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                            Monday, April 27, 2026 
 7:45PM, Hybrid 

To be reported on 
                            Monday, May 4, 2026 

The City Council will hold this meeting as a hybrid meeting in the City Hall Chambers 

Monday, April 27, 2026, at 7:45PM. To view this meeting on Zoom use this link: 

 

https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/s/81765732154  

 

at the above date and time: 

One tap mobile 

US: +13092053325, 817 6573 2154 

 

Land line 

+1 309 205 3325 US  

Webinar ID: 817 6573 2154 
 

You may also: 

1. Watch a live broadcast of the meeting on NewTV’s government channel (Comcast 9, RCN 

13, 614(HD), Verizon 33). 

2. View a live stream on NewTV’s YouTube channel at: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQvNeCJkA3PftuLLvfAh3cQ 

1  

City of Newton 

City Council Docket 
 

 After the conclusion of first call the Mayor will present his FY27 Budget Address. 
 
 
 
 

 
1 The location of this meeting is accessible, and reasonable accommodation will be provided to 
persons with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please 
contact the city of Newton’s ADA Coordinator at least two business days in advance of the meeting: 
ADACoordinator@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. 
For the Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711.  

https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/s/81765732154
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQvNeCJkA3PftuLLvfAh3cQ
mailto:ADACoordinator@newtonma.gov
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Referred to Land Use Committee 
 

Public Hearing 05-12-2026 
#164-26 Request to allow a combination of retaining walls exceeding four feet in 

height and to amend Special Permit #211-21 at 43 Kenwood Avenue 
MARK & MARTHA FISHMAN petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN 
APPROVAL, to allow a system of retaining walls exceeding four feet in height 
and to amend Special Permit #211-21 at 43 Kenwood Avenue, Ward 6, 
Newton, on land known as Section 64 Block 20 Lot 22 containing 
approximately 10,610 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned SR2. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 
5.4.2.B of Chapter 30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017. 

 
Public Hearing 05-12-2026 
#165-26 Request to further extend nonconforming FAR at 104 Eldredge Street 

MIKE & DEBRA CHEN petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL, to 
construct an attached garage in the space currently occupied by a portion of 
the basement and under an existing deck, further extending the 
nonconforming FAR at 104 Eldredge Street, Ward 7, Newton, on land known 
as Section 72 Block 08 Lot 12 containing approximately 10,426 sq. ft. of land 
in a district zoned SR2. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 3.1.3, 3.1.9, and 7.8.2.C.2 of Chapter 
30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 2017. 

 
Public Hearing 05-12-2026 
#166-26 Request to exceed FAR and facade ratio at 19 Saxon Road 

HAYA MAYMAN & MICHAEL RIVKIN petition for SPECIAL PERMIT/SITE PLAN 
APPROVAL, to construct a detached two-car garage and a rear addition to the 
dwelling, exceeding the maximum FAR and facade ratio, at 19 Saxon Road, 
Ward 6, Newton, on land known as Section 52 Block 16 Lot 04 containing 
approximately 13,608 sq. ft. of land in a district zoned SR2. Ref: Sec. 7.3.3, 
3.1.3, 3.1.9, and 1.5.7 of Chapter 30 of the City of Newton Rev Zoning Ord, 
2017. 

 

Referred to Zoning & Planning Committee 
 

#133-26 Discussion of established Uses within Chapter 30 
COUNCILORS OLIVER, BAKER, SILBER, KALIS, LUCAS, LEARY, FARRELL, 
MALAKIE, WRIGHT, and GETZ requesting discussion and possible 
amendments to provide new or updated definitions in the Newton zoning 
ordinances for allowed uses (180 Days: 10/24/2026). 
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Referred to Programs & Services Committee 
 

#163-26 Appointment of Marc Welch as Commissioner of Parks and Recreation 
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR appointing MARC WELCH as COMMISSIONER OF 
PARKS AND RECREATION pursuant to Sec 3-3 of the City Charter (30 Days: 
05/27/2026). 

 

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation Committee 
 

#134-26 Requesting a discussion on the city's Street Sweeping program 
COUNCILORS LUCAS, FARRELL, IRISH, WRIGHT, LEARY, GREENBERG, and 
SILBER requesting a discussion with the Department of Public Works on how 
the city can improve its communication and notification efforts on street 
sweeping in Nonantum, improving compliance with the parking regulations, 
and efforts by the city on how they are educating the community of the 
importance of the street sweeping program. (180 days: 10/24/2026) 

 

Referred to Public Facilities Committee 
 

#145-26 Appointment of Emily Prenner to the Design Review Committee 
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR appointing Emily Prenner, 702 Chestnut Street, 
Waban as a member of the Design Review Committee for a term to expire on 
December 31, 2029 (90 days: 07/26/2026). 

 

Referred to Finance Committee 
 

#156-26 Authorization to accept and expend a grant of $31,460 
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend a 
grant of thirty-one thousand four hundred sixty dollars ($31,460) from the 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection's Electric Vehicle 
Incentive Program to install three dual-port charging stations at the Utilities 
building at 60 Elliot Street.  

 
#144-26 Submittal of the ACFR and external audit reports 

COMPTROLLER transmitting the Annual Comprehensive Financial Report and 
external audit reports for fiscal year ending June 30, 2025 for City Council 
review/acceptance.   

 
#143-26 Authorization to accept a grant of $14,000  

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept a grant of 
fourteen thousand dollars ($14,000) from the National Environmental Health 
Association. 
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#142-26 Authorization to accept and expend a grant of $28,092.79  
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend a 
grant of twenty-eight thousand ninety-two dollars and seventy-nine cents 
($28,092.79) from the Executive Office of Public Safety and the Department 
of Fire Services.  

 
#151-26 Requesting Ordinance Amendment to Chapter 2, Administration  

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting amendments to Chapter 2, 
Administration, of the Revised Ordinances of Newton, Massachusetts, 2017 
to reorganize the Purchasing Department under the Financial Services 
Department.  

 
#162-26 Appointment of Karen F. Munro as Chief Procurement Officer 

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR appointing KAREN F. MUNRO as CHIEF 
PROCUREMENT OFFICER pursuant to Sec 3-3 of the City Charter (30 days: 
05/27/2026). 

 

Referred to Programs & Services & Finance Committees 
#139-26 Authorization to appropriate and expend $550,000 from June 30, 2025 

Certified Free Cash for SAN replacement 
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 
five hundred fifty thousand dollars ($550,000) from June 30, 2025 Certified 
Free Cash for the replacement of the City's Storage Area Network (SAN). 

 

Referred to Programs & Services & Finance Committees 
#146-26 Appropriation of $150,000 from June 30, 2025 Certified Free Cash for 

Netting 
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 
one hundred fifty-thousand dollars ($150,000) from June 30, 2025 Certified 
Free Cash for the purchase and installation of protective netting for the multi-
purpose field at the Halloran Sports Complex, Multi-Purpose Field.  

 

Referred to Programs & Services & Finance Committees 
#153-26 Appropriation of $500,000 from June 30, 2025 Certified Free Cash for Full 

Day Kindergarten Aides    
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 
five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) from June 30, 2025 Certified Free 
Cash to Newton Public Schools to pay for Full Day Kindergarten Aides.  

 

Referred to Programs & Services & Finance Committees 
#150-26 Appropriation of $325,000 from June 30, 2025 Certified Free Cash for NPS 

science curriculum 
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 
three hundred twenty-five thousand dollars ($325,000) from June 30, 2025 
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Certified Free Cash to Newton Public Schools to fund the purchase of science 
curriculum.  

 

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation & Finance Committees 
#135-26 Requesting amendment to city ordinances for parking fine revision 

COUNCILORS LUCAS, FARRELL, IRISH, WRIGHT, GREENBERG, LEARY, and 
SILBER requesting to amend city ordinances to increase the parking fine for 
Street Sweeping parking violations. 

 

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation & Finance Committees 
#148-26 Appropriation of $75,000 from June 30, 2025 Certified Free Cash for Jaws of 

Life 
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 
seventy-five thousand dollars ($75,000) from June 30, 2025 Certified Free 
Cash for the purchase of one new set of battery-operated hydraulic rescue 
tools. (Jaws of Life) 

 

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation & Finance Committees 
#149-26 Appropriation of $1,000,000 from June 30, 2025 Certified Free Cash for 

SCBA Harnesses 
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 
one million dollars ($1,000,000) from June 30, 2025 Certified Free Cash for 
the purchase of new SCBA Harnesses.  

 

Referred to Public Facilities & Finance Committees 
#167-26 CPC recommendation to appropriate $347,534.91 for War Memorial Stairs 

COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE recommending the appropriation 
of three hundred forty-seven thousand five hundred thirty-four dollars and 
ninety-one cents ($347,534.91) in Community Preservation Act funding from 
Unrestricted Prior Year Reserves (Acct# 5800-3599) to the Planning & 
Development Department for a grant to the Public Buildings Department for 
the War Memorial Stairs. 

 

Referred to Public Facilities & Finance Committees 
#159-26 Repurposing of $833,948.85 for Burr School roof 

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to repurpose eight hundred 
thirty-three thousand nine hundred forty-eight dollars and eighty-five cents 
($833,948.85) from Docket #33-24 to fund the replacement of the Burr 
School roof.  

 

Referred to Public Facilities & Finance Committees 
#158-26 Appropriation of $345,697.55 from June 30, 2025 Certified Free Cash for 

North and Crafts Streets 
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 
three hundred forty-five thousand six hundred ninety-seven dollars and fifty-
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five cents ($345,697.55) from June 30, 2025 Certified Free Cash for design 
work for intersection improvements at North Street and Crafts Street.  

 

Referred to Public Facilities & Finance Committees 
#147-26 Appropriation of $3,200,000 for snow and ice expenditures 

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer and expend the 
sum of eight hundred eighty thousand one hundred twenty-five dollars 
($880,125) from Acct# 01C10401, Inclement Weather Reserve Fund, and 
appropriate and expend two million three hundred nineteen thousand eight 
hundred seventy-five dollars ($2,319,875) from June 30, 2025 Certified Free 
Cash with seven hundred fifty thousand dollars ($750,000) to Acct# 0140123-
513010, Regular Overtime, and two million four hundred fifty thousand 
dollars ($2,450,000) to Acct# 0140123-529100, Contractors, to balance snow 
and ice expenditures.  

 

Referred to Public Facilities & Finance Committees 
#140-26 Authorization to accept a grant of $52,000 from Massachusetts Department 

of Environment Protection Sustainable Materials Recovery Program 
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept a grant of fifty-
two thousand dollars ($52,000) from the Massachusetts Department of 
Environment Protection Sustainable Materials Recovery Program which will 
be used for the City's waste diversion efforts. 

 

Referred to Public Facilities & Finance Committees 
#141-26 Authorization to appropriate and expend $63,573.42 from June 30, 2025 

Certified Free Cash for Underwood security cameras 
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 
sixty-three thousand five hundred seventy-three dollars and forty-two cents 
($63,573.42) from June 30, 2025 Certified Free Cash for security cameras at 
the Underwood Elementary School. 

 

Referred to Public Facilities & Finance Committees 
#138-26 Authorization to appropriate and expend $1,250,000 from June 30, 2025 

Certified Free Cash for Elementary Schools feasibility design phase 
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 
one million two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($1,250,000) from June 30, 
2025 Certified Free Cash for the Ward and/or Underwood Elementary Schools 
feasibility design phase. 

 

Referred to Public Facilities & Finance Committees 
#137-26 Authorization to appropriate and expend $1,250,000 from June 30, 2025 

Certified Free Cash for Police facility feasibility design phase 
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 
one million two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($1,250,000) from June 30, 
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2025 Certified Free cash for the Police Headquarters and Training Facility 
feasibility design phase. 

 

Referred to Public Facilities & Finance Committees 
#136-26 Authorization to appropriate and expend $1,250,000 from June 30, 2025 

Certified Free Cash for NSHS feasibility design phase 
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 
one million two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($1,250,000) from June 30, 
2026 Certified Free Cash for Newton South High School feasibility design 
phase. 

 

Referred to Public Facilities & Finance Committees 
#161-26 Appropriation of $142,370 from Energy Stabilization Fund for LED Project at 

Day Middle School 
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 
one hundred forty-two thousand three hundred seventy dollars ($142,370) 
from the Energy Stabilization Fund for a LED Lighting Project at Day Middle 
School.  

 

Referred to Public Facilities & Finance Committees 
#160-26 Repurpose $500,000 for multiple small projects at NPS 

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to repurpose five hundred 
thousand dollars ($500,000) from Docket #123-25 to fund multiple small 
projects at NPS.  

 

Referred to Finance & Appropriate Committee 
 
Public Hearing 05-18-2026 
#1-26   Submittal of the FY2027-FY2031 Capital Improvement Plan 

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting the FY27-FY31 Capital Improvement Plan 
pursuant to section 5-3 of the Newton City Charter. 

 
Public Hearing 05-18-2026 
#154-26 Submittal of the FY2027-FY2031 Supplemental Capital Improvement Plan 

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting in accordance with Section 5-1 of the City 
of Newton Charter, the FY2027-FY2031 Supplemental Capital Improvement 
Plan.  

 
#155-26 Submittal of the FY2027 Municipal/School Operating Budget 

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting in accordance with Section 5-1 of the City 
of Newton Charter the FY2027 Municipal/School Operating Budget, passage 
of which shall be concurrent with the FY2027-FY2031 Capital Improvement 
Program (#1-26). EFFECTIVE DATE OF SUBMISSION 04/21/26; LAST DATE TO 
PASS THE BUDGET 06/05/26. 
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Public Hearing 05-18-2026 
#157-26 Proposed Water, Sewer, and Stormwater Rates 

HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting recommended Fiscal Year 2027 (FY27) 
Water/Sewer/Stormwater Rates for implementation on July 1, 2026.   
 
FY27 Tiers & Rates for Water and Sewer  
HCF Per Quarter                   Water Rate Per HCF                    Sewer Rate Per HCF  
0-10                                         $8.32                                             $12.88  
11-25                                       $9.62                                             $15.07  
26-60                                       $11.06                                           $16.19  
>60                                          $13.80                                            $18.61  
Irrigation                                $15.25                                            n/a   
 
FY 2027 Stormwater Fees  
Residential - $200.00 
Commercial - $0.95/Imp Sq Ft 

 

Referred to Committee of the Whole 
 

#152-26 Request to increase the retiree COLA base 
NEWTON RETIREMENT BOARD and HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting 
approval of the Newton Retirement Board's increase to the retiree Cost Of 
Living Adjustment (COLA) base from fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) to 
sixteen thousand dollars ($16,000) in FY27, from sixteen thousand dollars 
($16,000) to seventeen thousand dollars ($17,000) in FY28, and from 
seventeen thousand dollars ($17,000) to eighteen thousand dollars ($18,000) 
in FY29, pursuant to General Laws Chapter 32, Section 103(j), such increase to 
be effective July 1, 2026, as voted on by the Newton Retirement Board on 
April 14, 2026.  

 
 


