
 

Friday, April 10, 2026

(Photo: At a Laredo Listens session on Sunday, March 1 at 1294 Centre
Street.)

Dear Friends,

On January 1, I was sworn in as Newton’s 32nd

Mayor. It’s been a busy 100 days!

The team at City Hall and I have gotten a lot of great
work done toward implementing our goals –building
community, improving customer service, and creating
a city budget that prioritizes the Newton Public
Schools.

It’s been interesting, challenging, a lot of fun, and it’s
why I love this job.

Over the next several weeks, I’ll be highlighting some
of our accomplishments.



Today, I’ll focus on the first steps we’ve taken to open an ongoing dialogue
with residents, strengthen common bonds, and build community.

Laredo Listens

From the end of January through March, we gathered with hundreds of
residents - in person in each ward and then during a final virtual zoom
session - on our “Laredo Listens” tour.

This was an important part of our effort to build trust and community. When
people are heard they are more likely to be engaged, work together, and
invest in our collective future.

My team and I listened to all of you. We heard your concerns, and we heard
where you want us to focus. We took notes. We got back to you when a
follow-up was needed. We took action, and we will continue
﻿to do so.

The winter Laredo Listens sessions are over, but the listening is just
beginning. We’ll be back with more sessions in the fall.

In the meantime, I hold office hours (click here for the schedule), and we will
respond promptly to your emails and phone calls.

(Photo: Celebrating Holi, the Hindu "Festival of
Color")

Out and About

One of the best parts of the first 100 days has
been getting out of the office and meeting so
many Newtonians at community events
throughout the city (38 at last count!).

Along with Superintendent Nolin and members of the School Committee, I
also met with educators and parents at PTO meetings at nine different
schools, with more visits scheduled.

Like my Listening Tour, each of these events has been a great opportunity to
get direct insight into how, together, we can build a better city.
 
I’m out in the city all the time - if you see me, please stop and say hello.

Adams Street

When the red, white and green Italian flag street line markings were abruptly
removed from Adams Street in Nonantum last summer, many of us were
disappointed.

These were more than just lines in the street. They were tradition. We are a
welcoming city, and part of valuing our diversity in this city is including
respect for traditions that make Newton unique.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newtonma.gov%2Fgovernment%2Fmayor%2Fmeet-with-the-mayor&data=05%7C02%7Ceishkanian%40newtonma.gov%7Cab789e020adf461156d608de969a76eb%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C639113787345172515%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dioGGi6APDkBJ1PzWhHMFB4SDFEH4zsMIAt%2BsT9G2r4%3D&reserved=0


I am pleased that we were able to find a solution that allows us to repaint the
red, white and green lines down the middle of Adams Street in time for all the
traditions that make Nonantum so special, including the annual St. Mary of
Carmen Festival - the “Festa” - in July.

Before that, let’s all come together on Sunday, May 17 for our annual
Memorial Day celebration (held a week earlier this year on Armed Services
Day). This year’s 250th Anniversary Salute to Service Parade will begin at
City Hall, go through Newtonville along Walnut Street, turn right onto
Washington Street to Adams Street – with newly painted red, white and
green lines – and finish at Coletti-Magni Park on Watertown Street.

Arts & Culture and Community Events

Newton has always had a strong arts and culture scene and terrific
community events. Our aim is to make them even better.

We added a new Arts & Culture Department, and over the first 100 days,
Director Meryl Kessler has made a lot happen, including creating:

A Let’s Create Newton webpage here.
An Arts Calendar.
An Interactive Map of Arts and Culture organizations, performance
and exhibit venues, arts-related businesses, and artist studio spaces in
our city.

Newton also will have its first Poet Laureate later this year. Stay tuned for
more details this summer.

At the same time, our Parks and Recreation Department is enhancing our
community events under the leadership of Director of Community Events and
Programs Paula Gannon.

She’s busy orchestrating and expanding Newton’s traditional community
events, including the upcoming SpringFest Newton at City Hall on Sunday,
May 17, the July 4th Celebration and fireworks, and more.

If you’re not already getting their newsletters packed full of events, click here
for Let’s Create Newton, and here for Newton Community Events &
Programs.

Economic Development

Economic Development Director Lauren Berman and Deputy Director Cheryl
Lappin are changing the way Newton does business. Here are some of our
accomplishments during our first 100 days:

Engaging property owners and leasing agents to unlock opportunities
and bring new life to existing buildings.
Mapping vacant storefronts across the city so businesses can quickly
find available spaces.
Creating “Business journey” maps that make it easy for entrepreneurs
to understand the steps and timelines involved in opening a restaurant
or retail shop in Newton.

https://www.newtonma.gov/government/arts-and-culture-2457
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/arts-and-culture-2457
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/arts-and-culture-2457
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/goPgMN7/arts?source_id=bb0f2708-720d-447a-bb04-c774a4203d04&source_type=em&c=
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/F9a9p2c?source_id=bb0f2708-720d-447a-bb04-c774a4203d04&source_type=em&c=
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/economic-development/do-business-here/vacant-storefront-map


Introducing a “white glove” concierge service to help resolve permitting
issues.
Holding working sessions with businesses and stakeholders in Newton
Centre and West Newton to discuss opportunities for spurring foot
traffic in village centers (with more sessions planned across the city).

(Photo: Cutting the ribbon to open Court 16.)

I have been excited to join them at ribbon cutting
ceremonies at:

Formosa Bun & Dumpling Factory (Newton
Centre)
Amarin of Thailand (Newtonville)
Court 16 (Upper Falls)
Divergence Physical Therapy & Wellness
(Newton Corner)

Next? They’re touring Newton’s office buildings,
identifying vacancies, and developing ideas to address them.

To keep updated on their efforts you can follow them on Instagram and sign
up for their newsletter.

A Welcoming City

The City of Newton is a Welcoming City. As Mayor, I remain committed to the
safety, dignity, and well-being of every person who lives, works and visits our
community.

In early February I signed an Executive Order reaffirming our values as a
Welcoming City. It makes clear that our well-trained, professional Newton
police officers will follow established protocols and long-standing practices to
maintain the rule of law and ensure that public safety remains paramount
across the City.

(Photo: Speaking at the event in Boston with
Mayor Wu.)

On that same day I was proud to stand with
Mayor Michelle Wu and leaders from across
Greater Boston to reaffirm our belief in
democracy and the rule of law. (Click here to
watch my remarks.)

We’ve been working closely with the
Massachusetts Attorney General’s Office, leaders of other communities, the
Newton Police Department, the Law Department, the Newton Public
Schools, and City Council and School Committee leadership to prepare for
ICE-related issues.

This week our new Immigration Rights & Resources webpage also went live
with answers to frequently asked questions, a copy of my Executive Order,
and other pertinent information.

https://www.instagram.com/itsinnewton/
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/Lasl1iQ/EcDev?source_id=a3a1514f-d62d-43fe-847e-a42e938c04f1&source_type=em&c=&source_id=bb0f2708-720d-447a-bb04-c774a4203d04&source_type=em&c=
https://www.youtube.com/live/Fyu7HaXZg6o?t=2433s
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/immigration-rights-resources


Next week I’ll fill you in on what we’ve been doing over the past 100 days to
enhance customer service at City Hall.

See you around the city.

Mayor Marc
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