
Programs & Services Committee Report 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

 
Wednesday, May 6, 2026 

 
Present: Councilors Krintzman (Chair), Malakie (Vice Chair), Farrell, Charm, Bixby, and Baker 
 
Absent: Councilors Oliver and Micley 
 
Also Present: Councilors Wright, Irish, and Block 
 
City Staff: Liam Hurley, Assistant Superintendent of Newton Public Schools; Drew Willison, City 
Clerk; Alissa Giuliani, City Solicitor; Jonah Temple, Deputy City Solicitor; Shin-Yi Lao, 
Commissioner of Health & Human Services; Mignonne Murray, Director of Older Adult Services 
(OAS); Ashley Shaheen, Deputy Director of OAS; Josh Morse, Chief Operating Officer; John Rice, 
Chief Community Service Officer; Dana Hanson, Mayor’s Chief of Staff; Douglas Botelho, 
Manager of Financial Services; Endrit Poreci, Senior Financial Analyst; Trevor Goehring, Financial 
Analyst; Mary O’Neill, Senior Human Resources Partner; Caroline Wilson, HR Benefits Manager; 
Norine Silton, OAS Executive Administrator; Meryl Kessler, Director of Arts & Culture; Carolyn 
Stapleton, Rec Program Manager; Miles Starkey, Committee Clerk 
 
 
All agendas and reports, both past and present can be found at the following link: 
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-
committees/programs-services-committee  
 
For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the following 
link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQ3sbrQkcc8  
 
 

Referred to Programs & Services and Finance Committees 
#150-26  Appropriation of $325,000 from June 30, 2025 Certified Free Cash for NPS 

science curriculum 
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 
three hundred twenty-five thousand dollars ($325,000) from June 30, 2025 
Certified Free Cash to Newton Public Schools to fund the purchase of science 
curriculum 

Action:  Programs & Services Approved 6-0 
 

https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/programs-services-committee
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/programs-services-committee
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQ3sbrQkcc8
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Notes:  Liam Hurley, Assistant Superintendent of NPS, joined the committee to speak on 
and answer questions about funding for science curriculum. Funding would be used to purchase 
a program called OpenSciEd and expand its usage in the school system to 3rd to 5th graders; it is 
currently in use in kindergarten through 2nd grade. Mr. Hurley estimated that $50,000/year will 
need to be added to future operating budgets to fund administration of the program. 
 
A councilor asked how long OpenSciEd’s curriculum would be used for. Mr. Hurley said that the 
curriculum would be utilized for at least 5 years, but he anticipates long-term usage past that 
estimate. Mr. Hurley confirmed that the purchase of the science curriculum is part of an effort 
to standardize learning opportunities throughout Newton’s elementary schools. 
 
Councilor Malakie motioned to approve, which passed unanimously.  
 
 

Referred to Programs & Services & Finance Committees 
#153-26  Appropriation of $500,000 from June 30, 2025 Certified Free Cash for Full 

Day Kindergarten Aides 
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 
five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) from June 30, 2025 Certified Free 
Cash to Newton Public Schools to pay for Full Day Kindergarten Aides. 

Action:  Programs & Services Approved 6-0 
 
Notes:  Mr. Hurley explained that full day kindergarten was introduced in FY20 and an 
agreement with the Newton Teacher’s Association (NTA) dictated there would be one full-time 
kindergarten aide for each kindergarten class with more than 14 students. The budget for these 
staff members was reduced by about 50% in the FY24 budget. After arbitration, the NTA secured 
a ruling that funding for kindergarten aides must allow for the 1:1 ratio previously agreed in 
FY20. In response to the arbitration decision last December, 18 staff members were hired back 
in January. The requested appropriation will help pay for rehired staff that were not budgeted 
for in FY26, but this funding has been included in the current proposed FY27 budget. 
 
A councilor asked about staffing the kindergarten aide roles. Mr. Hurley responded that these 
positions are very popular and are viewed as a pathway to becoming a teacher. These roles are 
not considered challenging to fill. 
 
A councilor asked how many kindergarten classrooms there are in Newton and how many 
require full-time aides. Mr. Hurley said there are 39 kindergarten classrooms, and that 18 aides 
hired in January supplemented the 21 aides that were already employed. 
 
Councilor Farrell motioned to approve, which passed unanimously 
 
The committee adjourned at 9:47  p.m. 
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Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Josh Krintzman, Chair 
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