
 

The location of this meeting is accessible, and reasonable accommodation will be provided to persons 
with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the 
city of Newton’s ADA Coordinator at least two business days in advance of the meeting: 
ADACoordinator@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. 
For the Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711.  

  
Financial Audit Advisory Committee Report 

 
 

Wednesday, April 8, 2026 
 
Present: Councilor Bixby (Chair), Councilor Malakie, Councilor Dahmubed, Councilor Roche, School 
Committee Chair Alicia Piedalue, Citizen Representative Alex Jablon, Citizen Representative Carl Valente 
 
Absent: Citizen Representative Patrick Song, Citizen Representative JP Nahmias  
 
City Staff: Comptroller Stephen Curley, Deputy Comptroller Stela Zaloshnja 
 
All Financial Audit Advisory Committee agendas and reports, both past and present, can be found at the 
following link: https://www.newtonma.gov/government/City-clerk/City-council/special-
committees/financial-audit-advisory-committee.  
 
For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the following link: 
https://youtu.be/ndzXe4SpUPg?si=kiReDL3fU7ppCyrD.  
 
Zach Fentross from CliftonLarsonAllen (CLA) presented the attached slides, going over the single audit. 
He noted that this was a high-level executive summary.  
 
He explained that CLA did audits of three grants this year: the child nutrition cluster, ARPA grant, and 
FEMA disaster grant. All three received unmodified opinions, which is the best opinion a municipality 
can receive from an independent auditing firm.  
 
He noted that there was $20.7 million in federal expenditures on the City’s schedule of expenditure of 
federal awards, with one finding. He added that the report was dated March 13, 2026 and was uploaded 
and accepted to the federal clearing house before the March 31st deadline. 
 
Jim Piotrowski from CLA gave an overview of what the single audit is for newer members of the 
Committee. He added that overall spending has been consistent with previous years. 
 
Mr. Fentross went over single audit findings for the child nutrition cluster of the city school lunch 
program.  
 
He explained that CLA sampled 37 claims reports and found a reporting issue with one of them. He added 
that this was a repeat of the prior year 2024 finding. He noted that the other findings from the 2024 
single audit report were rectified through corrective action implemented by the city in FY25. 
 
A Councilor asked whether the repeat finding will now be fixed or whether it could occur again. Mr. 
Fentross answered that the School Department made large improvements in the reporting this year, and 
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the finding was much smaller in scope this year. He added that this issue could certainly be rectified. Mr. 
Piotrowski added further context about the data entry errors. 
 
School Committee Chair Piedalue asked who the auditors contact from Newton Public Schools to rectify 
the issue. Mr. Piotrowski answered that Amy Mistrot has been their main contact. 
 
Councilor Malakie motioned to send the FY25 Audit Report to the Finance Committee, which passed 
unanimously. 
 
Mr. Fentross presented a list of past special projects from 2020 to 2025. He explained that the 
Committee typically chooses a School and/or City department for the auditors to investigate and ensure 
internal controls are operating effectively. 
 
A Councilor requested that Mr. Fentross go through the auditor’s schedule for the rest of the year, which 
Mr. Fentross did. 
 
The same Councilor asked for any takeaways from past audits that would be helpful for the Committee 
as they think about items to look into this year. Mr. Fentross answered that there are areas for 
improvements to the internal controls and documentation of the internal controls, but nothing was 
overly concerning. 
 
The Committee discussed potential options for the next year’s special audit project, including school 
nutrition items, the tree replacement fund, the field maintenance gifts fund, and water and sewer 
enterprise funds. 
 
A Councilor asked what makes a good special project. Mr. Fentross answered that a new project, one 
where there are concerns about unusual trends, or one where departmental oversight involves cash 
and/or credit cards can make a good project.  
 
The Committee discussed meeting again at a later date to gather additional information before finalizing 
the special projects for FY2026. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:53 AM.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Martha Bixby, Chair of the Financial Audit Advisory Committee 
 

 

 

 


