City Council Reports Docket

April 8 — Public Facilities, Public Safety & Page 69
Transportation, and Programs & Services 7:45 PM, Hybrid
April 13 —Zoning & Planning and Finance To be reported on
April 14 — Land Use Monday, April 27, 2026

April 15 — Public Safety & Transportation
April 22 — Programs & Services and Public
Facilities

City of Newton

In City Council Items to be Acted Upon

Referred to Land Use Committee
04/14/2026

Present: Councilors Kelley (Chair), Leary, Irish, Block, Farrell, Golden, Lucas, and Roche

1 The location of this meeting is accessible, and reasonable accommodation will be provided to persons with
disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the city of
Newton’s ADA Coordinator at least two business days in advance of the meeting:
ADACoordinator@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711.



https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/s/81765732154
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQvNeCJkA3PftuLLvfAh3cQ
mailto:ADACoordinator@newtonma.gov
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#131-26
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Request to allow three stories, to exceed height and associated parking
waivers at 1100-1102 Beacon Street
ONE STOP LLC petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL, to raze the
existing structure and construct a three-story building containing four
live/work units with relief for a three story structure with up to 36 feet in
height and waiver of three parking stalls at 1100-1102 Beacon Street, Ward 6,
Newton, on land known as Section 54 Block 22 Lot 06 containing
approximately 5,393 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned BU2. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3,
4.1.2.B.3,4.1.3,5.1.4 and 5.1.13 of Chapter 30 of the City of Newton Rev
Zoning Ord, 2017.
Land Use Held 8-0

Request for a special permit to allow 16 attached single-family dwellings,
with associated dimensional and parking relief at 93, 103 and 0 Thurston
Road

THURSTON DEVELOPMENT LLC petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN
APPROVAL, to raze the existing buildings and construct 16 single-family
attached dwellings with relief for setbacks, parking in the front setback and
within five feet of a building, reduced width of maneuvering aisle and
driveway entrance, with a waiver for perimeter screening and lighting
requirements, driveway within 10 feet of a lot line, and parking within 20 feet
of side lot line at 93, 103 and O Thurston Road, Ward 5, Newton, on land
known as Section 51 Block 12 Lot 02, 03 and 04 containing approximately
49,929 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned BU2. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 3.4.1, 3.2.4,
5.1.8.A.1,5.1.13,5.1.8.A.2,5.1.8.C.2,5.1.8.D.1,5.1.9.A, 5.1.10.A, and
6.2.3.B.2 of Chapter 30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017.

Land Use Held 8-0

Referred to Zoning & Planning Committee
04/13/2026

Present: Councilors Baker (Chair), Wright, Oliver, Albright, Dahmubed, Getz, Gordon, and

Kalis

#20-26

Request for discussion and possible amendments to enhance the
preservation of existing homes

COUNCILORS BAKER, WRIGHT, OLIVER, MALAKIE, FARRELL, GETZ, and KALIS
requesting a discussion and possible amendments to Chapter 30 Zoning or
other City Ordinances to enhance the preservation of existing homes over
their replacement by larger and more expensive structures.

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 01/26/2026

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 02/23/2026

Zoning & Planning Held 8-0

Public Hearing 05-11-2026

#42-26

Ordinance change in Chapter 30 to allow raised beds in the front and rear
setback under certain conditions
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COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT, KELLEY, and DAHMUBED requesting a discussion and
amendments to Chapter 30, Zoning to exempt raised beds 4- feet or less from
the definition of a structure and allow them to be placed within the setback.
Zoning & Planning Held 8-0 on 01/26/2026
Zoning & Planning Held 8-0

Referred to Programs & Services Committee
04/08/2026

Present: Councilors Krintzman (Chair), Malakie, Oliver, Baker, Farrell, Charm, and Bixby;
absent: Councilor Micley

#110-26

#113-26

#76-26

Request for pre-budget planning discussion

COUNCILORS KRINTZMAN, FARRELL, OLIVER, MALAKIE, IRISH, and CHARM
requesting discussion among members of the Programs & Services
Committee before FY26 budget process begins. A pre-budget conversation
will allow the Committee to consider expectations for department
presentations and brainstorm questions before the City Council starts to
schedule FY26 items (180 Days: 09/12/26).

Programs & Services Voted No Action Necessary 6-0 (Councilor Bixby Not

Voting)

Referred to Programs & Services and Finance Committees
Authorization to appropriate and expend $300,000 to the Newton
Communications Access Center, INC.

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend
three hundred thousand dollars ($300,000) from the PEG Access and Cable
Related Fund, with one hundred fifty thousand dollars ($150,000) from Acct#
5516R114-590001, RCN CATV License Fees, and one hundred fifty thousand
dollars (5150,000) from Acct# 5517R114-590001, Verizon CATV License Fees,
to the Newton Communications Access Center, Inc.

Programs & Services Approved 6-0 (Councilor Bixby Not Voting)

Finance Approved 6-0 (Councilor Micley Not Voting) on 04/13/2026

Discussion about establishing a Commission to review compensation for the
Mayor, City Council and School Committee

COUNCILOR KRINTZMAN requesting discussion about establishing a
Commission to review compensation for the Mayor, City Council and School
Committee and make a recommendation to the City Council regarding any
ordinance modification. The Commission should review the current salary of
the Mayor, City Councilors and School Committee Members; evaluate the
impact that salary has on the willingness of residents to seek elected office;
and evaluate how the compensation reflects the workload of the various
elected offices (180 days: 08/17/2026).

Programs & Services Held 7-0




#77-26
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Newton City Charter Review
COUNCILORS KRINTZMAN, LUCAS, BLOCK, SILBER, ALBRIGHT, FARRELL, KALIS,
ROCHE, DAHMUBED, GOLDEN, and BIXBY requesting discussion and review of
the Newton City Charter that should include an evaluation of the structure,
composition, role and duties of Newton's City Council and School Committee.
The review should also include any other component of the Newton City
Charter deemed appropriate. The review should be presented to the Newton
City Council for its consideration (180 days: 08/16/2026).
Programs & Services Held 6-0 (Councilor Bixby Not Voting) on 03/04/2026
Programs & Services Held 7-0

Referred to Programs & Services Committee
04/22/2026

Present: Councilors Malakie (Vice Chair), Farrell, Oliver, Charm, and Micley; absent:
Councilors Krintzman (Chair), Baker, and Bixby; also present: Councilor Greenberg

#26-26

#26-26(1)

#26-26(2)

Requesting discussion and possible amendments on notification process for
Tree Permit applications

COUNCILORS MALAKIE, WRIGHT, BLOCK, FARRELL, LUCAS, OLIVER, LEARY
AND GETZ requesting revision and amendments to Chapter 21 Article 3 Trees
to apply abutter notification requirements to all permits and require
notifications using a template provided by the Tree Warden that includes an
explanation of the Tree Save Area and the right of abutters to have their trees
protected.

Programs & Services Held 8-0 on 01-21-26

Programs & Services Held 5-0

Requesting discussion and possible amendments on notification process for
Tree Permit applications to require template form for abutter notifications
COUNCILORS MALAKIE, WRIGHT, BLOCK, FARRELL, LUCAS, OLIVER, LEARY
AND GETZ requesting revision and amendments to Chapter 21 Article 3 Trees
to require notifications using a template provided by the Tree Warden that
includes an explanation of the Tree Save Area and the right of abutters to
have their trees protected.

Programs & Services Approved 5-0

Requesting discussion and possible amendments on notification process for
Tree Permit applications to extend notification requirement to all
permits

COUNCILORS MALAKIE, WRIGHT, BLOCK, FARRELL, LUCAS, OLIVER, LEARY
AND GETZ requesting revision and amendments to Chapter 21 Article 3 Trees
to apply abutter notification requirements to all permits.

Programs & Services Held 5-0
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Requesting Resolution to endorse bills supporting access to primary care
COUNCILORS LEARY, MICLEY, GREENBERG, FARRELL, and DAHMUBED
requesting a Resolution to endorse H.2537, An Act relative to primary care
access, S.867 An Act relative to primary care for you, and H.1370 An Act
relative to Massachusetts primary care for you. The goal would be to improve
investment and access to primary care and address rising, unsustainable
health care costs (180 Days: 09/12/26).
Programs & Services Approved 5-0

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation Committee

04/08/2026

Present: Councilors Lucas (Chair), Block, Greenberg, Wright, Silber, Roche, and Irish; absent:
Councilor Golden

#62-26
Parking Ban

#98-26

Requesting a discussion and ordinance change to the City's Overnight

COUNCILORS LUCAS, BLOCK, SILBER, KALIS, IRISH, FARRELL, KRINTZMAN,
WRIGHT and CHARM requesting a discussion and ordinance change to the
City's Overnight Parking Ban. (180 days: 07/25/26)

Public Safety & Transportation Held 6-0 (Councilor Silber Not Voting) on 02-
18-26

Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0 on 03/04/2026

Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation and Finance Committees
Discussion on improving compliance for violations of street sweeping
regulations in Nonantum

COUNCILOR LEARY requesting a discussion on improving compliance with the
street sweeping program in place in certain streets in Nonantum, including
increasing fines and considering towing violators (180 days: 09/12/26).
Public Safety & Transportation No Action Necessary 7-0

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation Committee

04/15/2026

Present: Councilors Lucas (Chair), Greenberg, Wright, Block, Irish, Roche, Golden and Silber;
also present: Councilors Krintzman, Albright, Oliver, Getz, Malakie, Leary, Charm, Kelley,
Kalis and Dahmubed

#56-26

Discussion on the City's response to ICE

This discussion is intended to review who will respond and how the City of
Newton will act should Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) enter the
city. The purpose is to ensure that established procedures are properly
followed so that all individuals who live and/or work in Newton are protected
from ICE engaging in door-to-door actions, harassment, or the unlawful
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detention of residents and workers. This discussion also serves to reaffirm the
City of Newton’s continued adherence to its Welcoming City Ordinance.
Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0 on 03/18/2026
Public Safety & Transportation Held 6-0 (Councilors Irish, Golden Not

Voting)

Referred to Public Facilities Committee
04/08/2026

Present: Councilors Kalis (Chair), Albright, Getz, Gordon, Dahmubed, Grossman, Kelley, and
Leary; also present: Councilors Bixby and Irish

#114-26

#116-26

#122-26

#132-26

Eversource petition for a grant of location on Smith Avenue

EVERSOURCE ENERGY petitioning for a grant of location for one pole located
on the East side of Smith Avenue approximately 556 feet southwest of
Cleveland Street to be relocated to approximately 16 feet southwest of its
current location.

Public Facilities Approved 7-0 (Councilor Leary Not Voting)

Requesting a discussion on the status of the Newton Highlands Working
Group

COUNCILORS BIXBY and KALIS requesting a discussion on the status of the
Newton Highlands Working Group and their findings and recommendations
(180 days: 09/12/2026).

Public Facilities Held 8-0

National Grid petition for a grant of location on Clarendon Street
NATIONAL GRID petitioning for a grant of location to install and maintain gas
main in Clarendon Street as follows, due to water work by the City of
Newton:

e 400 feet of 6-inch Plastic gas main to replace 145 feet of 4-inch Bare Steel
(1944) and 255 feet of 4-inch Cast Iron (1911/1914) in Clarendon Street
from Norwood Avenue to #30 Clarendon Street (north side of Laundry
Brook culvert)

e 290 feet of 6-inch Plastic gas main to replace 195 feet of 4-inch Cast Iron
(1911 & 1914) and 95 feet of 4-inch Plastic (2007/2014) in Clarendon
Street from #34 Clarendon Street (south side of Laundry Brook culvert) to
Cabot Street

Public Facilities Approved 7-0 (Councilor Leary Not Voting)

Discussion on the Transportation Network Improvement Plan
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS requesting to provide an update on the
Transportation Network Improvement Plan (180 days: 10/03/26).

Public Facilities Voted No Action Necessary 8-0
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Request for a discussion and ordinance change to only require a new
sidewalk installation if the existing sidewalk is damaged during construction
COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT, KALIS, and LEARY requesting a discussion and
ordinance change regarding Chapter 29 Sections 157-166 of the Revised
Ordinances' requirement to install a sidewalk when renovations exceed 50%
of house costs. Homeowners typically learn at the end of a long renovation
project that a new sidewalk will be required at a cost of between twenty-five
thousand dollars ($25,000) to fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) depending on
sidewalk configuration. The ordinance change would only require a new
sidewalk installation if the existing sidewalk was damaged during construction
(180 Days: 07/19/2026).
Public Facilities Held 7-0 on 02/04/2026
Public Facilities Approved 8-0

Referred to Public Facilities Committee
04/22/2026

Present: Councilors Kalis, Getz, Albright, Dahmubed, Gordon, Grossman, Kelley, and Leary;
also present: Councilors Block, Roche, Irish, and Wright

#33-26

#34-26

#121-26

Requesting discussion regarding Day Street, Fuller Street, and
Commonwealth Avenue intersection redesign

COUNCILORS BLOCK, KRINTZMAN, FARRELL, and WRIGHT requesting a
discussion to consider the road and "bump out" redesign recently
constructed at the intersection of Day Street, Fuller Street, and
Commonwealth Avenue, and whether an alternative design would improve
safety for pedestrians, bicyclists, and drivers.

Public Facilities Held 6-0 (Councilor Kelley Not Voting) on 01/21/2026
Public Facilities Held 8-0

Request for review and clarification of public way improvements requiring
City Council approval

COUNCILORS BLOCK, MALAKIE, and FARRELL requesting to review Sec. 26-51
"Public Way Improvements Constituting Specific Repairs" and consider
defining with greater clarity what is meant by "major construction work"
and/or whether this section should apply to "all construction work" requiring
City Council approval, and whether abutters should be notified of any
construction work done under this section.

Public Facilities Held 5-1 (Councilor Kalis Opposed) (Councilor Kelley Not
Voting) on 01/21/2026

Public Facilities Held 7-0 (Councilor Leary Not Voting)

Requesting Council participation in a planning process with Newton's
Sustainability team regarding the future of gas in Newton

COUNCILOR ALBRIGHT requesting City Council participation in a working
group led by Newton's Sustainability team to study how the use of gas in
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Newton can be reduced. The study should involve short-term pilots and
longer-term planning (180 days: 09/27/2026).
Public Facilities Held 7-0 (Councilor Leary Not Voting)

Referred to Finance Committee
04/13/2026

Present: Councilors Grossman (Chair), Bixby, Charm, Greenberg, Malakie, Micley, and Silber;
absent: Councilor Krintzman; also present: Councilors Lucas and Oliver

#113-26

#124-26

#127-26

#128-26

Referred Programs & Services and Finance Committees

Authorization to appropriate and expend $300,000 to the Newton
Communications Access Center, INC.

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend
three hundred thousand dollars ($300,000) from the PEG Access and Cable
Related Fund, with one hundred fifty thousand dollars ($150,000) from Acct#
5516R114-590001, RCN CATV License Fees, and one hundred fifty thousand
dollars ($150,000) from Acct# 5517R114-590001, Verizon CATV License Fees,
to the Newton Communications Access Center, Inc.

Finance Approved 6-0 (Councilor Micley Not Voting)

Programs & Services Approved 6-0 (Councilor Bixby Not Voting) on
04/08/2026

Authorization to petition the General Court for special legislation

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to petition the General
Court for special legislation to allow the City of Newton to issue Pension
Obligation Bonds or Notes for the purpose of funding all or a portion of the
unfunded pension liability of the retirement system of the City of Newton.
Finance Approved 7-0

Authorization to expend $20,000 for a settlement

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to expend twenty thousand
dollars (520,000) from Acct# 0110841-572500 Law Dept Judgements and
Settlements for the full and final settlement of Zoe Ariana Fort v. City of
Newton.

Finance Approved 6-0 (Councilor Micley Not Voting)

Transfer of $3,000 for Interpretive Services

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer three thousand
dollars ($3,000) from Acct# 5500-335518, Accessibility Parking Fines, to new
Acct# 01C11411-530100, COD Interpretive Services, to provide funding for
interpretive services at future Commission on Disability sponsored events.
Finance Approved 6-0 (Councilor Micley Not Voting)




