Newton Update
Mayor Marc Laredo

Tuesday, April 7, 2026

(Photo: We gathered in late March at the Johnny Kelley statue along the
Boston Marathon Route on Commonwealth Ave. with Governor Maura
Healey, BAA President and CEO Jack Fleming, longtime Race Director Dave
McGillivray, and members of Susan Hurley's family including her and Dave's
children, Max and Ryan McGillivray and her fiancé Barry Foland at the
location where a bench in her honor will be located. Susan, who died last
November, was an inspiration to thousands of runners who helped raise
millions for charities. This spot at the start of Heartbreak Hill was one of her
favorite resting places, and will now be a place where runners will be able to
Sit, take a rest and remember this remarkable woman.) s

Dear Friends,
This Friday is my 100th day in office, a milestone for any elected official.

I'm proud of our team in the Mayor's Office and of the things we've
accomplished since | was sworn in on Jan. 1.

Starting on Friday, and continuing over the next several weeks, | look forward
to filling you in on some of the accomplishments we've made toward the
goals | outlined in my inaugural address: building community, improving




customer service, and building a city budget that prioritizes the Newton
Public Schools.

In this update I'll focus on:
* A New Emergency Alert System

» Progress at Turtle Lane in Auburndale
¢ Newton's New Poet Laureate

Sign Up for Emergency Alerts on Our New System

We have transitioned to a new emergency
alert system to send residents important
messages via email, telephone, and/or text
messages.

Newton Alerts

Select Language <

We took action to move to this new system
Me:s;g;fr';m the City of after. we experienced glitqhes with the
Newton, MA previous alert system during the snow storms
this past January and February. (Newton was
not the only community that experienced
irregularities with the system this winter--it was a widespread issue.)

The new system, called CivicPlus Mass Notification, is a key information tool
to quickly relay the most up to date information to residents during
unexpected emergencies, and to relay other types of important information
including safety information during weather events and road closures (for
example, before and during the Boston Marathon).

| strongly recommend everyone take the time to sign up. (Much of the
contact info will be migrated from the previous system, but we encourage

everyone to sign up to verify your contact information and set your
notification preferences.)

Please click here to register your contact information.

Select "CREATE ACCOUNT" at the top right of the window:
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https://portal.civicplus.com/MA-Newton/notifications?tab=alerts

You may also subscribe for notifications via text message. Simply text
NewtonMA to 38276.

Judge Paves Way for Turtle Lane Sale

After more than 12 years, we are hopeful that the sale and eventual
redevelopment of the Turtle Lane Playhouse property on Melrose Street in
Auburndale is back on track to move forward in the near future.

The good news comes after a bankruptcy judge granted a motion last week
to appoint a disinterested third-party trustee to take control of the property
and immediately begin the process of investigating next best steps. This will
likely involve the sale of the property. The City will maintain open
communication with the trustee as they move this project forward.

This is the step that was needed to finally put this long saga behind us.
Huge thanks to Deputy City Solicitor Jonah Temple who successfully argued
the City of Newton's position in court. Jonah has overseen the many twists
and turns of this case as the city has worked to address the critical code
violations and unsafe conditions at the property as expeditiously as possible.

| will share more information as it becomes available.

Newton’s First Poet Laureate

Newton is going to have its own Poet Laureate.

Thanks to Newton Director of Arts & Culture Meryl Kessler who led our effort
to establish this new ceremonial position to engage our community through
the shared experience of poetry.

Poetry puts words to emotions we all feel, and | wholeheartedly believe that,
like all arts and culture, it is a vital part of what helps bring us together as a

community.

Watch the video below to see our "official" announcement.



https://vimeo.com/1179941143?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
https://vimeo.com/1179941143?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci

We will be establishing an advisory Poet Laureate Nominating Committee to
review applications for the three-year term. More details about the Poet
Laureate position and how to apply to be considered will be available this
summer.

April is National Poetry Month and the Arts & Culture Department, the
Newton Free Library and Spark Newton have lots of things planned. Click
here to sign up for Let’s Create Newton, the Arts & Culture monthly
newsletter to get details about these events and stay in the know about
what’s happening.

_& Spotlight On

Nearly Five Decades of Reading Together

They read their first book
together as neighborhood
moms with kids at
Countryside, and last
week, nearly 50 years
later, they shared some
snhacks and dove right into
discussing their latest
read, the bestseller,
Tomorrow, and Tomorrow
and Tomorrow. (They
recommend it.)

The group of 19, 11 of whom are Book Club members from the beginning,
prefers fiction, and they read mysteries (British authors please), romance
and all genres in between. Among their first books was August, by Judith
Rossner which one member calls, “not very memorable.”

Each time they meet to discuss a book they jointly agree on the next one and
on a meeting date, a simple system that has worked from the “snail mail” era
when member Lee Linsky sent postcard meeting reminders to email and
texts.

Linsky, who joined a few years after it began, fondly calls the tight knit group
of readers “the most dysfunctional book club in history.” They may not
routinely RSVP or come prepared with suggestions for their next book, but
they have met every four to six weeks across decades as they went from
working women with little kids to retirees with grandchildren. They have been
through the deaths of members, seen another move to England and others
move out of the neighborhood, and still, they meet, bonded by their love of
reading and of each other.



https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/goPgMN7/arts?source_id=17e463ad-6bb4-4230-9762-f82f5b37b0e2&source_type=em&c=

Interested in seeing a list of the books (not in chronological order) the
women have read over the years? Click here.
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The Power of Kindness in Action at Centre Street Food Pantry

The Centre Street Food Pantry just celebrated its 15t anniversary.

What began as an endeavor of a handful of people with good intentions
providing food for a dozen households each month has grown into one of the
largest nonprofit food relief distribution agencies in the area.

Sustained by an expansive network of
volunteers, community partners and donors,
they are now serving an average of 1,100
households each month from Newton,
Brookline, Needham, Waltham, Watertown
and Wellesley.

In the words of Executive Director Rose Saia,
“Centre Street’s story illustrates the power of
kindness in action.”

To Rose, Taylor Lies and the Pantry’s Board of
Directors, and to everyone involved in making

Centre Street Food Pantry run, your kindness

is felt by us all.

Thank you for an incredible 15 years. I'm looking forward to celebrating more
milestones in the years to come.

Click below to watch a short video on Centre Street Food Pantry's 15 years.
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Surest Sign of Spring? The Runners Are Coming!



https://files.constantcontact.com/86247818101/8c787c03-4d52-42b0-bb08-5a0e11f060ba.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oCzrq_fiwxo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oCzrq_fiwxo

Sports have a way of signaling spring here in New England.

The Sox home opener at Fenway, playoffs looming for the Celtics and
Bruins, the NFL draft, and our Lions and Tigers back on the fields and the
tracks for the spring seasons.

And in Newton, we know spring is on its way when the Boston Marathon is
just 13 days away.

See you around the city.

Mayor Marc

CAN-DO ( Citizens for Affordable Housing in Newton Development
Organization, Inc.) offers free income tax preparation for low- to
moderate-income households (generally less than $75,000). Schedule an
appointment for a Wednesday or Saturday afternoon in the Newton office
located at 413 Watertown Street.

To schedule an in-person appointment:

» go to CAN-DO's website https://www.newtoncan-do.org/VITA
e call 617-906-7293 and leave a message.
e Email VITA@newtoncan-do.org

2025 Tax Returns are due by next Wednesday, April 15. If you can't file by
that date, you can file an Extension Form 4580. CAN-DO will remain open

until October for those who are not able to file by the 15t

L CAL Thursday, April 9 is Local News Day. We will be
celebrating local journalists from NewTV, the Newton
NEws Beacon, Fig City News, The Heights, the Lions Roar and

DAY Denebola from Newton South, and the Newtonite from
Newton North who keep all of you informed of what's
going on in our city.
Fig City News will also be holding Open Air Office Hours on the Newton
Centre Plaza on Thursday from 5 to 7 p.m. (weather permitting.)

Last Chance! Signs up are open through Friday, April 10
for porch hosts, bands, and volunteers for for Newton
!POR(H PorchFest 2026. Organizers are especially in need of a
&FE’T few more porches in our four Porch Fest Villages:
S=======".  Auburndale, West Newton, Newton Lower Falls, and
T Waban Center. Click here to sign-up and for more
information.



https://www.newtoncan-do.org/VITA
mailto:VITA@newtoncan-do.org
https://localnewsday.org/
https://newton.porchfest.info/
https://newton.porchfest.info/
https://newton.porchfest.info/

%’%g_yg Join Historic Newton on Saturday, April 11 for
HAMILTONS WORLD  Naughty Newton at Night and celebrate all
things Alexander Hamilton and Hamilton the
musical. Enjoy drinks and hors d'oeuvres
while exploring the more scandalous sides of
the 18th century. What was the favorite
alcoholic drink of New England in the 1700s? Did Martha Washington really
have a pet tomcat named after Alexander Hamilton? Get the scoop on all the
18th-century gossip. This interactive event is 21+. Click here for more
information.

Is there adequate foot traffic in Newton'’s villages?
5 What is the city’s new Economic Development team
IT S IN working on to help bring more people to our village
NEWTON centers? Find out by clicking here and subscribing to
the new Economic Development newsletter, “It's In

Newton!”
P MBTA .. | Staff from the MBTA Mobility Center will visit the
INFORMATION Cooper Center on Tuesday, April 14 at 10:30 a.m.

SESSION R . .
e L to provide information and answer questions. The

program we will focus on safety, and will include
information about signing up for reduced fairs,
boarding accessibly and finding priority seats,
navigating the system, using the MBTA trip planner
and much more.

Newton's Climate Action Coordinator
ENERGY HEI—P Caroline Weiss and Green Newton's Energy
OFFICE HOURS Advocate Armela Gjylsheni are available to
answer questions at drop-in energy office
hours on the second Tuesday of the month at the Newton Free Library
(Room A). The next sessions are April 14 from 11-1 p.m, May 12 from 5to 7
p.m., and June 9 from 3 to 5 p.m. Come by with questions about your energy
bills, heating and cooling options, available assistance programs, or
electrification, and the energy experts can provide one-on-one help.

‘ West Suburban YMCA is joining Ys across the
FlVE [ R country for Five Days of Action®, a weeklong

campaign running April 13-17, 2026, designed
to raise awareness and inspire action to
protect children from abuse, with a special
focus this year on digital safety for kids. Throughout the week, the West
Suburban YMCA will share resources, host staff training, and provide
education to help parents and caregivers navigate the ever-changing digital
world. Visit Helping Kids Stay Safe in the Digital Space for resources,
including recognizing red flags, staying on top of digital trends, monitoring
digital use, and having a Cyber P.L.A.N.

DAYS OF ACTION® \: ,,,

APRIL13-17, 2026

) KEEPING KIDS SAFE IN THE DIGITAL SPACE

The Newton Fair and Affordable Housing Partnership annual Sheila
Mondshein Award for Outstanding Leadership in Promoting Fair
Housing ceremony is Thursday April 23, from 2:00 to 3:00 p.m. in the War
Memorial at Newton City Hall. This year’s awards will be presented to Jini



https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/naughty-newton-at-night-hamilton-edition
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/Lasl1iQ/EcDev?source_id=a3a1514f-d62d-43fe-847e-a42e938c04f1&source_type=em&c=&source_id=17e463ad-6bb4-4230-9762-f82f5b37b0e2&source_type=em&c=
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwsymca.org%2Fblog%2Fhelping-kids-stay-safe-digital-space-west-suburban-ymca-leads-five-days-actionr&data=05%7C02%7Ceishkanian%40newtonma.gov%7C7c63221ad93c4508643e08de93e73a54%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C639110818502530036%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8h0iioVnmUywv8YbL4DLa9v08dDCTyNnK2SHcQCxAZ4%3D&reserved=0

Fairley and Josephine McNeil to honor their dedication, leadership, and
service. Their work continues to inspire and strengthen our community, and
we look forward to celebrating their achievements together.

Interested in film cameras and antique images?
The Photographic Historical Society of New
England is holding a sale and display at Newton
North High School on Saturday, April 25 from
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. with a live auction to
follow. Enjoy more than 70 tables of cameras
and vintage images with dealers both selling and
buying. Find more information at phsne.org.

Congratulations to the State Champion Newton South Mock Trial Team
which bested teams from across the state through multiple rounds where
they argued the prosecution and defense side of cases. The team is now
headed to the National High School Mock Trial Championship in Des
Moines, lowa in May where they will represent Massachusetts. Good luck!
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(Photo Newton South Mock Trial Team Massachusetts Champions.)

Team members: Jamie Brandt, Owen Butler, Seyoon Byun, Clare Cho, Isa
Folch, Henry Fu, Molly Hadlow, Ariel Hollander, Anastasia Karpova, Amalie
Martin, Mara Negroiu, Sofia Telio, Mariella Weiss, Bomi Woo, Theo Younkin,
and Emily Zisow

Attorney coaches: Stephen Carley, Esg., Hans Hysenaj, Esq., Joel Metcalf,
Esqg., and Matt Zisow, Esq.

Faculty advisor: Dr. Gojeb Frehywot
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