
 

Friday, May 8, 2026

(Photo: With families at NewtonSERVES on Sunday cleaning up Bowen
Elementary School. Thanks to the hundreds of volunteers who pitched in
with some spring cleaning around our city. NewtonSERVES comes once a
year, but we can pitch in all year round by picking up trash where we see it
scattered. Why is it important? If all of us pick up just a little bit, we're going
to make Newton cleaner and more beautiful while protecting our natural
resources.)

﻿Dear Friends,

This past Sunday, 24 pregnant veterans or spouses of veterans, including 11
from Newton, filled the City Hall War Memorial with their families for a very
special baby shower. More than 11,000 pounds of diapers and baby supplies
were donated from people across the state to help provide essential items,
support, and encouragement to these veterans starting or expanding their
families.

As Memorial Day approaches, this was a small way of showing our
appreciation. Thanks to the Bedford VA Healthcare System and to Newton’s



Veterans Services Director Seth Bai for organizing and hosting this event in
Newton. 

In this update I’ll focus on:

Tradition Restored
Bringing Community Together
Be Our Eyes and Ears
Plaza Tuesdays

Tradition Restored on Adams Street

The red, white, and green center lines are back on
Adams Street in Nonantum.

On Monday evening crews repainted the colors of the
Italian flag, restoring a neighborhood tradition in time
for next weekend's 250th Anniversary Salute to Service
Parade, Nonantum Village Day on Sunday, June 7,
and the 91st “Festa” on July 15-19.

Bringing Community Together

We’re excited about this year’s parade and activities starting at 3 p.m. on
Sunday, May 17.

This year’s expanded parade starts at City Hall where the bands, floats,
military vehicles, trucks, horses, Aleppo Shriners, and more will start on
Commonwealth Avenue and move through Newtonville along Walnut Street,
head right on Washington Street, and then left on Adams Street where it
concludes at Coletti-Magni Park on Watertown Street.

The parade also includes a special contest
for Newton Public School students. The
school with the most students participating
will win free Cabot’s Ice Cream for the
whole school.

Join the fun along the parade route next
Sunday:

The SpringFest Carnival continues from Saturday on the lawn at City
Hall from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Enjoy the rides and watch the parade begin
at 3 p.m. (SpringFest is on Saturday, May 16 with a full day of activities
– see below for more information.)

A free non-contact Football Skills & Drills Clinic with New England
Patriots mascot, Pat Patriot, from 2 to 3:30 p.m. on the Newton North
Tiger Drive Field. (Parking only in the Lowell Avenue lot.) The event is
open to all kids and skill levels in grades 1-8. (Registration is required –
click here.)

https://newtonma.myrec.com/info/activities/default.aspx?type=activities


The Cooper Center is hosting a rooftop parade watch party with live
music, popcorn for all, sensory activities for young children provided by
Little Beats, and a special visit from Bluey. Festivities begin at 3 p.m.

Collect patriotic beads, flags, pinwheels and popcorn along the Kids
Scavenger Hunt route in Newtonville from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. at Harvest
Bread, George Howell Coffee, Rancatore’s, and the Cooper Center.

A bouncy house will be set up at Our Lady’s at the corner of
Washington and Adams Streets, along with a 50 stars painting activity.

Elvis will be performing at Icing on the Cake on Adams Street. A face
painter will also be there, and enjoy free cake while it lasts.

Memorial Day Ceremonies

Our annual Memorial Day ceremonies to honor the sacrifice made by our
fallen service members will be held on Sunday, May 24 and Monday, May
25.

Memorial Procession on Sunday: We will begin at 9 a.m. at Forte
Memorial Park and proceed together to lay flags in honor of the fallen
Newton soldiers memorialized on each bridges over the Mass Pike.

Wreath Laying on Monday: We will begin at 10 a.m. at Newton
Cemetery. The ceremony begins at the Veterans Lot near the entrance
and continues to the next two lots with Newton’s fallen soldiers. 

Be Our Eyes and Ears

Our team is always out and about in Newton, but we could use your help
being our eyes and ears around the city.

If you see a pothole, please take a minute and report it to our 311 system.

Is there a streetlight on your street
that’s out? Report that to 311 too, so
we can get it fixed.

The same goes for a whole host of
things that need our attention. From
cleaning up a downed city tree limb or
replacing a broken playground fence, to
washing off graffiti, taking away a dead
animal on the side of a road, replacing
a broken sign, and more.

If we don’t know about a problem, we
can’t fix it.

The 311 system is easy to use:



Access Newton 311 on your computer by going to the City of Newton
website at newtonma.gov and clicking on the Newton 311 icon on the
home page.

or

Download the free Newton 311 app onto your phone and set up an
account to start using the system.

Our Customer Service team at City Hall is also available to enter requests
into the system. Call 617-796-1000, Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5
p.m. to report an issue.

Thanks for your help!

Coming Soon: Newton Centre Plaza Tuesdays

Come on over to Newton Centre, do some
shopping and then enjoy live music every
Tuesday beginning on May 26 at the
Newton Centre Plaza.

The City Hall Strummers ukulele band will
kick off the Plaza Tuesdays series.

Concerts will run from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m., so
the timing is perfect to grab some take-out
to enjoy at the plaza, or book a table at one
of the great restaurants nearby for dinner after the show.

Thanks to Director of Arts and Culture Meryl Kessler for putting this together.

Stay tuned for more details on who will be performing.

Want to keep up to date on all things Arts and Culture? Click here to see the
Let's Create Newton Arts Calendar and Interactive Arts and Culture Map.

Celebrating Our Diverse Heritage﻿

On Monday, I met with
board members and staff of
the ADL New England in
recognition of Jewish
American Heritage Month
to honor the enduring
contributions of Jewish
Americans in our city. From
civic leadership and public
service to arts, science,
education, and business,
Jewish Americans since the
first families moved to

https://www.newtonma.gov/
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/arts-and-culture-2457


Nonantum have had an integral part in Newton’s strength, growth and vitality.

And on Thursday, I
celebrated Asian American
and Pacific Islander
Heritage Month with
members of the
Massachusetts Chapter of
the Formosan Association
in honor of Taiwanese
American Heritage Week.
During this month we honor
Asian Americans and
Pacific Islanders who have
enriched our community through their vibrant culture, entrepreneurial spirit,
and dedication to education, public service, and civic engagement. This
week in particular, we also honor Taiwanese Americans for their proud
history rooted in freedom and democracy.

Just Getting Things Done

For the better part of three decades, Michael
Antonellis has arrived at work for his
hometown, not just as an employee, but as
part of a family tradition rooted deeply in
service to this community.

His dad, Vincent Antonellis, was a senior wire
inspector for the City of Newton, his
grandfather, also Vincent Antonellis, was the
Superintendent of the Water Department, and
his mom’s father, Charles Garabedian, was a
Newton fire fighter.

“Newton’s just a part of me, it really is,” he
said.

(Photo: Michael Antonellis and Interim
Planning Director Katie Whewell standing in
the doorway to a new office he and Joe Bibbo
created in the Planning Department.)

Michael filled a temporary position with the City of Newton as a carpenter’s
apprentice in 1998 working alongside Joe Bibbo, and for the next two years



the pair handled carpentry projects in all the properties owned by the city –
including schools.

He then spent 16 years working as the storekeeper in the Department of
Public Works, before returning to the Public Buildings Department.

In February, after years working with Joe handling everything from building
desks to offices, fixing broken windows, repairing ceiling tiles and all kinds of
other carpentry jobs, he was promoted to Assistant Superintendent of Public
Buildings.

He looks at the new position not as a supervisor, but instead as a facilitator –
someone who just helps get things done.

And the best part of the job?

“Honestly, it’s the people. There are just some really good people working for
this city.”

Help Is Available

Among the many designations this month,
May is also recognized as Mental Health
Awareness Month, a time to highlight the
importance of mental well-being and focus on
reducing stigma around mental illness.

Began in 1949, this is also an opportunity to
provide information for programs and
resources available for support, and care.

Click here for a list of mental health resources.

If you have questions or need help accessing these resources, please
contact the Human Services Division at 617-796-1420.

Happy Mother's Day

Happy Mother’s Day on Sunday to all the people who
showed up and nurtured the best in all of us.

See you around the city,

Mayor Marc

https://www.newtonma.gov/government/health-human-services/youth-services/suicide-prevention-and-mental-health/-fsiteid-1


Spark Newton’s Linda Plaut Festival of the Arts
kicks off this Saturday, May 9 with an opening
night concert, Music for All, by the New
Philharmonia Orchestra & Friends. The musicians
and soloists will begin the performance at 6 p.m. in
the City Hall War Memorial Auditorium. Click here
for more information and to register to attend this
kick off concert. 

Join the Newton Family Singers and enjoy the
music of REM and the Indigo Girls at 4 p.m.on
Saturday, May 9 at the Newton Community Stage (at
Lincoln-Eliot School). Click here for more information

and to purchase tickets.

Newton Community Education is offering $25 off any
full-day camp, including the high-energy full-day
sports camps and teen programs where kids stay
active, build skills, and explore new experiences from
morning to afternoon. Click here for more and use
code MOM25 for $25 off through June 1.

Registration is now open for the Newton-
Needham PMC Kids Ride on Sunday, June 14
to help raise money for pediatric cancer research
and treatment. Every dollar raised supports
cancer research and compassionate care at

Dana-Farber, bringing everyone closer to a cure. Click here to learn more
and register to ride or volunteer.

Students at Newton North and Newton South
will have the opportunity to pursue FAA
Remote Pilot Certification as part of a new
partnership with the Boston Drone School to

expand hands-on STEM learning opportunities. The program, supported by
The Village Bank and Newton Schools Foundation will begin in the 2026–
2027 school year. Students will explore flight skills, engineering, artificial
intelligence, and real-world applications of drone technology in fields such as
environmental science, media, and public safety. Click here to learn more
about this new NPS program.

School Superintendent Anna Nolin also recently released her Annual
Report on the Newton Public School. You can read it here. 

Explore the sounds and history of traditional Chinese instruments - and
try them yourself – at an interactive demonstration at the Newton Free

https://sparknewton.org/event/opening-night-the-new-philharmonia-orchestra/
https://www.newtonfamilysingers.org/events.html
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewtoncommunityed.org%2Fsummer-camp%2F%3Fsearch%3D%26grade%3D%26subject%3DSummer%2BKids%253A%2BFull-Day%2BPrograms%26start_date%3D&data=05%7C02%7Ceishkanian%40newtonma.gov%7C6b942e7243d24280a9df08deac4e2ae5%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C639137648932530584%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=v8g0T9XyvvAJac5zqqslkblT93HCi%2BCQFfNmb5brRP4%3D&reserved=0
https://newtoncommunityed.org/summer-camp/?search=&grade=&subject=Summer+Kids%3A+Full-Day+Programs&start_date=
https://kids.pmc.org/newton-needham
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QB3T-EAG6A8aCqFTK8_oa7NoiEuzV_kIBX4KKbjGPEc/edit?tab=t.0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CDmZ-mvyPxyMUUslrisTcX0waCJ4V-HC/view


Library on Monday, May 11. The program begins at 7
p.m. in Library’s Druker Auditorium. Click here for more
information.

Explore police vehicles, play lawn games, and
meet your Newton Police Officers at a Sensory
Friendly Touch A Truck event on Wednesday,
May 13 from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. in Captain Ryan
Park next to Police Headquarters at the corner of
Washington and Cherry Streets in West Newton.

Newton Community Farm’s Annual Seedling Sale is
Saturday and Sunday, May 16 and 17. Nearly 100
varieties of vegetables, herbs, and flower seedlings will
be available, along with potting soil and soil
amendments. Plus, gardening experts will be on hand
to answer questions. Click here for more information. 
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