Newton Update
Mayor Marc Laredo

Thursday, March 26, 2026

(Photo: | joined the Newton Conservators on Wednesday evening to talk
about how we could work together to forward their goals of protecting and
preserving Newton’s natural areas. Thanks to Conservators President
Katherine Howard for inviting me.)

Dear Friends,

It's budget season in Newton and the team and | have been working closely
with CFO Maureen Lemieux, department heads, the Newton Public Schools,
and School Committee and City Council leadership on the budget for the
coming fiscal year. We're getting there. I'll have much more information on all
the specifics in the coming days.

In the meantime, we’re cutting more ribbons at new restaurants (Amarin of
Thailand (photo on the right) in Newtonville today and Formosa Bun and
Dumpling Factory in Newton Centre on Saturday), visiting with Newton
businesses such as the Ware Street Workspace in Auburndale, meeting with
our community partners, including leaders of Newton-Wellesley Hospital,our
city’s largest employer, and having a lot of fun at community events. I'm
looking forward to taking a step back in time this Saturday at Revolutionary
Newton from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Durant-Kenrick House and Grounds.

In this update I'll focus on:



https://www.newtonma.gov/government/historic-newton/events/revolutionary-newton
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/historic-newton/events/revolutionary-newton

o Call for applicants
for the Zoning Board
of Appeals

o Crystal Lake Water
Quality Treatment

e Arts and Culture
Map

Call for Applicants: Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA)

We are seeking interested residents to serve on the Zoning Board of
Appeals (ZBA), an important body that make certain land use and
development decisions in our community.

The ZBA reviews requests for zoning variances, hears appeals of decisions
made by the Commissioner of Inspectional Services, and considers
comprehensive permits under state law (including under Chapter 40B, the
state law enacted in 1969 that allows developers who include a percentage
of affordable housing units to bypass most local zoning restrictions).

The ZBA meets monthly. Its five regular and five associate members are
nominated for three-year terms by the Mayor and approved by the City
Council.

As Mayor, | want to open the selection process for this board, and for all
boards and commissions in our city, to a broad pool of applicants and
encourage interested and qualified applicants to apply.

Click here to learn more about the application process, and click here to
submit an application. (Note, the application will say there are currently no
openings on the ZBA. The terms of several members end in 2026.)

Keeping Crystal Lake Healthy

We’'re starting the third phase of
a successful treatment plan at
Crystal Lake to break the cycle
of algae blooms and improve
water quality by treating the
sediments sitting in the deepest
portion of the lake.

The lake will be closed to the
public during the treatment
process from Wednesday, April
15 to Friday, April 17.



https://www.newtonma.gov/government/planning/zoning-board-of-appeals
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/planning/zoning-board-of-appeals
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/boards-commissions
https://newtonma.granicus.com/boards/forms/376/apply/4907900?code=d7693607-c25d-44c2-bc65-27dbfaacdc53

Similar to what we did in 2020 and 2022, a MassDEP-licensed contractor will
disperse a water treatment solution in the deepest areas of the lake. The first
two treatments were very successful in protecting the lake from harmful
algae blooms that can be dangerous for humans and animals.

Still have questions? Click here for answers to frequently asked questions.

A New Place to Find Arts and Culture Info in Newton

Ever wonder where to rent a trombone in Newton? How about finding artists’
studio space or a great dance class?
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Click on the pins on the map and find contact and other important
information for each resource or click the arrow icon on top left to see a
dropdown list of all entries.

There’s more. The website also features a Newton Arts Calendar with
listings of all kinds of performances, classes, shows, lectures and programs
happening around Newton.

-& Spotlight On

Inspiring Us All

As the 2026 Boston Bruins-MIAA Sportsmanship Award winner, Newton
South hockey forward Gabe Santos demonstrated a “commitment to
sportsmanship, teamwork, and dedication on and off the ice.”

And so much more.



https://files.constantcontact.com/86247818101/cfb0ad7e-4f4a-44d8-a334-19c98e6a93d4.pdf
https://www.newtonma.gov/
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Despite a recurrence of cancer this fall that
forced him off the ice, Gabe was huge part of
the Lions’ 2025-2026 season.

Echoing the words of Head Coach Gabriel
Feldstein, Gabe fought through treatments
and symptoms, came to every practice, and
was a source of inspiration for the team.

“Though he couldn't join us on the ice this
year, his presence in the locker room and
passion on the bench resonated through the
team. He fought a harder battle than anyone
ever fights on the ice, but still showed up and
actively participated in trainings, film sessions,
and developing the team.”

Gabe, you are not just an inspiration to your hockey teammates, you are an
inspiration to us all.

Got An Idea To Green Newton?

The City of Newton and The Village Bank’s Climate
Action Microgrant Program provides grants of up to
$2,000 to support community-driven climate action and
resilience projects.

This program is rooted in a simple belief: fighting
climate change and preparing communities for its
effects is a shared responsibility—and a shared
opportunity.

The program supports local projects that align with at least one of its three
goals: to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, strengthen resilience, and
engage the community in climate action. Applications are reviewed and
awarded on a rolling basis.

Learn more and apply here.

Tonight, We're Virtual

We're wrapping up our listening tour across our city with a virtual session
that begins at 7 tonight.

There's still plenty of time to register!



https://www.newtonma.gov/government/climate-and-sustainability/climate-action-microgrants

While this is the last listening
session for now, we'll have a

new schedule of Laredo Listens Laredo LiStenS

dates in the fall.

| also hold regular office hours.
Click here for the schedule Join tonight's virtual conversation!

through May. Click here to register.

I've enjoyed hearing from so
many of you about things you
love, and a few things that aren't
so loved in our city. Please
continue to speak out and be
involved.

See you around the City.

Mayor Marc

Curbside Yard Waste Collection started
this week. Place leaves, grass clippings, tree
and shrub pruning and other yard waste in
paper yard waste bags or your own barrel and
set it out on your trash and recycling day. Click
here for more information.

The Massachusetts Department of
Transportation (MassDOT) will host its fourth
Working Group meeting of the Newton
NEWTON CORNER Corner Long-Term Planning Study Tuesday,

LONG-TERM PLANNING sTUDy  March 31, 2026 at 4 p.m. on zoom where the

team will review feedback, present draft

alternatives, and discuss evaluation criteria for alternatives analysis. Register
to attend the virtual meeting here, and find out more about the project and
find meeting materials after the meeting here.

Green Newton, Mothers Out Front Newton,
and the Newton node of 350Mass have just
launched the Newton Electrification
Readiness Survey. The survey aims to
gather information from Newton's single-family
homeowners about how they heat and cool
their homes and about the appliances they
use. In addition, it solicits from residents the challenges they see in
electrifying their homes. | invite you to take the survey and register your
opinion here. Participants can win one of the three prizes ($250, $100, and
$50) offered to randomly selected respondents.



https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/meeting/register/719bf-p9RGq1CSfnGe9nEw#/registration
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2Ft3M7VsWFDL5ohzaGA&data=05%7C02%7Ceishkanian%40newtonma.gov%7Cc9751a95e1f148ee83ac08de89dd3ca5%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C639099780454879657%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2OM%2FM1flfg%2FtoXCiXzdOzlF0eZlUVNMK0dgSTppSfYk%3D&reserved=0

NEWTON COMMUNITY SPRING CONCERT
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Explore STEM subjects

Learn about opportunities in
high school

Learn
Save
Have fun!

HOSTED AT v 220
. ree Library [NE

Play, learn and meet new people at Bridge
Night at the Cooper Center, Tuesdays, from
6:15 to 8:45 p.m. Start with a short lesson, then
enjoy duplicate bridge at your level. No partner?
No problem, partners are guaranteed. Register
here. Each session is $15.

Classical, folk, opera, jazz will come together at
the Jackson Walnut Park School Student Center
on Friday, April 10 at Valerie & Friends, an
evening of special performances featuring
student musicians, a guest Jazz band and
renown international opera singers. Click here for
more information and tickets which will support
the JWP performing arts program.

Join Newton North and Newton South High
School STEM clubs and step into the role of a
forensic scientist, test your strategy skills at a
theory challenge booth, watch onion root cells
divide under a microscope and much more at the
first STEM Night on Saturday, April 11 from 4 to
6:30 p.m. at the cafeteria at NNHS, 457 Walnut
St. Admission is free.

The Fix It Clinic is back at the Newton Free
Library on Sunday, April 18 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Reserve a time slot to bring in a broken
household item and work with a Repair Coach
who can help guide you through diagnosing and
repair. Click here for more information and to
reserve a spot. Fix-It Clinics are run by the

Newton Recycling Committee, with the Newton Free Library, the Newton
DPW Sustainable Materials Management Division, with funds from a

MassDEP grant.
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