Programs & Services Committee Budget Report

City of Newton
In City Council

Thursday, May 14, 2026
Present: Councilors Krintzman (Chair), Malakie (Vice Chair), Farrell, Charm, Bixby, and Oliver
Absent: Councilors Baker and Micley
Also Present: Councilor Leary

City Staff: Greg Ansaldi, Chief Information Officer; Rachel Sherman, Deputy Director of IT; Marc
Welch, Acting Commissioner of Parks & Rec; Mark Kelly, Director of Special Needs & Deputy
Director of Parks & Rec; Seth Bai, Director of Veterans; Meryl Kessler, Director of Arts & Culture;
Michelle Buglio, Acting Director of Newton Public Library; John Rice, Chief Community Service
Officer; Josh Morse, Chief Operating Officer; Dana Hanson, Chief of Staff; Miles Starkey,
Committee Clerk

All agendas and reports, both past and present can be found at the following link:
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-
committees/programs-services-committee

For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the following
link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sPaCD 6wuss

Please Note: Budget materials can be found on the City's website at the following link:
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/comptroller/budget.

Referred to Finance and Appropriate Committees

#1-26 Submittal of the FY2027-FY2031 Capital Improvement Plan
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting the FY27-FY31 Capital Improvement Plan
pursuant to section 5-3 of the Newton City Charter.

#154-26 Submittal of the FY2027-FY2031 Supplemental Capital Improvement Plan
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting in accordance with Section 5-1 of the City of
Newton Charter, the FY2027-FY2031 Supplemental Capital Improvement Plan.

#155-26 Submittal of the FY2027 Municipal/School Operating Budget


https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/programs-services-committee
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/programs-services-committee
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sPaCD_6wuss
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/comptroller/budget

Programs & Services Committee Report
Thursday, May 14, 2026

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting in accordance with Section 5-1 of the City of
Newton Charter the FY2027 Municipal/School Operating Budget, passage of
which shall be concurrent with the FY2027-FY2031 Capital Improvement Program
(#1-26). EFFECTIVE DATE OF SUBMISSION 04/21/26; LAST DATE TO PASS THE
BUDGET 06/05/26.

Library

Acting Newton Public Library Director Michelle Buglio presented the FY27 budget request for
the Newton Public Library System.

The library budget request for FY27 is 4.3 percent above the FY26 approved budget. The
increase includes salary and benefit increases as well as funds to continue to expand the overall
collection, especially audio books which are increasingly expensive.

The goal for the next year is to refresh the adult spaces in the library after a successful effort to
refresh the children’s spaces. There are funds in the budget request to improve accessibility in
light of new federal ADA requirements.

A Councilor remarked that the Committee continues to be impressed by the library and the way
it runs.

A Councilor asked about the status of the of the new Director search. Acting Director Buglio
indicated that it is going well and should be completed in July.

A Councilor asked a question regarding the gaps in WiFi service in the building. Acting Director
Buglio indicated that more WiFi and more electrical outlets for laptops and other electronics are
coming in the next fiscal year. There is also limited WiFi service in the parking lot. The

Acting Director also indicated that they cannot keep the loanable WiFi hot spots on the shelf
because they are so popular. Acting Director Buglio would spend an increased budget increment
on more of them.

The committee took a straw vote to approve the recommended Library department budget
of $7,100,935, the supplemental CIP, and the CIP, which passed unanimously 6-0.

The committee adjourned at 10:03 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,
Josh Krintzman, Chair
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