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CITY OF NEWTON
Planning & Development Board
MEETING MINUTES
Monday, March 2, 2026

Members Present:

Kevin McCormick, Chair

Ed Dailey, Vice Chair

Lee Breckenridge, Member

Amy Dain, Member

Peter Doeringer, Member

Katie Whewell, Ex Officio

Staff Present:

Katie Whewell, Interim Planning & Development Director
Nora Colello, Senior Planner

Andrew Lee, Assistant City Solicitor

1. The Planning Board, Acting as Board of Survey, to Vote on Petition
Submitted by Attorney Andrea E. Arone on Behalf of Kyung Whang and
Annie Whang as the current owners of Lot 1of the Farwell Street Subdivision
seeking a release of Lot 1 from the Covenant recoded with the Middlesex
South Registry of Deeds in Book 74262, Page 392.

Presentation:

e Attorney Arone presented the history of the covenant for Lot 1 and deferred
to Attorney Lee for a more detailed history.

e Attorney Laurence Lee presented the history of Lots 2-6 and Lot 1 regarding
the subdivision. He stated that Lot 1 is connected to the sale from the current
owner to a new buyer, which involves Attorney Arone. He added that the
deadline for the covenant needs to be extended for Lots 2-6 in order to finish
the subdivision work. In addition, the extension will clean up the title and
subdivision paperwork so that Lot 1 can be sold to the new buyer.

e Attorney Andrew Lee stated that the subdivision was approved in 2018 and
the Certificate of Approval was revised in December 2019. He added that the
owner needs to provide a Form of Surety to ensure that they will complete
the municipal services. He explained that the Planning Board must approve
the release of the lot from the covenant before it can be sold. In 2022, Lot 1
was sold without release from the covenant which prompted this agenda
item. He laid out the City’s concerns and added that the City Engineer and the
Inspectional Services Department approved and signed off on the project. He
stated that Lot 1 already has a Certificate of Occupancy and Lots 2-6 are
under development and working with ISD for the building permits.

Public Comments:
e There were no public comments.

Board Discussion:
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e Peter Doeringer (member) stated that the Board has not seen the Engineering or ISD approvals and
asked if there were any negatives for the City to release Lot 1 from the covenant.

e Attorney Andrew Lee answered he does not believe there are any negatives with releasing Lot 1 from
the covenant.

e Kevin McCormick (Chair) asked for clarification if the lots are able to be released one at a time or if
they have to be released all at once.

e Attorney Andrew Lee stated it depends on the timing of when the owner seeks the release. It can be
all at once, but they have to meet certain criteria.

e Lee Breckenridge (member) asked if the lots could be released one at a time while they are built out.

e Attorney Andrew Lee stated that was correct.

e Ed Dailey (Vice-Chair) asked for a general sense of the entire roadway through the cul-de-sac.

e Attorney Laurence Lee stated that it looks complete as it stands now. Lot 1 is complete and is
currently occupied. Lots 2-4 are nearly complete. Lots 5 & 6 permits are being sought now. Once the
last lots are complete, the topcoat will be in place.

o Peter Doeringer asked if there would be any hardships created for Lot 1 if Board decided to hold the
item until all six lots were complete.

e Attorney Arone stated that it would have a detrimental effect on the client and that closing the sale
has already been delayed due to the issue. It could be years before the other five lots are ready to be
released. Her client cannot sell the property until that happens.

e Ed Dailey stated that partial release of covenants is standard process.

e Attorney Andrew Lee presented the covenant and the specific criteria he cited earlier for the Board of
Survey to make a decision. He stated that based on the circumstances and recommendations by the
Engineering Department it is appropriate to release Lot 1.

e A motion was made by Peter Doeringer to approve the release of Lot 1 from the covenant,
seconded by Ed Dailey. The motion passed unanimously with one abstaining (Katie Whewell).

2. The Planning Board, Acting as Board of Survey, to Vote on Petition Submitted by Attorney Laurance
Lee on Behalf of Polo Enterprises, Inc. as the current owner of Lots 2 through 6 of the Farwell Street
Subdivision, requesting modification to the Covenant recorded with the Middlesex South Registry of
Deeds in Book 74262, Page 392 to extend the date provided in Section 5 thereof for the completion of
construction of ways and installation of municipal and utility services from December 31, 2021 to
December 31, 2026.

Presentation:
e Attorney Laurence Lee stated that the houses are under construction. Once they are
complete, they will request the partial releases of Lots 2-6 from the covenant as appropriate.

Public Comments:
e There were no public comments.

Board Discussion:

e Ed Dailey asked if the cul-de-sac would become a public way at that point.

e Attorney Laurance Lee stated that it will still remain as a private way.

e Kevin McCormick asked for clarification on “construction of ways and installation of municipal and
utility services”.
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e Attorney Laurance Lee stated that it is related to connecting the utilities and putting a topcoat on the
driveway. The construction is in phases and once the work is complete they will return for the release
of the covenant so that they are able to sell the properties.

e Lee Breckenridge stated that the purpose is to extend the deadline for the work to be completed.

e A motion was made by Peter Doeringer to extend the date to December 31, 2026, seconded
by Ed Dailey. The motion passed unanimously with one abstaining (Katie Whewell).

3. Minutes for February 2, 2026.
e A motion was made by Kevin McCormick to accept the minutes of February 2, 2026, seconded by Ed
Dailey. The motion passed unanimously.

4. Staff Updates
e Updating job descriptions for open positions
Nora Colello’s promotion to Chief of Long-Range Planning

5. Upcoming Meetings
e Regular P&D meeting on April 6, 2026.

6. Adjournment
e A motion was made by Peter Doeringer to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Ed Dailey.
e The meeting adjourned at 7:45pm.
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