
 

Public Facilities Committee Report 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

 

Wednesday, April 8, 2026 
 

 
Present: Councilors Kalis (Chair), Albright, Getz, Gordon, Dahmubed, Grossman, Kelley, and Leary 
 
Also Present: Councilors Bixby and Irish 
 
City Staff: Chief of Community Services John Rice, Commissioner of Public Works Shawna Sullivan, 
Deputy Commissioner of Public Works Bernie McDonald, Associate City Engineer John Daghlian, City 
Engineer Alfredo Vargas 
 
All Public Facilities agendas and reports, both past and present, can be found at the following link: 
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-
committees/public-facilities-committee.  
 
For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the following 
link: https://www.youtube.com/live/ChjdtBhbcto?si=t9ZAmSZGcUnN2zXJ.  
 
Public Hearing 04-08-26 
#114-26 Eversource petition for a grant of location on Smith Avenue 

EVERSOURCE ENERGY petitioning for a grant of location for one pole located on 
the East side of Smith Avenue approximately 556 feet southwest of Cleveland 
Street to be relocated to approximately 16 feet southwest of its current location. 
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/912655 

Action:  Public Facilities Approved 7-0 (Councilors Leary Not Voting) 
 

Note:  Joanne Callender, a representative from Eversource, explained that a new house is 
currently under construction and the owner would like to move the pole to the other side of the 
driveway for his landscaping needs.  
 
A Councilor asked whether they would underground service from the pole to the house, which  
Joanne Callender confirmed they would. 
 
The public hearing was opened and closed with no comments from the public. 
 
Councilor Kelley motioned to approve the item, which passed unanimously. 
 
 

https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/public-facilities-committee
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/public-facilities-committee
https://www.youtube.com/live/ChjdtBhbcto?si=t9ZAmSZGcUnN2zXJ
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/912655
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Public Hearing 04-08-26 
#122-26           National Grid petition for a grant of location on Clarendon Street 

NATIONAL GRID petitioning for a grant of location to install and maintain gas 
main in Clarendon Street as follows, due to water work by the City of Newton:  

• 400 feet of 6-inch Plastic gas main to replace 145 feet of 4-inch Bare Steel 
(1944) and 255 feet of 4-inch Cast Iron (1911/1914) in Clarendon Street from 
Norwood Avenue to #30 Clarendon Street (north side of Laundry Brook 
culvert)   

• 290 feet of 6-inch Plastic gas main to replace 195 feet of 4-inch Cast Iron 
(1911 & 1914) and 95 feet of 4-inch Plastic (2007/2014) in Clarendon Street 
from #34 Clarendon Street (south side of Laundry Brook culvert) to Cabot 
Street 

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/908605 

Action:  Public Facilities Approved 7-0 (Councilor Leary Not Voting) 
 

Note:   Mary Mulroney, a representative from National Grid, presented the item.  
 
A Councilor asked why National Grid was requesting to replace the cast iron pipe. Ms. Mulroney 
replied that the pipe is being replaced as a pre-encroachment. The City of Newton is installing a 
water main, but if they do so over National Grid’s gas main, it would lead to an encroachment 
which is not allowed by the Department of Public Utilities (DPU). 
 
The public hearing was opened.  
 
Peter Barrer, 60 Endicott Street, inquired about pipe condition and leakage. He noted that 
Clarendon Street has not been identified as a priority pipe and asked whether there was another 
solution that didn’t require National grid to install a new pipe, which would be paid for by the 
ratepayers. He requested that an alternative location be investigated for the water pipe to avoid 
the new gas pipe’s installation. 
 
Ms. Mulroney confirmed that there are no leaks on the streets and reiterated that the request to 
move the gas main came from Newton’s Water Department.  
 
Associate City Engineer John Daghlian provided further comments about the condition of the water 
main, which is likely subject to calcification. He explained why the gas line needs to be relocated 
given the water main’s location and condition. 
 
Mr. Barrer asked whether another location may be more suitable, to which Mr. Daghlian answered 
that it was not an option due to road’s narrowness, the sewer line, the drainage structures, and 
the brook and culvert itself. 
 
The public hearing was closed.  
 

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/908605
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Jini Fairley, 12 Clarendon Street, asked what mitigated this request and what timeframe it was on. 
She expressed concern because the street is particularly narrow.  
 
Commissioner of Public Works Shawna Sullivan answered that the water main replacement is part 
of the Capital Improvement Plan for the City’s water main improvements. Clarendon Street had 
been scheduled for replacement in 2027 for several years. 
 
Councilor Albright motioned to approve the item, which passed unanimously.  
 
#116-26 Requesting a discussion on the status of the Newton Highlands Working Group 

Requesting a discussion on the status of the Newton Highlands Working Group 
and their findings and recommendations (180 days: 09/12/2026). 

Action:  Public Facilities Held 8-0 
 

Note:   A Councilor explained that the Council suggested that a Working Group be formed 
to make recommendations on how to proceed with the Newton Highlands Enhancement Project. 
This Working Group followed several years of public presentations about this project and met 
approximately every other week since the start of the calendar year. The Working Group 
recommends that the City proceeds with the project in multiple phases, with questions to be 
answered in later phases. 
 
Chief of Community Services John Rice presented the attached slides.  
 
He went over the project’s scope and goals. He detailed near-term safety improvements for the 
following intersections: Lincoln Street at Bowdoin Street, Lincoln Street at Hartford Street, Rodney 
Barker Square, Walnut Street at Floral Street, and Walnut Street at Station Ave. 
 
He reviewed the project’s planned green infrastructure and bioretention areas, including 
connected plantings and tree trenches. He reviewed street lighting in the village center. 
 
He went over the project’s near-term construction costs, which total to $3,385,000. 
 
Councilors discussed the project. 
 
The Committee took a straw vote on whether the Administration and the DPW should proceed 
with working with the consultants to design the Phase 1 project, which passed unanimously. 
 
Councilor Gordon motioned to hold the item, which passed unanimously. 
 
#132-26 Discussion on the Transportation Network Improvement Plan 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS requesting to provide an update on the 
Transportation Network Improvement Plan (180 days: 10/03/26). 

Action:  Public Facilities Voted No Action Necessary 8-0 
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Note:   A full report of this item is forthcoming. 
 
Councilor Grossman motioned to vote No Action Necessary, which passed unanimously. 
 
#43-26 Request for a discussion and ordinance change to only require a new sidewalk 

installation if the existing sidewalk is damaged during construction 
COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT, KALIS, and LEARY requesting a discussion and ordinance 
change regarding Chapter 29 Sections 157-166 of the Revised Ordinances' 
requirement to install a sidewalk when renovations exceed 50% of house costs. 
The homeowner typically learns at the end of a long renovation project that a 
new sidewalk will be required at a cost of between twenty-five thousand dollars 
($25,000) to fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) depending on sidewalk 
configuration. The ordinance change would only require a new sidewalk 
installation if the existing sidewalk was damaged during construction (180 Days: 
07/19/2026). 
Public Facilities Held 7-0 on 02-04-2026 

Action:  Public Facilities Approved 8-0 
 

Note:   Commissioner of Public Works Shawna Sullivan explained that this item was held so 
that the Law Department could draft an ordinance for the Committee to vote on. 
 
Councilors asked a few clarification questions and expressed support for the item.  
 
In response to a Councilor’s question, Commissioner Sullivan noted that the DPW has waved a 
number of sidewalk replacements as long as the sidewalks were in good condition.  
 
Some Councilors raised concerns that homeowners aren’t being clearly informed about the various 
requirements and available waivers when going through home renovation projects. Commissioner 
Sullivan noted that informing homeowners of the ordinance is part of the new permit process, but 
she would double check that it is readily available. 
 
Councilor Albright motioned to approve the item, which passed unanimously. 
 
The Committee adjourned at 9:16PM.  
 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
David Kalis, Chair of the Public Facilities Committee  
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