Resolution #5
Department: Schools

Resolution Requesting that the City Prioritize and Support the
Transition to Electric School Buses by ldentifying a City-Owned
Site for an Electric Bus Depot

Councilors Dahmubed, Roche, Krintzman, Leary, and Greenberg proposing a Resolution
Requesting that the City Prioritize and Support the Transition to Electric School Buses by
Identifying a City-Owned Site for an Electric Bus Depot

Whereas, school buses are a good application of battery-electric drivetrains, which reduce
carbon emissions and other pollutants, and

Whereas, electric school buses also promise lower operating costs give the rising costs of
carbon-based fuels, and

Whereas, breathing in pollutants and particulate matter from diesel-burning school buses is
unhealthy for the young people that ride them, and

Whereas, nearby communities like Beverly, Lawrence, and Belmont have already begun
transitioning to electric school buses, and

Whereas, the MassCEC has awarded a grant of $1,500,000 to help Newton and Lincoln
transition to electric school buses, and

Whereas, transitioning to electric school buses will need to be phased in over several years as
our existing fleet ages, and

Whereas, this transition period will mean that an initial electric bus depot does not need to be
large enough to house an entire fleet of 50-60 buses, and

Whereas, it is never too soon to prioritize the safety, health, and wellbeing of our young people,
Now, therefore, let it be resolved that the time to begin our electric school bus transition is now.
Let it be further resolved that, the City Council requests that all efforts be made to identify a

suitable site for a possible electric bus depot on City-owned property to further reduce the cost
of introducing electric buses.



