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Conservation Commission 
MINUTES 

March 19, 2026 
 

Location:  Zoom. This meeting was a virtual meeting.  
Meeting opened at:  7:00 pm with Dan Green, Chair, presiding.  
Members Present:  Susan Lunin (Vice Chair), Sean Macamaux, Leigh Gilligan, Bob Jampol, 

Kathy Cade, and Jeff Zabel 
Members Absent:  none  
Staff present:  Jennifer Steel, Ellen Menounos 
Members of the Public:  Not recorded due to the remote nature of meeting 
 

WETLANDS DECISIONS 

1) Nahanton St. – Notice of Intent – Installation of sidewalk along the north of the street 
from Wells Ave to Dedham Street -- DEP file # 239-1009 
Owner/Applicant: City of Newton, DPW 
Request: Continue to 4/16/2026 
Proposed project summary: Install approximately 4,900 lf (24,500 sf) of five-foot-wide 

pedestrian walkway on the north side of Nahanton Street (1,325 lf, 6,625 sf) within 
Riverfront Area and buffer zone).  

Documents in packets: Project location map, relevant civil site plan sheets highlighted 
Additional documents presented at the meeting: none 
Jurisdiction:  

• Riverfront Area (10.58) – not applicable if this is considered a “Limited Project” 
• Buffer Zone (10.53) 
• “Limited Project” in Riverfront Area: 10.53(6) 
• Stormwater Standards (10.05) 
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Vote to continue the hearing to 4/16/2026. [Motion: Jampol, Second: Lunin, Roll Call Vote: 
7:0:0] 

2) 171 Concord St. – Request for Certificate of Compliance – addition to single-family house -- 
DEP file # 239-556 
Owner: Kevin O'Flaherty 
Request: Issue a complete COC 
Project summary: Addition to a single-family house 
Documents in packets: As-built site plan 
Additional documents presented at the meeting: Site photos 
Jurisdiction: Riverfront Area (Charles River) 
Presentation (Steel) and Discussion: 

• This 2007 addition was constructed largely according to the approved plan (the rear 
deck was slightly reconfigured and enlarged).  

• 5 blueberry and holly bushes were required; 8 rhododendron and viburnum were 
installed and appear to be doing well. 

• The site is in very good and stable condition. 
• All requisite documentation has been received and filed. 

Vote to issue a complete Certificate of Compliance. [Motion: Lunin, Second: Cade, Roll Call 
Vote: 6:0:0; Gilligan temporarily offline]. 

3) 160 Pine Street – Request for Certificate of Compliance – reconstruction of a retaining wall 
-- DEP file # 239-898 
Applicant: David Altman 
Request: Issue a complete COC.  
Project summary: Replacement of a timber retaining wall with a masonry wall.  
Documents in packets: Approved site plan 
Additional documents presented at the meeting: Site photos 
Jurisdiction: Buffer Zone to an intermittent stream (Brunnen Brook)  
Presentation (Steel) and Discussion: 

• The Order of Conditions was for full replacement of a timber retaining wall with a 
masonry wall, but the condo association decided to undertake repair of the timber 
wall, instead.  

• Trees were not damaged and the site is stable and unaltered. 
Vote to issue a complete Certificate of Compliance. [Motion: Macamaux, Second: Zabel, Roll 
Call Vote: 7:0:0]. 

4) 160 Pine Street – Request for Certificate of Compliance – installation of a fence -- DEP file 
# 239-349 
Applicant: David Altman 
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Request: Issue a complete COC 
Project summary: Installation of a privacy fence along Brunnen Brook.  
Documents in packets: Approved site plan 
Additional documents presented at the meeting: Site photos 
Jurisdiction: Buffer Zone to an intermittent stream (Brunnen Brook)  
Presentation (Steel) and Discussion: 

• In researching the file for the previous agenda item, staff found this 1988 Order of 
Conditions.  

• The fence is in place and the site is stable. 
Vote to issue a complete Certificate of Compliance to close out this old file. [Motion: Cade, 
Second: Gilligan, Roll Call Vote: 7:0:0]. 

OTHER DECISIONS  

5) Tree replacement guidelines  
Documents in packets: Current Tree Replacement Guidelines (highlighted) 
Presentation (Steel) and Discussion:  

• Steel asked the Commission if they would like to align the minimum tree size 
addressed in the Commission’s Tree Replacement Guidelines (8” dbh) with that in 
the City’s Tree Ordinance (6” dbh) to avoid unnecessary confusion for applicants. 

• Commissioners felt the 6” standard was too demanding and that applicants could 
choose to document 6” trees if they so chose, but should not be obligated to 
mitigate for their loss under the authority of the Wetland Protection Act and 
Regulations 

Consensus: Leave the Tree Replacement Guidelines as they are. 

6) RDA for DPW road, water, sewer, and stormwater maintenance 
Documents in packets: Draft document describing tiers of permitting requirements  
Presentation (Steel) and Discussion:  

• Steel reviewed the categories of work that are currently exempt under the state 
wetland act and regulations, and noted the two additional areas of work she felt 
should be allowed with limited review and permitting: 

o The maintenance of older stormwater features and 
o The maintenance of sidewalks and pathways 

• Steel noted her hopes that when the current generic Order of Conditions for DPW 
maintenance activities expires in October, DPW will seek a negative Determination 
with conditions such as the following for the above activities. 

o Clear communication protocols,  
o annual planning requirements, and  
o specific limitations on permitted work (e.g., avoid high flow periods, limit 

vegetation removal, and implement necessary erosion controls). 



[Type here] 
 

 Page 4 of 4 
 

• Steel noted her interest in improved communication and coordination with DPW. 
Consensus: Commissioners felt the approach and the conditions were appropriate. 

7) Minutes to be approved  
Documents in packets: Draft 2/26/2026 minutes reviewed by Dan Green. 
Vote to approve the 2/26/2026 minutes. [Motion: Green, Second: Gilligan, Roll Call Vote: 
7:0:0] 
Who will volunteer to approve the 3/19/2026 minutes? Kathy Cade.  

UPDATES  

• ACROSS (Access to Conservation, Open Space, and Schools) trail loops 
o 4 loops (Upper Falls, Waban, Crystal Lake, and Webster) have been mapped 

and points of interest are being added. 
o Staff hope to publicize the loops this spring. 
o Staff hope to expand the “program” with more loops in the north and south 

of the City. 
o Medallions will be discussed with City leadership and staff. 

• Encroachments onto Conservation land and wetlands violations 
o Staff used the quiet winter to create databases for each issue so that 

enforcement action can be coordinated and tracked. 
• Commissioner engagement opportunities 

o MACC Lunch and Learn – Steel noted the value of these on-line webinars. 
o Land Steward Program – Steel noted the opportunity for commissioners to 

volunteer to be stewards. 
o Office tour – Steel offered to show commissioners what staff do “behind the 

scenes”. 
o Trash Boat (Tuesdays with Mitchell Lunin) – Lunin stated that 2-3 

“teammates” could accompany the boat crew to pick up trash. Lunin could 
arrange for any Tuesday in May, June, July, August, or September (from 9:30-
3:30) from the Community Rowing, Inc. dock.  

PUBLIC COMMENT - none 

NOT REASONABLY ANTICIPATED 48-HOURS BEFORE THE MEETING 

Anti-Coagulant Rodenticide Ban 

• Steel asked the Commission if they would like to have her write a letter on their 
behalf asking state senators and representatives to support bills H 5217 / S 2721: “An 
Act Restricting the Use of Rodenticides in the Environment” and that those bills be 
added to S 2542: “The Mass Ready Act, An Act to build resilience for Massachusetts 
communities”. 

• Vote to have Steel send such a letter. [Motion: Cade, Second: Lunin, Roll Call Vote: 
7:0:0] 

ADJOURN at 7:56. [Motion: Macamaux, Second: Lunin, Roll Call Vote: 7:0:0] 
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