Public Safety & Transportation Committee Report

City of Newton
In City Council

Thursday, May 7, 2026

Present: Councilors Lucas (Chair), Wright, Block, Golden, Roche and Silber
Absent: Councilor Irish and Greenberg
Also Present: Councilors Albright, Farrell, Oliver and Malakie

City Staff: Chief Gregory Gentile and Assistant Chief Michael Bianchi, Newton Fire Department;
Josh Morse, Chief Operating Officer and Mary O’Neill, Senior Human Resources Partner

All agendas and reports, both past and present, can be found at the following link:
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-
committees/public-safety-transportation-committee

For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the following
link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g56iiAln3tl

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation & Finance Committees
#148-26 Appropriation of $75,000 from June 30, 2025 Certified Free Cash for Jaws of Life
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend
seventy-five thousand dollars ($75,000) from June 30, 2025 Certified Free Cash
for the purchase of one new set of battery-operated hydraulic rescue tools. (Jaws

of Life)
Action: Public Safety & Transportation Approved 6-0
Note: Chief Gentile and Assistant Chief Bianchi joined the Committee.

Chief Gentile stated that this appropriation will fund one new set of battery-operated hydraulic
rescue tools (Jaws of Life) coming up on its end of its useful life. Three ladder trucks and one
heavy rescue truck carry the Jaws of Life.

Questions and answers:

Which stations carry the Jaws of Life? Chief Gentile answered that they are located at Station 2,
at Commonwealth Avenue and Washington Street, Station 1 on Church Street, Station 3 on
Willow Street and Centre Street and Station 7 on Elliot Street.
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What will happen with the one being replaced? Chief Gentile answered that it is close to its
useful life. It will be used as a spare for a short time before it goes to scrap.

How often are the Jaws of Life used? Chief Gentile answered that because of new cars, they are
used more than in the past. If you see an accident now, the car shrinks down to almost nothing,
a safety mechanism built into the car. We use the Jaws of Life very frequently.

Are the Jaws of Life used for training? Chief Gentile answered yes, weekly.

Does the department respond to Route 9 or Mass Pike accidents? Chief Gentile answered yes,
those two locations are where the Jaws of Life are used most often and on Route 95.

If this appropriation is approved, how long before the department will receive a new Jaws of
Life? Assistant Chief Bianchi answered once the order is placed, turnaround time is quick.

Councilor Lucas made a motion to approve this appropriation. Council members agreed
6-0.
Referred to Public Safety & Transportation & Finance Committees
#149-26 Appropriation of $1,000,000 from June 30, 2025 Certified Free Cash for SCBA
Harnesses
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend one
million dollars ($1,000,000) from June 30, 2025 Certified Free Cash for the
purchase of new SCBA Harnesses.
Action: Public Safety & Transportation Approved 6-0

Note: Chief Gentile and Assistant Chief Bianchi joined the Committee.

Chief Gentile stated that this appropriation will fund new Self Contained Breathing Apparatus
(SCBA) Harnesses. A backpack-like device that we wear mostly into fires, but anywhere the air is
not safe for breathing. For the most part, its used for firefighting operations. New harnesses will
replace the ones coming to the end of their useful life.

Questions and answers:

Are the harnesses replaced at once, or staggered? Chief Gentile answered there's four assigned
to a truck. This is a vital piece of equipment, to have them all exactly the same. With technology
these change yearly. The ones that we’ll purchase are completely different than the ones we
bought 10 years ago. When you are in a fire, this is your life safety device. You must know exactly
where every switch and button is.

How many harnesses can be purchased for $1,000,000? Chief Gentile answered it will allow us
to purchase approximately 50 harnesses for the 42 riding positions including the chief and his
aide. They’ll be some for spares.
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Does the $1,000,000 include filling and maintenance? Chief Gentile answered yes, maintenance

will be included for a set amount of time. In the budget, costs go up to maintain these, a reason

we asked for a small increase this year. We use the cascade system, which fills the cylinders. We
will replace some cylinders, but this appropriation is for the harnesses.

In Quincy, the gear tested positive for harmful chemicals. Is this happening elsewhere? Chief
Gentile answered that Quincy recently purchased new gear. One year ago, we received
$1,000,000 from the city to purchase PFAS-free gear. Before our gear was purchased, a third-
party, independently tested the gear and it came back PFAS-free, or well under the levels that
are allowable, allowing us to purchase the gear.

Councilor Lucas made a motion to approve this appropriation. Council members agreed
6-0.

The Committee adjourned at 9:07 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

Tarik Lucas, Chair



