Newton Update
Mayor Marc Laredo
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(Photo: | was happy to be joined by City Council President John Oliver,
Chamber President & CEO Greg Reibman and Newton Beacon Board
member Robert Weisman to honor reporters and editors from NewTV, The
Lion's Roar, Fig City News and The Newton Beacon on Local Media Day.
Along with Boston College's The Heights, The Newtonite at Newton North
and Denobela at Newton South, we are lucky in Newton to have vigorous
local reporting that seeks to keep residents well informed with accurate
information that holds institutions accountable, brings the stories of our
neighborhoods and our neighbors to life, and creates a community
conversation that connects us all.)

Dear Friends,

(Photo: A perfect day for a community walk around City Hall with colleagues
last Wednesday.)

The folks in the Newton Health and Human Services Department helped us
get our steps in last week by organizing 100 Steps to Celebrate 100 days in
office!

It was such a great idea that many of us in City Hall are planning to spend
more lunch breaks walking, rolling, and talking.




This Friday, I'll continue the series outlining
our achievements over my first 100 days in
office with details on actions we've taken to
improve customer service.

In this update I'll focus on:
e Monday's Boston Marathon

e Road Paving Season
* Beware of scams

The 130" Boston Marathon will pass
through Newton in six days.

Participants enter Newton from
Wellesley on Washington Street,
make a right onto Commonwealth
Avenue at Newton Fire Station 2, and
continue through Newton to the
Boston line.

Race officials expect the first
wheelchair athletes to roll through
Newton around 10 a.m., with the professional men around 11:10,
professional women about 22 minutes later, and the pack of thousands to
follow for the next several hours.

Among the 30,000 athletes who will officially run and roll from Hopkinton to
Boston along the 26.2-mile course will be Team Newton, the 45 runners
covering the 26.2 miles to raise money for nonprofits doing amazing work in
our community.

Road Closures

Roads along the Marathon Route (Washington Street and Commonwealth
Avenue, including the Carriage Lane) will be closed in Newton starting at 8
a.m. until approximately 6 p.m. Please plan ahead.

Expect traffic delays while the roads are closed as cars will not be allowed to
cross the Marathon Route or access the Carriage Lane of Commonwealth
Avenue until the route is reopened.

Parking_Restrictions

Parking restrictions and tow-zones will be in place along the entire Marathon
route, including the Carriage Lane of Commonwealth Avenue, on streets



https://www.newtonma.gov/government/mayor-fuller/team-newton-2021

around the course route, and on portions of all streets that feed onto the
route starting at 8 a.m. until approximately 6 p.m.

All impacted streets will be temporarily posted with No Parking - Tow Zones
signs.

Useful Spectator Information

For those of us watching instead of running, the B.A.A racing App has lots
of information to access from your phone, including optimal times for
viewing, a course map, a participant tracking tool, and more.

A Spectator Guide is also online here.

Low Flying Aircraft

You may see low flying aircraft along the Marathon route this week. These
have been authorized by the Federal Aviation to conduct Surveillance /
Safety checks.

See Something, Say Something

The Newton Police Department, in conjunction with state and federal law
enforcement authorities, is asking for the public’s help prior to and on
Marathon Day.

If you see any suspicious activity or a suspicious bag or package, please call
the Newton Police at 617-796-2100 or dial 9-1-1 immediately.

Many thanks to the Newton Police officers, Firefighters and EMTs, Public
Works, Parks & Recreation, Mayor’s Office staff, and all the volunteers who
have been working for months on logistics and safety plans, and who will be
working from early morning until well into the evening on Monday to help
make this year’s race safe and successful.

Fingers crossed for great weather. Good luck everyone.

Road Paving Season E

The Department of Public Works
crews and contractors are getting
ready to resume paving through next
fall.

There are 54 main and neighborhood
roads on tap to be completed this
season.

DPW staff selected the roads to be

repaved or repaired using the City’s Pavement Condition Index (PCI)
analysis. The analysis uses radar to analyze the condition of all roadways in
Newton on a 0 to 100 scoring system (0 being a poor roadway, 100 being a
new one).



https://www.baa.org/b-a-a-mobile-app/
https://www.baa.org/races/boston-marathon/watch/spectators

Our planned paving schedule for this year concentrates on roadway
preservation and roads with an average PCI under 50. For information on the
roadway selection process, click here.

The overall PCI citywide is 75.11 an improvement from last year’s 73.30.
When this program began in 2018, our citywide PCIl was 62.

Interested in your road's PCI? Click here.

Click here for the current list of streets scheduled to be paved or repaired
this season.

A few more roads may also be added to the list in the coming weeks.
Please know that while we have a plan, weather and underground utility
infrastructure work by National Grid, or another utility company that requires
digging under a road, can disrupt and delay the scheduled work.

Scam Alert: Stay Vigilant

Thanks to a local business for alerting us to another scam attempt where
someone used publicly available information to produce what appears to be
official correspondence from the City of Newton.

In this case, scammers sent a letter to a local business using Newton City
Treasurer/Collector Ron Mendes’ name — with an incorrect email address.
The bogus letter did not ask for any payment, but sought to establish a line
of communication in order to send malware in the form of an adobe pdf
document.

Last year, scammers tried to get bogus payments from people with business
before the Historical Commission.

Please be vigilant. One thing to look for in any correspondence that appears
to come from the City of Newton is the email address. The four most
common City emails end in: @newtonma.gov from City Hall, @minlib.net
from the Newton Free Library, @newton.k12.ma.us from the Newton Public
Schools and @historicnewton.org from Historic Newton.

_& Spotlight On

Early Morning Clean-Up

That's Superintendent of Maintenance Derek Mannion in the photo on the
right at 7 a.m. yesterday morning cleaning out the fountain in front of City
Hall.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newtonma.gov%2Fhome%2Fshowpublisheddocument%2F137657%2F639114330400600000&data=05%7C02%7Ceishkanian%40newtonma.gov%7C8da6ef6d005d44dbac1508de98a5787a%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C639116033651995438%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pq73zvT6zs%2BpsdpCaAaR6cGNpdyIfeK1QFGIVS6wMEI%3D&reserved=0
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As superintendent, Derek heads the department
charged with keeping parks and playgrounds clean
and well maintained all across our city. He could
have sent a crew over to clean the fountain, but he
did it himself, just one small example of the extra
effort he makes every day for the City of Newton.

That’s not all he does. | have firsthand knowledge
that he makes a mean corned beef with all the
fixings for the entire Parks & Recreation team every
St. Patrick's Day.

For 23 years, Derek has quietly and professionally
done his job - and so much more. Thank you.

Let's Keep Our Sidewalks Clear

Trees and shrubs and greenery are starting to
come back to life with blooms and new growth
soon to follow.

It's time for a friendly reminder that Newton
has an ordinance on the books that requires
us all to make sure the sidewalk in front of our
property is passable. (Click here and scroll
down to read 26-14. Obstructing sidewalks
generally).

If you see shrubs or branches from your yard
making it difficult for pedestrians to pass,
please trim back the vegetation.

Similar to the snow shoveling ordinance, this is a complaint driven
enforcement system. If a complaint is filed, the owner is notified and will
have time to take care of the issue. Failure to do so could eventually result in
a $50 a day fine until the work is done.

Recognizing Newton's Telecommunicators

Newton’s 911 dispatchers are the calm voices who answer your calls during
emergencies. They are the people working behind the scenes, the “first,” first
responders who serve as a vital link to Newton Police, Firefighters and
Medics, relaying information that can literally save lives.



https://www.newtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/29815/637867564630830000

During National Public Safety Telecommunications
Week, | thank you all for your professional
expertise, compassion, and dedication to providing
24-hour a day dispatch service every day of the
year.

See you around the city,

Mayor Marc

Newton Theatre Company’s performance of, oh to be
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Newton’s Central High School is seeking community volunteers for its
upcoming Credit for Life fair. Have you ever considered helping high school
students learn to be adults through simulated financial planning scenarios?
Please consider donating your time the afternoon of Tuesday, May 12 from
noon to 2:30 p.m. in room 210 at the Newton Ed Center, 457 Walnut St.
Whether you are an expert in the field or want to learn a lesson or two from
this fair yourself, volunteers are welcome. Please contact Sarah Ladner
Apollo at ladnerapollos@newton.k12.ma.us to sign up.
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Newton Neighbors is currently seeking donations for its
annual diaper drive, happening on May 9 this year.
Last year, thank to the generosity of our community,
Newton Neighhbors was able to distribute 53,000
diapers in the span of five hours. Click here for more
information.



https://www.eventbrite.com/e/oh-to-be-pure-again-newton-theatre-company-tickets-1633116869519?aff=oddtdtcreator
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This year marks the 112th anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide. Join members of the
ey Armenian community on the lawn of City Hall on
semenbering LG Friday, April 24 at 5 p.m. to raise the Armenian flag
Genocide | on the ceremonial flagpole to honor the memory of
those who died and to celebrate the rich heritage of
the Armenian people. (The ceremony will be moved

inside City Hall in case of rain.)

111 Years of

asisiesigal  The Tanglewood Marionettes are back for an April
vacation performance of Cinderella at the City Hall War
’ Memorial. Tickets are still available to see the colorful
sets, and fully immersive theatrical show all ages on
Saturday, April 25. The curtain goes up at 11 a.m. Click

here for more information and to purchase tickets.

47 2026 NEWTON Join us at the 2026 Newton Civic Spotlight at
&> CIVIC SPOTLIGHT  Newton City Hall on Tuesday, April 28, from 5

— . Byyourn,) 10 6:30 p.m. Meet community groups, talk with

Tuesday, April 28th foryom,h! . .

4006305 X representatives from city departments and

O g, NEWTON elected officials, and learn how Newton works.
et W 02450 : Click here for more information.

NewtonSERVES Interested in pulling invasive plants at

Houghton Garden, cleaning up Waban Square
giin il sl s il g i@ ©rlending a hand at one of the other projects
Building Community Through service around our city during Newton Serves on

Sunday, May 3? Volunteers are still needed.
Click here for more information.

Save the date to join us on Wednesday, May 27 for
the Theodore D. Mann Newton Mayor’s
Community Breakfast where we break bread
together and renew our commitment to our neighbors
and our community. We’ll gather outside, under a tent
at the Charles River Campus of UMass Amherst, 100
Carlson Ave., from 7:30 to 9:30 a.m. This year’s
keynote speaker is Boston Pops Conductor and
Newton resident Keith Lockhart. Stay tuned for ticket
information. Questions? Email the Harmony
Foundation at
harmonyfoundationnewton@gmail.com.
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