City Council Reports Docket

April 28 — Finance and Zoning & Planning Page 85
April 29 — Public Safety & Transportation 7:45 PM, Hybrid
To be reported on

Monday, May 4, 2026

City of Newton

In City Council Items to be Acted Upon

" The location of this meeting is accessible, and reasonable accommodation will be provided to
persons with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please
contact the city of Newton’s ADA Coordinator at least two business days in advance of the meeting:
ADACoordinator@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089.
For the Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewtonma-gov.zoom.us%2Fj%2F84211815544&data=05%7C02%7Clpennel%40newtonma.gov%7Cf7ed1914acab4bf409ff08dea6f9ac2b%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C639131788457471670%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KhHFR5f8yd%2BVRTvRp%2FyskEYk2gceyz2KPQTO6JwuU7o%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQvNeCJkA3PftuLLvfAh3cQ
mailto:ADACoordinator@newtonma.gov
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Referred to Zoning & Planning Committee
04/28/2026

Present: Councilors Baker, Wright, Oliver, Albright, Gordon, Getz, Dahmubed, and Kalis

#126-26

#42-26

#45-26

Authorization to submit FY27 Annual Action Plan

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization, pursuant to the 2025
Revised Citizen Participation Plan, to submit the FY27 Annual Action Plan to
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for the City
of Newton's Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and Emergency
Solutions Grant (ESG) funds, as well as for the WestMetro HOME Consortium.
Zoning & Planning Approved 7-0-1 (Councilor Baker Abstained)

Ordinance change in Chapter 30 to allow raised beds in the front and rear
setback under certain conditions

COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT, KELLEY, and DAHMUBED requesting a discussion and
amendments to Chapter 30, Zoning to exempt raised beds 4- feet or less from
the definition of a structure and allow them to be placed within the setback.
Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 01/26/2026

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 04/13/2026

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0

Changes to the MRT section of the VCOD to increase MRT proposals - which
have been helpful in preserving existing homes.

COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT, ROCHE, and DAHMUBED requesting discussion with
Planning staff on suggestions to update the MRT (within the VCOD), requests
discussion and ordinance updates on the following aspect of the MRT. MRT
seems to be a successful tool to preserve existing buildings, and these
changes could enhance this effort:

1) Allow more flexibility on the number of units per building when there are 2
MRT buildings on one site. Currently, there must be 3 units in each building
but having 2 in one building and 4 in another produces the same outcome,
and this flexibility may allow more MRT proposals.

2) Modify parking setbacks: Allowing driveways within side and rear setbacks
including along the lot line -or in other currently unallowed areas, is a
common historic treatment that is not allowed in the MRT. This site plan
change may encourage the adaptive use of existing homes

3) Modify the minimum distance between buildings to incentivize the
adaptive reuse of more homes.

4) Reduce the MRT parking requirement

5) Increase the maximum MRT footprint and relate changes to the number of
units proposed.

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0




#46-26

#99-26
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Periodic updates on VCOD proposals

COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT, ROCHE, and DAHMUBED requesting updates twice
per year, on potential projects brought to the Planning Department under the
new Village Center Overlay District. The updates should include indications of
interest and actual permits filed; for which villages and under which zoning
districts, number of stories and units as well as type of entity requested (VC2,
VC3, MRT), with suggestions for change made about any of these.

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 02/09/2026

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0

Requesting presentation and discussion on the proposed Town of Brookline
rezoning for the Route 9/Boylston St corridor between Hammond St and
Hammond Parkway

COUNCILORS BAKER, GROSSMAN, KALIS, FARRELL, GOLDEN, SILBER,
DAHMUBED, LUCAS, ALBRIGHT, MALAKIE, WRIGHT, GETZ, and BLOCK
requesting a presentation and discussion about the proposed rezoning and
related traffic modifications under consideration by the Town of Brookline for
the Boylston St/Route 9 corridor between Hammond St and Hammond Pond
Parkway abutting the City of Newton (180 Days: 08/29/2026).

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 03/09/2026

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation Committee

04/29/2026

Present: Councilors Lucas (Chair), Wright, Block, Irish, Roche, Golden and Silber; absent:
Councilor Greenberg; also present: Councilor Charm

#120-26

Appeal of Traffic Council Decision TC62-25

COUNCILOR CHARM, appealing the approval of Traffic Council petition TC62-
25 on February 26, 2026, on the request to restrict parking along a portion of
Holly Road near Beacon Street. (Ward 5)

Public Safety & Transportation Approved the Appeal as Amended 7-0

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation Committee
04/28/2026

Public Safety & Transportation Committee Members Present: Councilors Lucas (Chair),
Greenberg, Wright, Irish, Roche, Golden, and Silber; Finance Committee Members Present:
Councilors Grossman (Chair), Bixby, Charm, Greenberg, Malakie, Micley, and Silber; Absent:
Councilors Krintzman and Block
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Referred to Public Safety & Transportation and Finance Committees

#135-26

Requesting amendment to city ordinances for parking fine revision
COUNCILORS LUCAS, FARRELL, IRISH, WRIGHT, GREENBERG, LEARY, and
SILBER requesting to amend city ordinances to increase the parking fine for
Street Sweeping parking violations.

Public Safety & Transportation Held 6-0 (Councilor Wright Not Voting)
Finance Held 8-0 on 04/28/2026

Referred to Finance Committee
04/28/2026

Finance Committee Members Present: Councilors Grossman (Chair), Bixby, Charm,
Greenberg, Malakie, Micley, and Silber; Public Safety & Transportation Committee Members
Present: Councilors Lucas (Chair), Greenberg, Wright, Irish, Roche, Golden, and Silber;
Absent: Councilors Krintzman and Block

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation and Finance Committees

#135-26

#142-26

#143-26

#144-26

Requesting amendment to city ordinances for parking fine revision
COUNCILORS LUCAS, FARRELL, IRISH, WRIGHT, GREENBERG, LEARY, and
SILBER requesting to amend city ordinances to increase the parking fine for
Street Sweeping parking violations.

Finance Held 8-0

Public Safety & Transportation Held 6-0 (Councilor Wright Not Voting) on
04/28/2026

Authorization to accept and expend a grant of $28,092.79

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend a
grant of twenty-eight thousand ninety-two dollars and seventy-nine cents
(528,092.79) from the Executive Office of Public Safety and the Department
of Fire Services.

Finance Approved 8-0

Authorization to accept a grant of $14,000

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept a grant of
fourteen thousand dollars (514,000) from the National Environmental Health
Association.

Finance Approved as Amended Adding "and expend" 8-0

Submittal of the ACFR and external audit reports

COMPTROLLER transmitting the Annual Comprehensive Financial Report and
external audit reports for fiscal year ending June 30, 2025 for City Council
review/acceptance.

Finance Accepted the Report 8-0




#151-26

#156-26

#162-26

Reports Docket, Monday, May 4, 2026

Continued
Page 89

Requesting Ordinance Amendment to Chapter 2, Administration

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting amendments to Chapter 2,
Administration, of the Revised Ordinances of Newton, Massachusetts, 2017
to reorganize the Purchasing Department under the Financial Services
Department.

Finance Approved Effective July 1, 2026 8-0

Authorization to accept and expend a grant of $31,460

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend a
grant of thirty-one thousand four hundred sixty dollars ($31,460) from the
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection's Electric Vehicle
Incentive Program to install three dual-port charging stations at the Utilities
building at 60 Elliot Street.

Finance Approved 8-0

Appointment of Karen F. Munro as Chief Procurement Officer

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR appointing KAREN F. MUNRO as CHIEF
PROCUREMENT OFFICER pursuant to Sec 3-3 of the City Charter (30 days:
05/27/2026).

Finance Approved 8-0

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation and Finance Committees

#98-26

Discussion on improving compliance for violations of street sweeping
regulations in Nonantum

COUNCILOR LEARY requesting a discussion on improving compliance with the
street sweeping program in place in certain streets in Nonantum, including
increasing fines and considering towing violators (180 days: 08/29/26).
Public Safety & Transportation Voted No Action Necessary 7-0 on 04-08-26
Finance Voted No Action Necessary 8-0




