
What should I expect from the Demolition Review process? 
First, submit a Historical Review Application online through NewGov. Staff will first review the application for
completeness. Be sure to monitor your email or application portal for any revision requests. Incomplete
applications will not move forward and may eventually be rejected. Once complete, a Preservation Planner
evaluates the property for historic significance. 

If the property is found Not Historically Significant, you have completed the historical review process and may
proceed with other required permits. 
If the property is found Historically Significant, it will be scheduled for a Historical Commission meeting. At
the meeting, staff will briefly introduce the property, and the applicant will have an opportunity to speak. The
Commission will then vote. 

If, at the meeting, the property is found Preferably Preserved, a demolition delay will be applied: 
12 months for non-National Register  
18 months for National Register–listed properties.

A demolition delay decision by the Commission is not transferable to a new owner of the property. If the property
is sold during the demolition delay period, then the demolition delay will restart at the date of closing. Once a
demolition delay has expired, but before a demolition permit is issued by ISD, and the property is sold to a new
owner, the demolition delay application process will begin again. A decision for not historically significant or not
preferably preserved is good for two years, after which a new application will need to be submitted. 
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Application Submission Requirements
An application for demolition review will not be accepted by the Department of Planning and Development until
it is determined to be complete. At time of intake, the Department will determine whether a demolition review is
necessary. Items needed for a completed application for total demolitions are:

Proof of ownership: such as a copy of the deed
Owner Authorization form: if the applicant is not the owner, the applicant must supply a signed version of
the form provided in the application.
Photos of the affected structure: photos of all sides of the building. Google Street View images are not
accepted. Please compile photos into a PDF.
Photos of Neighborhood: photos of the surrounding buildings to establish context of the area around the
subject house. Please compile photos into a PDF.
Assessor’s map: from the link provided in the application.

Partial demolition applications require all of the above as well as:
Existing and proposed building elevation drawings
Existing and proposed site plan
Building materials: images and information about the building materials that will be used.

All of these can be turned in via NewGov Historic Review Application:
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/categories/1081/record-types/1006637

Please see the Newton Historical Commission webpage for a list of application deadlines and meeting dates. 
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