Resolution #3
Department: Public Works

Resolution to Reintroduce the City of Newton’s Rain Barrel Program
and Expand lIts Ability to Be Used as An Irrigation Solution

Councilors Dahmubed, Roche, Leary, and Greenberg proposing a Resolution to Reintroduce
the City of Newton’s Rain Barrel Program and Expand Its Ability to Be Used as An Irrigation
Solution

Whereas, harvesting rain water for irrigating plantings of all types is both a more sustainable and cost
effective form of irrigation, and

Whereas, rain harvesting can significantly help in efforts to increase water conservation, and

Whereas, rain barrels help manage water supplies and reduce runoff that might otherwise pollute
waterways, and

Whereas, rain barrels help residents save money and learn about conservation, and

Whereas, rain harvesting can help mitigate the impacts of impervious surfaces created through
construction of buildings, and

Whereas, the City of Newton previously had a rain barrel program that coordinated the sale of rain barrels
to residents at a wholesale rate and partnered with The Great American Rain Barrel Company to
administer this program, and

Whereas, the City’s Public Buildings department on May 13, 2026 presented its lessons learned from
construction projects to the Public Facilities Committee and included among these lessons “if the project
calls for irrigation, consider both rain water harvesting, as well as irrigation wells, to help reduce long term
costs”, and

Whereas, effective utilization of rain barrels for irrigation watering gardens can often require the
purchasing of additional equipment such as rain chains, gutter diverters, and pumps totalling
approximately $200 per household, and

Whereas, the policies and budgetary priorities of the City of Newton should create incentives for people to
engage in desired behavior that advances the City’s priorities around sustainability, and create
disincentives for undesired behavior that is contrary to these priorities,

Now, therefore, let it be resolved that the City Council requests that the rain barrel program be
reintroduced with the same or comparable savings for residents to purchase rain barrels at a wholesale
rate as had previously been provided, and

Let it be further resolved, that the City Council requests that the City expand the program to create
additional savings to residents for necessary ancillary equipment to make rain barrels useful tools for
irrigation such as rain chains, gutter diverters, and pumps, and

Let it be further resolved, that the City Council suggests that efforts be made to expand awareness,
interest, and demand for the purchase of rain barrels through this program,
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Let it be further resolved, that the City Council proposes increasing the water rate for irrigation slightly in
order to fund these more sustainable, alternative irrigation methods and the marketing efforts necessary
to expand awareness by residents.



