
 

 

Public Safety & Transportation Committee Report 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

 
Wednesday, April 8, 2026 

 

Present:  Councilors Lucas (Chair), Greenberg, Wright, Block, Irish, Roche and Silber 

 

Absent:  Councilor Golden  

 

Also Present:  Councilor Leary 
 
City Staff: Captain Daniel Devine, Newton Police Department 
 
All agendas and reports, both past and present, can be found at the following link:  
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-
committees/public-safety-transportation-committee 
 
For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the following 
link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tvx7jEo3K7Q 

 
Referred to Public Safety & Transportation and Finance Committees 

#98-26  Discussion on improving compliance for violations of street sweeping 
regulations in Nonantum 
COUNCILOR LEARY requesting a discussion on improving compliance with the 
street sweeping program in place in certain streets in Nonantum, including 
increasing fines and considering towing violators (180 days: 09/12/26).   

Action:  Public Safety & Transportation No Action Necessary 7-0 
 
Note: Captain Devine joined the Committee. 
 
Councilor Leary introduced the item and stated that in 2022, Traffic Council created the street 
sweeping pilot. In 2023, Traffic Council approved making the trial permanent to street sweep 
Allison Street, Beech Street, Cook Street, Dalby Street, Faxon Street, Green Street (Cook Street 
to Pearl Street), Jasset Street, Kennedy Circle, Los Angeles Street, and Middle Street due to the 

https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/public-safety-transportation-committee
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-committees/public-safety-transportation-committee
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tvx7jEo3K7Q
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difficulty of sweeping the streets. The program takes place the 2nd Tuesday of each month 
between 9 am to 1 pm, weather dependent. The fine for vehicles parked during this time frame 
is $25, which is the same fine for parking during restricted hours anywhere in the City. Over the 
last year, we've noticed more people are not moving their vehicles and are not complying 
making it difficult for sweepers. This item requests the possibility of increasing fines to ensure  
compliance and the possibility of towing. We also are required to remove phosphorus; this is a 
barrier to our stormwater goals.    

Captain Devine stated the NPD can't provide the number of tickets issued because it falls under 
restricted areas. The Parking Control Officer (PCO) issues tickets monthly.  The problem is that 
residents forget that it is street sweeping day. A higher number of tickets are issued in the 
spring. 

Questions, answers, suggestions and comments: 
How difficult is it specify the offense on a ticket? Captain Devine answered that the 
department recently ordered approximately $4,000 worth of books. It would be necessary to 
separate restricted and street sweeping areas. If the department spends additional money to 
make changes, perhaps it won’t change the problem. There is not a high compliance with 
concerns raised. The 10 PCOs use a handheld machine, approximately 140 officers use the 
ticket book. 

Is it possible to tow violators? Captain Devine answered that he is opposed to towing because 
it is not a harmful violation.  It is a consideration to move vehicles to allow street sweeping.   

What is the process to increase the fine from $25 to $50? Chair Lucas answered that this 
Committee and the Finance Committee would discuss the possibility of raising the fine when a 
new item is docketed for consideration. 

What is the process to add neighboring streets to the program? Captain Devine answered it 
would be necessary to docket an item for Traffic Council’s consideration.  

Boston street sweeps twice per month. If you want compliance, towing is necessary. Fines 
should be increased and folks educated. Captain Devine stated that the $25 fine, with the 
addition of towing would cost approximately $170.   

It is more than aesthetics because of the phosphorus in the leaves. It is an environmental issue. 
Councilor Leary stated that there isn’t good framework for completing street sweeping. We 
could discuss with Ms. Trabert, Director, Sustainable Materials Management Division on a 
citywide basis in congested areas, about what should be done. The city doesn’t get a lot of 
phosphorus reduction from street sweeping.   

Does an employee monitor or collect data on the program? Councilor Leary answered the NPD 
enforces, Ms. Trabert tracks stormwater runoff and manages the personnel and DPW sweeps 
the streets. Ward 1 Councilors and residents sort of manage the program.  
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Is the Director of Streets in charge of the program? Councilor Leary answered that she 
understands the street sweeping program falls under Ms. Trabert. 

Is compliance not working because of the fines or something else? Councilor Leary answered 
the fines. We can improve education by providing pamphlets in different languages and placing 
additional sandwich boards. 

The city could provide better communication by updating the website and departments to 
send emails.   

Who is parking up the streets?  Councilor Leary answered mostly residents. 

How is an area chosen for ticketing? Captain Devine answered the NPD covers the street 
sweeping streets.  If a complaint is received, a PCO is sent to the area.  

Door knocking and providing pamphlets would be a great way to inform residents. Could the 
Administration send out reverse 911 calls reminding residents of the street sweeping day.  

We could propose an increase in fines each time a vehicle is not in compliance. Captain Devine 
explained that the PCOs handheld are not able to track the number of the offense. 

A problem is that the city does not have a centralized CRM, which should be implemented for 
residents to subscribe to different notifications. 

What fines do nearby communities charge for street sweeping offenses? Captain Devine 
answered that he would provide these fees at a later date.   

Two new items will be docketed 1) potentially raise the street sweeping fines and 2) discussion 
with the administration to implement a program for residents to subscribe for notifications 
and education.   

Councilor Roche made  a motion to vote no action necessary.  Council members agreed 7-0. 
 
#62-26  Requesting a discussion and ordinance change to the City's Overnight 

Parking Ban 
COUNCILORS LUCAS, BLOCK, SILBER, KALIS, IRISH, FARRELL, KRINTZMAN, 
WRIGHT and CHARM requesting a discussion and ordinance change to 
the City's Overnight Parking Ban. (180 days: 07/25/26) 
Public Safety & Transportation Held 6-0, Councilor Silber not voting on 
02-18-26 

 Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0 on 03-04-26 
Action:  Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0 on 04-08-26 
 
Note: Captain Devine joined the Committee. 
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Chair Lucas asked Committee members to establish goals (not outcomes) for an updated  
Overnight Winter Parking Ban Ordinance for the working group to provide guidance and  
recommendations.   
 
Committee members suggested the following goals: 
 
Goals:  
Positive climate impact – long-term goal, value 
Equity – short-term goal, value 
Navigable streets – value   
Easy to make changes to the ordinance 
Street safety 
Easy to enforce  
To be ready to implement for December 1, 2026 
Emergency vehicle access 
Discourage car ownership and use particularly near area colleges, universities and village 

centers  – a factor to consider 
Promote other transportation modes – a factor to consider against short-term objectives 
Existent land use and incumbent parking patterns – a factor to consider  
Address hardships – short-term objective 
Collect data – long-term goal 
Snow emergency parking relief – short-term goal 
 
Questions, answers, comments and suggestions: 
It is necessary to define levels of hardships. There are homes with limited or no parking. 
 
Not having parking reduces the costs of homes and rents. 
 
I’m concerned that we’re loading up the working group with an impossible agenda. 
 
The citizens voted to maintain the overnight winter parking ban. 
 
We are imposing a requirement to residents who don’t have off-street parking. 
 
How do we address hardships or equity issues? 
 
Residents without parking need relief. 
 
Focus on short-term and long-term goals to the working group for Committee guidance.  
 

Perhaps short-term goals should be implemented sooner for residents needing relief now. 
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If we’re changing the parking ban, the change should reflect why people supported the ban in 
the first place. 
 
What is the biggest challenge for those who voted YES? A Councilor answered that it is 
incumbent on car dependency.  
 
How will information be collected to draft an ordinance? 
 
Perhaps we can use playground parking lots during snow emergencies. 
 
Perhaps implement alternate side of street parking. 
 
Auburndale, West Newton, Newtonville, Newton Centre and Newton Highlands have municipal 
parking lots, allowing parking overnight.  
 
Unique neighborhoods have different needs.  Parking is a huge, complicated issue. 
 
How do we get the most relief with the least amount of disruption. 
 

As we approach December 1st, we should have a discussion with DPW, School, Police and Fire 
Departments snow emergency relief on locations where parking is allowed and what is being 
done to educate residents. 
 
Overnight Parking Ban Working Group (OPBWG) 
Chair Lucas asked Committee members their opinions on creating an overnight parking ban 
working group. How many members, Councilors or city employees if any should serve on the 
group.  The working group would advise this Committee by using suggested goals to propose 
solutions for an updated overnight parking ban ordinance. 
 
Council members agreed to creating a working group and discussed the composition of the 
working group including a Transportation Advisory Group (TAG) member, Traffic Council 
member, at least two residents who are data driven on city processes and a resident with 
transportation expertise. The working group should be limited to 5 to 7 members, no more 
than 8. Ask the YES and NO campaigns for references.   
 
Questions, answers, comments and suggestions: 
Has the administration offered to support a working group? Chair Lucas answered he would 
inquire. 
 
We shouldn’t expect the working group to come up with a bunch of solutions because it is 
complex.  
 

   Create a website for the working group to add data. 
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 Short-term goals need to be narrow. 
 
 Create long-term goals for actionable objectives. 
  
How are working groups composed with complex procedures? Chair Lucas answered that there 
is no ordinance that governs how a working group is formed. 
 
Create a working group by the end of April 2026. The working group meets and produces their 
recommendations to this Committee in July/August 2026. This Committee reviews their 
recommendations and presents it to the City Council for approval to be implemented on 
December 1, 2026. 
 
City staff should be excluded from the working group. 
 
A few Councilors supported 1 Councilor to be a member of the working group. 
 
Councilor Roche made a motion to hold.  Council members agreed 7-0. 
 
The Committee adjourned at 9:22 pm. 
 
Respectfully  submitted,   
 
Tarik Lucas, Chair  
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Danielle Delaney

From: Daniel P. Devine
Sent: Thursday, April 9, 2026 8:28 AM
To: Alison M. Leary; Tarik Lucas
Cc: Danielle Delaney; Waneta Trabert; Maria Scibelli Greenberg; Pamela Wright; Randall Block; Julie Irish; 

Timothy Roche
Subject: Re: Street Sweeping Item Questions For PS &T Meeting Next Week

City Council, 
 
Just an update, I spoke to the parking people here and Yes, we can make it a higher fine for subsequent 
violations.  It was raised last night at the meeting.  Our system does have that capability to increase the 
fine for subsequent violations if a vehicle owner keeps committing the violation. 
 
Captain Daniel Devine 
Newton Police Department  
1321 Washington Street 
West Newton, MA 02465 
   
 

From: Alison M. Leary <aleary@newtonma.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, April 1, 2026 5:21 PM 
To: Tarik Lucas <tlucas@newtonma.gov>; Daniel P. Devine <ddevine@newtonma.gov> 
Cc: Danielle Delaney <ddelaney@newtonma.gov>; Waneta Trabert <wtrabert@newtonma.gov> 
Subject: Re: Street Sweeping Item Questions For PS &T Meeting Next Week  
  
A few more questions:  Are traffic supervisors assigned to the street locations on street sweeping day? 
 
Are tickets largely complaint driven?  Are traffic enforcement officers assigned to the street sweeping 
areas each month? 
 
Could I please conformation that these questions have been received and will be addressed at the PS & T 
meeting next Wednesday? 
 
Thank you. 
 
  
 
 
Alison M. Leary 
Newton City Council 
Vice Chair, Land Use Committee 
617-821-5619 
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From: Alison M. Leary <aleary@newtonma.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 31, 2026 10:08 PM 
To: Tarik Lucas <tlucas@newtonma.gov>; Daniel P. Devine <ddevine@newtonma.gov> 
Cc: Danielle Delaney <ddelaney@newtonma.gov>; Waneta Trabert <wtrabert@newtonma.gov> 
Subject: Street Sweeping Item Questions For PS &T Meeting Next Week  
  
What is the total number of tickets/citations issued?  Has enforcement improving? 
 
Is the $25 fine a deterrent?  If not, what is the right amount of the fine? 
  
Can we identify the percentage of violations caused by a smaller group of repeat offenders? 
  
Even a ticket is not issued are vehicles  impeding the work from being done? 
  
Is dashcam footage available or driver logs to tally the number of "weaves" a sweeper must perform to go 
around cars? 
 
Is there a way to evaluate the effective is the street sweeping program in terms of reducing phosphorus 
impacts to the Charles River and other waterbodies? 
  
Do we need better communication and outreach to reduce violations? 
 
Is towing an option? 
 
 
Alison M. Leary 
Newton City Council 
Vice Chair, Land Use Committee 
617-821-5619 
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Danielle Delaney

From: Daniel P. Devine
Sent: Thursday, April 2, 2026 10:11 AM
To: Alison M. Leary; Tarik Lucas
Cc: Danielle Delaney; Waneta Trabert
Subject: Re: Street Sweeping Item Questions For PS &T Meeting Next Week

Councilor Leary, 
 
Here are the questions you have asked: 

1. Are traffic supervisors assigned to the street locations on street sweeping day? 

The only area in the City with the street sweeping signs are the ones in Nonantum area that are 
being discussed currently.  The Parking Control Unit assigned to this area is #1306.  We always have 
a #1306 assigned on Tuesdays.    
 

2. Are tickets largely complaint driven?  Are traffic enforcement officers assigned to the street 
sweeping areas each month? 

No, this violation is not complaint driven.  #1306 is assigned and is aware to make enforcement of 
this area a priority on the second Tuesday of the month. 
 
 

3.  What is the total number of tickets/citations issued?  Has enforcement improving? 

  
This one is hard to answer since we do not have a ticket code specifically assigned to street 
sweeping.  The parking ticket issued is #28: Restricted area.  When a PCO issues a citation for street 
sweeping they use this code.  The problem to answering that question, is that when I research #28 it 
encompasses every restricted area violations.  So, if you want the exact number of tickets written, 
that cannot be answered accurately.  Enforcement is consistent. 
  
Is the $25 fine a deterrent?  If not, what is the right amount of the fine? 
That one is hard to answer.  Since it is once a month, I can understand why people forget and not 
move their car.  The fine is consistent with other parking fines for the City. 
  
Can we identify the percentage of violations caused by a smaller group of repeat offenders? 
No.  Our system does not have that capability. 
  
Even a ticket is not issued are vehicles  impeding the work from being done? 

#98-26
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Whenever there is a vehicle parked it does impede the job being performed.  The City sweeper just 
moves on and continues with their task.  This would be a good question to ask the person who is 
doing the street sweeping. 
  
Is dashcam footage available or driver logs to tally the number of "weaves" a sweeper must perform to go 
around cars? 
No. 
  
Is there a way to evaluate the effective is the street sweeping program in terms of reducing phosphorus 
impacts to the Charles River and other waterbodies? 
No 
  
Do we need better communication and outreach to reduce violations? 
I don't know if better communication will work here.  Again this is a situation that only occurs once 
a month on the second Tuesday.  People just forget sometimes.  I sometimes forget my trash and 
that is every Monday.  People are not thinking is this the second Tuesday of the month? 
  
Is towing an option? 
No 
 
 
Captain Daniel Devine 
Newton Police Department  
1321 Washington Street 
West Newton, MA 02465 
   
 

From: Alison M. Leary <aleary@newtonma.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, April 1, 2026 5:21 PM 
To: Tarik Lucas <tlucas@newtonma.gov>; Daniel P. Devine <ddevine@newtonma.gov> 
Cc: Danielle Delaney <ddelaney@newtonma.gov>; Waneta Trabert <wtrabert@newtonma.gov> 
Subject: Re: Street Sweeping Item Questions For PS &T Meeting Next Week  
  
A few more questions:  Are traffic supervisors assigned to the street locations on street sweeping day? 
 
Are tickets largely complaint driven?  Are traffic enforcement officers assigned to the street sweeping 
areas each month? 
 
Could I please conformation that these questions have been received and will be addressed at the PS & T 
meeting next Wednesday? 
 
Thank you. 
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Alison M. Leary 
Newton City Council 
Vice Chair, Land Use Committee 
617-821-5619 

From: Alison M. Leary <aleary@newtonma.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 31, 2026 10:08 PM 
To: Tarik Lucas <tlucas@newtonma.gov>; Daniel P. Devine <ddevine@newtonma.gov> 
Cc: Danielle Delaney <ddelaney@newtonma.gov>; Waneta Trabert <wtrabert@newtonma.gov> 
Subject: Street Sweeping Item Questions For PS &T Meeting Next Week  
  
What is the total number of tickets/citations issued?  Has enforcement improving? 
 
Is the $25 fine a deterrent?  If not, what is the right amount of the fine? 
  
Can we identify the percentage of violations caused by a smaller group of repeat offenders? 
  
Even a ticket is not issued are vehicles  impeding the work from being done? 
  
Is dashcam footage available or driver logs to tally the number of "weaves" a sweeper must perform to go 
around cars? 
 
Is there a way to evaluate the effective is the street sweeping program in terms of reducing phosphorus 
impacts to the Charles River and other waterbodies? 
  
Do we need better communication and outreach to reduce violations? 
 
Is towing an option? 
 
 
Alison M. Leary 
Newton City Council 
Vice Chair, Land Use Committee 
617-821-5619 

#98-26
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Danielle Delaney

From: miriam <miriam.alandydy@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, April 8, 2026 10:29 AM
To: Teresa Sauro
Cc: Danielle Delaney; Tarik Lucas; Alison M. Leary; John Oliver; Maria Scibelli Greenberg; Ann Smith; 

Mairead devlin
Subject: Re: Street Sweeping

Importance: High

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ] 

Thank you Terry, great photo examples.  And thank you Alison, Maria, Tarik and John for your 
continued attention to our unique Nonantum parking concerns.    
 
We can’t repeat enough, not every Newton village has the same problems and not every Newton 
village will benefit from the same parking rules.  
 
I’m writing in support of additional enforcement and escalating fines.  We all make mistakes and 
get a bit scattered when we have a full house of guests, or are traveling,  so I would suggest we 
might start with a warning and a police presence on sweeping days so folks can see it’s 
important.  Perhaps we could keep the fine modest for a first offense for a vehicle and escalate with 
each additional incident.   
 
This issue (and plowing) all address a few different types of offenders, I imagine.  One type is a 
regular driver with insufficient off street parking who makes a mistake one day or lots of days in lots 
of different places.  The other offender I notice is a driver who parks a car and leaves it there 
indefinitely.  Would you please remind me of the regulations around this behavior?  I believe this is 
an underlying problem that could address multiple issues. 
 
Best, Miriam  
 
 

On Apr 8, 2026, at 9:43 AM, Teresa Sauro <stat766@comcast.net> wrote: 
 
Tonight is the meeting to discuss raising the fees, towing, etc.  I hope 
you would consider towing as well as raising the fees.  Years ago the 
City had a contract with Tody’s  in West Newton for towing cars. 

  
Sorry to say that Nonantum is becoming a Cambridge/Brighton with 
developments that do not have sufficient parking.  We can agree to 
disagree but we live it every day in Nonantum.  290 Watertown Street 

 You don't often get email from miriam.alandydy@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   

#98-26
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has built 5 condos with 1 ½ parking.  If you look at that development, 
you are lucky to get one car into those garages.  Dalby Street (sorry I 
couldn’t attach here so I just sent it in another email) is a Taj Mahal.  If 
they have guests, they will have to park on street.  If they are not aware 
of Street Sweeping, they will get a ticket.   
  
I have a new tenant moving from Brighton into my apartment in 
May.  She called me in panic as she is leaving for Brazil and returning on 
April 15.  If you look at the attached photos, she could not leave her car 
on the street between those days as she will be in Brazil and her car 
would have been towed. 

  
Street Sweeping program here in Nonantum is a huge success accept 
for those one to three cars that don’t move and hamper our street 
cleaning.  It’s easier to pay the $25.00 ticket rather than move their car. 
Signs are posted on Cook, Jasset, etc. saying street sweeping 
2nd Tuesday of the month, no parking 9:00 to 1:00.  If you agree to 
towing, you can add a big red sign like the picture above to the poles. 

  
With 500 units dumping onto Craft Street as well as all the 
developments that are happening in Nonantum allowing 1 ½ parking 
spaces, we need strict enforcement, towing, higher fees, etc. 
  
Thank you 

Terry Sauro 

Nonantum Neighborhood Association 
<IMG_3041.PNG><IMG_3040.PNG> 
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Danielle Delaney

From: Teresa Sauro <stat766@comcast.net>
Sent: Wednesday, April 8, 2026 12:16 PM
To: Danielle Delaney; Tarik Lucas; John Oliver; Maria Scibelli Greenberg; Alison M. Leary
Subject: FW: Street Sweeping 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ] 

I am forwarding for Mairead as she wasn’t sure she had the correct 
email. 
Thanks 
Terry 
 
From: Mairead Devlin <maireadt@comcast.net>  
Sent: Wednesday, April 8, 2026 12:00 PM 
To: Teresa Sauro <stat766@comcast.net> 
Subject: Re: Street Sweeping  
 
Hi all, 
 
As I have stated before, I am in favor of increased fines and enforcement both on street sweeping days 
and most certainly during snow emergencies. It is the same repeat offenders all the time in our 
neighborhood. 
 
I am particularly concerned due to the new developments in the area which have been approved with 
reduced parking  per unit. People still own cars and need to drive. Newton does not an amazing rapid 
transit system like New York or London. So I would urge the City Council and PS and T committee to 
come to a reasonable agreement and devise a comprehensive parking plan before the population surges 
and more vehicles are dumped on our streets. 
 
Thank you our Ward 1 councilors who got our street sweeping pilot going a few years ago and thank you 
Tarik and PS and T committee for getting the conversation going. 
 
Best. 
Mairéad Devlin. 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 

On Apr 8, 2026, at 11:04 AM, Teresa Sauro <stat766@comcast.net> wrote: 

 
Ugh Mairead not sure if I agree with Miriam 

 You don't often get email from stat766@comcast.net. Learn why this is important   
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From: miriam <miriam.alandydy@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, April 8, 2026 10:29 AM 
To: Teresa Sauro <stat766@comcast.net> 
Cc: ddelaney@newtonma.gov; Tarik Lucas <tlucas@newtonma.gov>; Alison M. Leary 
<aleary@newtonma.gov>; John Oliver <joliver@newtonma.gov>; Maria Scibelli Greenberg 
<msgreenberg@newtonma.gov>; Ann Smith <amsmith7@verizon.net>; Mairead devlin 
<maireadt@comcast.net> 
Subject: Re: Street Sweeping 
Importance: High 
  
Thank you Terry, great photo examples.  And thank you Alison, Maria, Tarik and John for 
your continued attention to our unique Nonantum parking concerns.   
  
We can’t repeat enough, not every Newton village has the same problems and not every 
Newton village will benefit from the same parking rules.  
  
I’m writing in support of additional enforcement and escalating fines.  We all make 
mistakes and get a bit scattered when we have a full house of guests, or are traveling,  so I 
would suggest we might start with a warning and a police presence on sweeping days so 
folks can see it’s important.  Perhaps we could keep the fine modest for a first offense for a 
vehicle and escalate with each additional incident.   
  
This issue (and plowing) all address a few different types of offenders, I imagine.  One type 
is a regular driver with insufficient off street parking who makes a mistake one day or lots 
of days in lots of different places.  The other offender I notice is a driver who parks a car 
and leaves it there indefinitely.  Would you please remind me of the regulations around this 
behavior?  I believe this is an underlying problem that could address multiple issues. 
  
Best, Miriam  
 
 

On Apr 8, 2026, at 9:43 AM, Teresa Sauro <stat766@comcast.net> wrote: 
  
Tonight is the meeting to discuss raising the fees, towing, 
etc.  I hope you would consider towing as well as raising 
the fees.  Years ago the City had a contract with Tody’s  in 
West Newton for towing cars. 
  
Sorry to say that Nonantum is becoming a 
Cambridge/Brighton with developments that do not have 
sufficient parking.  We can agree to disagree but we live it 
every day in Nonantum.  290 Watertown Street has built 5 
condos with 1 ½ parking.  If you look at that development, 
you are lucky to get one car into those garages.  Dalby 

#98-26
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Danielle Delaney

From: Alison M. Leary
Sent: Wednesday, April 8, 2026 3:48 PM
To: miriam; Teresa Sauro
Cc: Danielle Delaney; Tarik Lucas; John Oliver; Maria Scibelli Greenberg; Ann Smith; Mairead devlin
Subject: Re: Street Sweeping

Hi Miriam, 
 
Vehicles parked for more than 72 consecutive hours on public streets may be deemed abandoned and 
subject to towing. 
 
Alison M. Leary 
Newton City Council 
Vice Chair, Land Use Committee 
617-821-5619 

From: miriam <miriam.alandydy@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, April 8, 2026 10:29 AM 
To: Teresa Sauro <stat766@comcast.net> 
Cc: Danielle Delaney <ddelaney@newtonma.gov>; Tarik Lucas <tlucas@newtonma.gov>; Alison M. Leary 
<aleary@newtonma.gov>; John Oliver <joliver@newtonma.gov>; Maria Scibelli Greenberg 
<msgreenberg@newtonma.gov>; Ann Smith <amsmith7@verizon.net>; Mairead devlin <maireadt@comcast.net> 
Subject: Re: Street Sweeping  
  
[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ] 
Thank you Terry, great photo examples.  And thank you Alison, Maria, Tarik and John for your continued 
attention to our unique Nonantum parking concerns.    
 
We can’t repeat enough, not every Newton village has the same problems and not every Newton village 
will benefit from the same parking rules.  
 
I’m writing in support of additional enforcement and escalating fines.  We all make mistakes and get a bit 
scattered when we have a full house of guests, or are traveling,  so I would suggest we might start with a 
warning and a police presence on sweeping days so folks can see it’s important.  Perhaps we could keep 
the fine modest for a first offense for a vehicle and escalate with each additional incident.   
 
This issue (and plowing) all address a few different types of offenders, I imagine.  One type is a regular 
driver with insufficient off street parking who makes a mistake one day or lots of days in lots of different 
places.  The other offender I notice is a driver who parks a car and leaves it there indefinitely.  Would you 
please remind me of the regulations around this behavior?  I believe this is an underlying problem that 
could address multiple issues. 
 
Best, Miriam  
 
 

#98-26
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Danielle Delaney

From: Mairead Devlin <maireadt@comcast.net>
Sent: Wednesday, April 8, 2026 4:44 PM
To: Alison M. Leary
Cc: miriam; Teresa Sauro; Danielle Delaney; Tarik Lucas; John Oliver; Maria Scibelli 

Greenberg; Ann Smith
Subject: Re: Street Sweeping 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ] 

Hi Alison,  
I think the 72 hour rule just kicks in when you report it to the police. That has been my experience 
several years ago.  
Sent from my iPhone 
 
 

On Apr 8, 2026, at 3:48 PM, Alison M. Leary <aleary@newtonma.gov> wrote: 

  
Hi Miriam, 
 
Vehicles parked for more than 72 consecutive hours on public streets may be deemed 
abandoned and subject to towing. 
 
Alison M. Leary 
Newton City Council 
Vice Chair, Land Use Committee 
617-821-5619 

 
From: miriam <miriam.alandydy@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, April 8, 2026 10:29 AM 
To: Teresa Sauro <stat766@comcast.net> 
Cc: Danielle Delaney <ddelaney@newtonma.gov>; Tarik Lucas <tlucas@newtonma.gov>; Alison M. 
Leary <aleary@newtonma.gov>; John Oliver <joliver@newtonma.gov>; Maria Scibelli Greenberg 
<msgreenberg@newtonma.gov>; Ann Smith <amsmith7@verizon.net>; Mairead devlin 
<maireadt@comcast.net> 
Subject: Re: Street Sweeping  
  

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ] 

Thank you Terry, great photo examples.  And thank you Alison, Maria, Tarik and John 
for your continued attention to our unique Nonantum parking concerns.    
 

 You don't often get email from maireadt@comcast.net. Learn why this is important   
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Danielle Delaney

From: Teresa Sauro <stat766@comcast.net>
Sent: Wednesday, April 8, 2026 5:32 PM
To: 'Mairead Devlin'; Alison M. Leary
Cc: 'miriam'; Danielle Delaney; Tarik Lucas; John Oliver; Maria Scibelli Greenberg; 'Ann Smith'
Subject: RE: Street Sweeping 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ] 

If you live on Cook Street, our friend up the street during the summer will park cars for over 
three days.  We call the police they come down ticket the car and on the third day the car 
miraculously moves.  So you can have a car parked 6 days in front of your house.  Some 
maybe scratching their heads saying so what you do not own the street and I would say 
that’s because it isn’t in front of your house. I had to put chairs in front of my house when 
movers came, when I had my rugs shampooed, etc. 
 
This happens on Jasset Street in fact there is a car that parks for three days, and after the 
third day will move it further down the street. 
 
Terry 
 
 
From: Mairead Devlin <maireadt@comcast.net>  
Sent: Wednesday, April 8, 2026 4:44 PM 
To: Alison M. Leary <aleary@newtonma.gov> 
Cc: miriam <miriam.alandydy@gmail.com>; Teresa Sauro <stat766@comcast.net>; Danielle Delaney 
<ddelaney@newtonma.gov>; Tarik Lucas <tlucas@newtonma.gov>; John Oliver <joliver@newtonma.gov>; Maria 
Scibelli Greenberg <msgreenberg@newtonma.gov>; Ann Smith <amsmith7@verizon.net> 
Subject: Re: Street Sweeping  
 
Hi Alison, 
I think the 72 hour rule just kicks in when you report it to the police. That has been my experience 
several years ago.  
Sent from my iPhone 
 

On Apr 8, 2026, at 3:48 PM, Alison M. Leary <aleary@newtonma.gov> wrote: 

  
Hi Miriam, 
 
Vehicles parked for more than 72 consecutive hours on public streets may be deemed 
abandoned and subject to towing. 
 

 You don't often get email from stat766@comcast.net. Learn why this is important   
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Newton City Councilor Tarik Lucas 

 
  
Date: April 3rd, 2026 
 
To: Public Safety & Transportation Committee 
 
From: Tarik J. Lucas, Public Safety & Transportation, Chair 
 
Subject: #62-26 Requesting a discussion and ordinance change to the City's Overnight Parking Ban 
 
At Wednesday’s meeting I would like the committee to accomplish several items. The first item is to 
establish goals (not outcomes) for an updated Overnight Parking Ban Ordinance. 
 
The goals that I have received so far are to ensure street sweeping, positive climate impact, equity, 
navigable streets, street safety, easy to make changes, living document, easy to enforce, timeline of 
actions, and ready to implement for December 1st, 2026. The committee can add and/or subtract goals 
at Wednesday’s meeting. 
 
For the second item, I would like to solicit the committee’s opinion on creating an Overnight Parking 
Ban Working Group. The OPBWG would advise the committee by using the goals to propose solutions 
for an updated Overnight Parking Ban Ordinance. 
 

#62-26




