
 

Thursay, May 14, 2026

(Photo: The starting line on Sunday at the Newton Chinese Language
School's Dragon's Path 5k/1k Run and Walk which brought together students
and families for a morning of exercise, cultural pride, and community spirit
celebrating Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month and
Mother's Day.)

﻿Dear Friends,

Every year the Boston Athletic Association provides the City of Newton with
45 invitational bibs that we assign to athletes running the Boston Marathon to
raise money for nonprofits doing amazing work in our community.

This year, Team Newton athletes raised an impressive $443,909 to support a
variety of organizations. Click here to see the full list of runners and
charities.

https://www.newtonma.gov/government/mayor-fuller/team-newton-2021#docaccess-613150c98847167ea439add095f8f458


Thanks to Citizens
Assistance Officer
Amalia Timbers in our
office who works with
the BAA, pairs
charities with
athletes, and is the
all-around “answer
person” for all things
Team Newton.

In this update I’ll focus on:

Burr School Playground
Seeking Committee Members
It's Parade Weekend

Burr Fields To Reopen

The Burr School Fields in Auburndale will reopen this summer, with the fence
coming down in July. For the first time in two years, children and adults will
be able to begin enjoying the space again for “passive” recreation activities
(this means fun activities on the fields that are not organized team sports). 

Originally closed
in the spring of
2024 and slated
for completion
that fall, the
project
experienced
significant
delays which
have been
frustrating for
the entire
community.

One of our goals since January has been to balance getting these fields
healthy and ready for active use with getting them open as soon as possible.
Thanks to Commissioner Marc Welch and the Parks & Recreation team, they
have found a terrific compromise solution.

While the newly planted grass fields require additional time to fully establish
before they can support organized sports activities later this fall, the fields
are getting close to ready for informal light recreational use over the
summer. 

The Burr School Fields project includes two new multi-purpose fields totaling
more than five acres of new field space, as well as a paved walking path
measuring more than a quarter mile around the perimeter of the fields. We’re



excited for the residents of Auburndale and beyond to be able to enjoy this
open space again soon.

Call For Applicants

As Mayor, I want to open the selection process for our city's boards and
commissions to a broad pool of applicants. There are a lot of opportunities,
and I encourage interested and qualified applicants to apply. 

Here are opportunities on two committees:

Community Preservation Committee

The state’s Community Preservation Act (CPA) allows communities to
establish a local Community Preservation Fund to help preserve open space
and historic sites, create affordable housing, and develop outdoor recreation
facilities.

The Community Preservation Committee oversees Newton's CPA program
and determines how the money is spent.

The committee consists of nine members, four of whom are community
members appointed by the Mayor, including one each with an expertise or
demonstrated interest in open space, recreation, historic preservation, and
affordable housing.

There are currently two open positions available: one in Open Space and
one in Recreation, but we always welcome applicants with interests in all
four categories.

Applicants should submit a letter of interest describing how their skills and
experience relate to their preferred area.

Click here for additional information. Appointments are for three-year terms. 

John Chaffin Educational Fund

The Chaffin Education Fund was established with a gift from the estate of
John Chaffin in 1973 to be used to benefit high school graduates in Newton
who want to continue their education but are financially unable to do so.

The Chaffin Education Fund's Board of Trustees consists of six members
appointed by the Mayor along with the Chair of the Newton School
Committee.

There are currently two openings for lifetime appointments. Individuals with
business or financial acumen are strongly encouraged to apply.
Click here for more information.

See you Sunday at the Parade

https://www.newtonma.gov/government/boards-commissions
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/boards-commissions


The 250th Anniversary Salute to Service Parade is this Sunday, featuring a
new date and a new route that is bigger and better than ever.

This year’s parade, on Armed Services Day a
week before the traditional date of Memorial
Day Weekend, starts at City Hall on
Commonwealth Avenue, takes a left onto
Walnut Street, goes past the Cooper Center,
then right onto Washington Street, and then
left on Adams Street before ending at Coletti-
Magni Park on Watertown Street.

Roads Will Be Closed

With 70 “units,” including 13 bands and 24
floats, this parade is double the size of past
years.

Police will be closing and opening streets as
the parade passes, and expect that closures will last about an hour to an
hour and a half.

Please be aware that if you’re traveling by City Hall or through Newtonville or
Nonantum between 3 and 5 p.m., there will be detours and parking
restrictions in place.

The Newton Free Library will be open during regular Sunday hours from 1 to
5 p.m. Parade staging will be taking place along Homer Street and in the
parking lot, so please be aware that there will be some disruption until the
parade gets underway at 3 p.m.

Fun Along the Route

The Saturday Springfest Carnival continues on Sunday on the lawn at
City Hall from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. A free shuttle to the carnival will run
every 20 minutes from noon to 4 p.m. from NNHS Lowell Ave. parking
lot to Comm. Ave.
A free non-contact Football Skills & Drills Clinic with New England
Patriots mascot, Pat Patriot, from 2 to 3:30 p.m. on the Newton North
Tiger Drive Field. (Parking only in the Lowell Avenue lot.) The event is
open to all kids and skill levels in grades 1-8. (Registration is required –
click here.)
Collect patriotic beads, flags, pinwheels, and popcorn along the Kids
Scavenger Hunt route in Newtonville from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. at Harvest
Bread, George Howell Coffee, Rancatore’s, and the Cooper Center.
The Cooper Center is hosting a rooftop parade watch party with live
music, popcorn for all, sensory activities for young children provided by
Little Beats, and a special visit from Bluey. Festivities begin at 3 p.m.
A bouncy house will be set up at Our Lady's at the corner of
Washington and Adams Streets.
Join Elvis and a face painter at Icing on the Cake on Adams Street for
free cake while it lasts, and while you’re there, congratulate owner
Paula Kirrane Lutkevich for 40 years in business.

https://newtonma.myrec.com/info/activities/default.aspx?type=activities


And, a special thank you to Cabot’s which will provide ice cream for the
entire elementary school with the highest percentage of their students
marching in the parade.

Looking Ahead

This should be a great weekend in our city, with Linda Plaut Festival of the
Arts events continuing, Waban Village Day on Sunday morning, and of
course, the parade.

I’m also looking ahead to Memorial Day and am reminded of the importance
of coming together as a community to honor those who made the ultimate
sacrifice in service to our country.

On Sunday, May 24, we will begin at Forte Memorial Park at 9 a.m., and lay
flags in honor of the fallen Newton soldiers memorialized on each bridge
over the Mass Pike. On Monday, May 25, we will gather at 10 a.m. at Newton
Cemetery in a solemn ceremony where we will lay wreaths in the veterans’
lots.

Representing Newton on the National Research Stage

In classrooms, research
labs at the Dana-Farber
Cancer Institute, and it’s
a good bet, during late-
night study sessions, two
extraordinary Newton
High School students
have quietly been doing
work that could one day
change lives far beyond
our community.

(Photo: With, from left,
Michelle and her family,
and Aneesha and her
family.)

Aneesha Aryan, a junior at Newton North, and Michelle Chudnovsky, a senior
at Newton South, represented Newton at the recent American Academy of
Cancer Researchers annual meeting in San Diego where they presented
their work.



Their research focuses on different aspects of medicine and recovery; both
students have already demonstrated the kind of dedication and purpose that
inspires everyone around them.

At the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, Aneesha used applied machine
learning to study one of the most challenging areas in cancer research: RAS
mutations, which are found in roughly 30 percent of all human cancers. Her
work explores how gene expression profiles may help identify which patients
are most likely to respond to targeted therapies, an advancement that could
lead to more personalized and effective treatment options for cancer patients
worldwide.

Michelle’s research at Dana-Farber focused on breast cancer survivors.
Studying upper limb physical performance and the effects of volume
asymmetry on strength and recovery after treatment, Michelle’s work
addresses an often-overlooked part of survivorship: the long road to healing
after cancer treatment ends. Her research has meaningful implications for
quality of life, helping clinicians better understand how survivors recover
physically and how care can be improved to support long-term wellness.

Together, Aneesha and Michelle embody the very best of what can be
achieved when talent is paired with empathy and determination.

Aneesha and Michelle, congratulations on all that you have already
accomplished.

One Side of a Street vs. the Other Side

Every wonder why a section of a street is scheduled for repaving or repair by
the Department of Public Works, but not the whole street?

DPW staff selects the roads to be repaved or repaired using the City’s
Pavement Condition Index (PCI) analysis. The analysis uses radar to
analyze the condition of all roadways in Newton on a 0 to 100 scoring
system (0 being a poor roadway, 100 being a new one).

Our planned paving schedule for this year concentrates on roads with a PCI
under 53.

On some roadways, one end may be in better condition than another, so the
section in poorer condition, with a PCI of 53 or under, will be scheduled to be
done first.

Click here for a list of PCI ratings by street segments.

It Takes A Team

https://files.constantcontact.com/86247818101/4c76fc1d-1455-42d6-9a9b-83f724110c07.pdf


When we had the idea of changing the date and making this year’s annual
parade something special, we knew it would take a lot of effort from a lot of
people working together.

Huge thanks to the whole team of folks from City Hall and the community
who pivoted to a new plan and ran with it: Veterans Services Officer Seth
Bai, Administrative Specialist Charnel Luc, Deputy Commissioner Mark Kelly,
Paula Gannon, and Archana Menon from Parks & Recreation, the Older
Adult Services team hosting the watch party at the Cooper Center, and our
community partners, Kevin McNamara who put up the memorial banners
along the parade route honoring Vietnam War Veterans who made the
ultimate sacrifice, and especially, Anthony Pellegrini and Anthony Clemente
from the Nonantum Children’s Christmas Party Association who have been
invaluable.  

I look forward to seeing you all this Sunday at 3:00 pm for our 250th

Anniversary Salute to Service Parade!

See you around the city,

Mayor Marc

The Linda Plaut Festival of the Arts sponsored by
Spark Newton in partnership with the City of Newton
continues through the weekend and into next week with
SpringFEST at City Hall and the Suzuki School of
Newton Multi Cultural Festival this Saturday, and the
Contemporary Jazz Orchestra performing at City Hall
on Tuesday, May 19. Click here for details.

The 20th Annual Waban Village Day and Family Fun
Run is this Sunday, May 17 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in
Waban Square with rides and amusements for kids of all
ages, vendor tables, music, food, and ice cream.

Join the fun at the Newton Rotary Dog Fest & Parade
on Saturday, May 30 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Hyde
Community Center Playground, 90 Lincoln Street. Click
here for more information.

Walk for Independence on Saturday, May 30, to support the Carroll Center
for the Blind and celebrate the community coming together to improve the
lives of people who are blind or visually impaired. Registration begins at 9:00
a.m. at the Charles River Campus of UMass Amherst, the walk kicks off at

https://sparknewton.org/happenings/foa-2026/
https://newtonrotaryclub.com/calendaritem/details?calendaritemid=56650595-8026-4996-bb27-30e42627c500&start=2026-05-30&end=2026-05-30


10:00 a.m., and the fun continues at a post walk BBQ
from 11:00 a.m. to noon. Click here to for more
information and to register here.

The City Clerk’s Office has mailed 2026 Census forms to every
household in Newton, as stipulated by state law. Please return
the forms or respond online by the end of May. Click here for
more information.

Celebrate Pride Month in Newton on
Wednesday, June 3 from 5 to 7:30 p.m.
at Newton City Hall. Enjoy food, art, and

community resources at this free, family-friendly event hosted by the Newton
Human Rights Commission & the Celebration of Queer Culture Planning
Committee. Click here for more information.
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