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Conservation Commission
AGENDA
Thursday, May 28, 2026

Location: Zoom. This meeting will be a virtual meeting.
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/89950057014 or +13017158592,,89950057014#

Time: 7:00 pm

NOTE: The Chair may take items out of order and may limit discussion.

NOTE: Packets and full applications are available on the Commission’s website.

WETLANDS DECISIONS

1) 242 Islington Rd — Notice of Intent — free-standing ADU-- DEP File # 239-2???
(estimated start 7:00, estimated duration: 20 minutes)

Owner/Applicant. Juan Jose Barrio Avalos, Rebel Builders

Representatives. Michael Schmidt, Goddard Consulting

Request. Issue an Order of Conditions approving the construction project.

Proposed Project Summary.

e Construct a 637 sf Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) to the rear of the existing single-
family home, along with associated utility connections, deck, and paved walkway
over existing lawn.

e Overall, 846 sf of new impervious area will be created. A stormwater management
system will be installed as required by Newton’s stormwater ordinance.

e The ADU and deck will be constructed atop piers.

e The lower portion of the structure will be enclosed with slats spaced 2 inches or
more apart.

e To compensate for the fill associated with the piers and walkway, 83 cf of excess
compensatory flood storage will be provided through site grading.

e Remove two hazard trees from with Floodplain (a 36” White Pine and an 8” Spruce)

The location of this meeting is accessible, and reasonable accommodation will be provided to persons with

disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the city of Newton’s

ADA Coordinator at least two business days in advance of the meeting: ADACoordinator@newtonma.gov or 617-

796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the Telecommunication Relay Service (TRS), dial 711.
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e Plant 1 tree (Red Maple) and 5 shrubs (3 Serviceberry and 2 Northern Spicebush)

Documents in packets. Stamped engineer’s plan

Additional documents presented at the meeting. Site photos

Jurisdiction and Performance Standards:

e BVW: 10.55(4)

o BVW exists on the parcel, but all work will be outside BVW and its associated
100-foot buffer zone.

e Bordering Land Subject to Flooding: 10.57 (38.6° NAVD88)

o Compensatory storage shall be provided for all flood storage volume lost...
Excess compensatory storage will be provided per the plans.

o Work shall not restrict flows so as to cause an increase in flood stage or
velocity. Building the ADU on piers will allow appropriate throughflow of
floodwaters.

o Work in those portions of bordering land subject to flooding found to be
significant to the protection of wildlife habitat shall not impair its capacity to
provide important wildlife habitat functions. Construction will take place on
long-established lawn, so wildlife habitat will not be lost.

Staff Notes.

e The limit of work/erosion control line seems to encompass an area that is much
larger than necessary and that does not adequately protect existing trees. It should
be drawn and installed much closer to the actual limit of proposed land alteration.

e The plans do not indicate the two saplings that were planted as mitigation for prior
tree removals.

e The existing pine and spruce should be removed, but are not necessarily “imminent
hazards” and perhaps should, therefore, be more robustly mitigated for.

e The mitigation planting plan places the proposed 1 tree and 5 shrubs too close to
existing mature trees. The long-term success and ecological value of the mitigation
planting would be increased if the trees and shrubs were more appropriately placed.

Staff Recommendations. Vote to close the hearing and issue an Order of Conditions
approving the project with special conditions.

2) 152 Suffolk Rd — Minor Plan Change Request — Planting plan to address fence in
unapproved location — DEP File # 239-911 (estimated start 7:20, estimated duration: 15
minutes)

Owner/Applicant: Yelena Dudochkin

Representatives. Goddard Consulting

Request: Approve the current location of the fence and the proposed mitigation planting
plan as a minor plan change to be acceptable at the time of a Certificate of Compliance.

Proposed project summary: Approve the current location of the fence and the proposed
mitigation planting plan.

Documents in packets. Plan showing proposed location of bounds and additional plants.
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3)

Additional documents presented at the meeting. Site visit photos

Jurisdiction and Performance Standards: Riverfront Area, Buffer Zone to BVW
Staff Notes:

e All plans submitted to this office, including any final revised planting plan, must be
properly titled and dated so the record will be clear.

e The revised planting plan should be drawn on an accurate existing conditions plan.

e The revised plan shows appropriate locations of bounds.

e Medallions with “Restored Native Habitat” will have to be affixed to all bounds.

e The revised plan does not reflect the final location of proposed new plants because
staff have not met on-site with the representatives to discuss appropriate layout.

Staff Recommendation:

e Await response from the applicant team.
e [f/as appropriate, vote to approve proposed changes as minor.

500 Dudley Road — Possible Violation — unpermitted stairs (estimated start 7:35, estimated
duration: 20 minutes)
Owner/Applicant: Osnat Ben-Shahar

Representatives: same

Request: Staff seek guidance from Commission on unpermitted work and proposed work.

Issue summary:

e Owner has not undertaken wetlands delineation or permitting.

e Owner wishes to undertake invasives removal, native planting, and fence installation
in close proximity to the Certified Vernal Pool.

e Owner constructed stairs in Buffer Zone to a Certified Vernal Pool without a permit.

Documents in packets. Document showing proposed work, email exchanges, and aerial
photos of unpermitted stairs.

Additional documents presented at the meeting. none

Jurisdiction and Performance Standards:

e Possible BVW: 10.55(4)
e Possible Buffer Zone

Staff Notes:

e March 23, 2026: Owner responded to staff inquiry about proposed clearing, grading,
cutting, and building, stating: “No building other than wooden steps on a narrow
path down the hill next to the current fence. | do want to clear all the invasive plants
there, as well as trash (empty bottles, plastic, lawn cutting from other houses etc...)
thrown in there (I assume by neighbours), and replant with trees and plants that are
native to this area.”

e March 24, 2026: Staff responded: “I must confess that it is not clear to me precisely
what construction (and fence removal) you are proposing, what invasive plant (and
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tree?) removal you are proposing, or what native planting you are proposing. It
seems that the work you are describing (other than simple trash removal) will need
to be clearly illustrated on a scaled plan as part of a permit application that will need
to be reviewed, approved, and permitted by the Conservation Commission.

e March 24, 2026: Owner’s contractor noted that a Notice of Intent would likely be
required.

e May 21, 2026: In response to owner’s request to “focus on the fence”, staff looked
into the newly available April 2026 aerial photography and discovered that the
owner has already constructed stairs without a permit.

Staff Recommendation:

e The Commission should consider issuing a Notice of Potential Violation, requiring the
owner to hire a wetland scientist to flag the wetlands and provide a complete plan
showing all existing and proposed infrastructure and all proposed work on the site.

OTHER DECISIONS

4) Consider Revising Tree Replacement Guidelines and Riverfront Area Mitigation
Requirements (estimated start 7:55, estimated duration: 15 minutes)

Staff Notes:

e Review the proposed changes to the Commission’s Tree and Shrub Replacement
Guidelines:
o Eliminating the regulation of the cutting of shrubs
o Allowing for reduced mitigation if tree cutting occurs during the conversion of
a single-family house to a multi-family house
o Eliminating the requirement for replacements for hazard trees (and instead
encouraging replacement)

Staff Recommendation: Vote to approve if/as appropriate.

5) Minutes to be approved (estimated start 8:10, estimated duration: 5 minutes)
Documents in packets: Draft 5/6/2026 minutes reviewed by Jeff Zabel
Vote to approve the 5/6/2026 minutes.

Volunteer: Who will volunteer to review the 5/28/2026 minutes?
UPDATES and DISCUSSION (estimated start 8:15, estimated duration: 10 minutes)

6) 528 Boylston project — pre-construction site visit was held. Still waiting to see if elms appear
to be healthy to inform extent of tree removal and invasives removal plan.

7) 34 Farwell — remediation is underway

8) Kennard Conservation Area boardwalk — construction is underway

9) Form 11 now required by Engineering

PUBLIC COMMENT and MATTERS NOT REASONABLY ANTICIPATED 48 HOURS IN ADVANCE
(estimated start 8:25, estimated duration: 0 minutes)

ADJOURNMENT (estimated time 8:25)
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