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Dear Newtonians,

Happy (or more accurately, freezing) spring 2026! Though, recent swings between 60-degree days and
snow flurries are a reminder that the spring season has arrived in true New England fashion.

Also characteristic of our region, housing remains a central focus in our community. Newton is one of
17 cities and towns in the Metro Mayors Coalition (MMC), a collaborative of local leaders representing
over 1.6 million residents in the greater Boston area, working together through the Metropolitan Area
Planning Council (MAPC) to track housing production and plan for future needs. This March, MAPC
released its annual update on housing permitting activity, and the results show a mixed picture. Keep
reading for more on what the data found and what it means for Newton and the greater Boston region.

Meanwhile, the Planning Department has several upcoming opportunities, including an information
session on using the MBTA, a public hearing on the FY27 Annual Action Plan, an upcoming affordable
housing lottery, and a special staff shoutout!

Don't forget to follow us on Instagram: @CityofNewtonPlanning and like us on Facebook: Newton
Planning and Development.

Sincerely,

The Planning & Development Department

Department Projects and Updates
Newton Centre Plaza Status Update

On Monday, March 2nd, the full City Council took up the appeal of the Plaza's trial
extension, and denied it. So what does this mean? The Plaza will remain in its current location
until October of 2026 and the Administration will begin planning subsequent next steps.

Outdoor Special Events

The Plaza is yours to use! Are you starting to think about planning a spring or summer event?
The Outdoor Special Event Permit fee remains WAIVED when applying to use the Plaza to
encourage community gatherings.

Apply for a permit here - be sure to have your event details ready.

https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1105979720296/ff301d65-3a3b-4042-a497-4d830ca4aa90
https://www.instagram.com/cityofnewtonplanning/
https://www.facebook.com/NewtonPlanning/
https://www.facebook.com/NewtonPlanning/
https://www.youtube.com/live/9PJY9MmTamE?si=uB4flFcx3o80zXda&t=4276
https://www.youtube.com/live/9PJY9MmTamE?si=uB4flFcx3o80zXda&t=4276
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/categories/1092/record-types/1006756


Questions? Email: osepadmin@newtonma.gov

Photo of the Plaza early this March

Transportation Hub

mailto:osepadmin@newtonma.gov


MBTA Information Session: the Mobility Center

Have you ever felt intimidated, overwhelmed, or confused trying to take the T around? Fear not,
staff from the MBTA Mobility Center will visit the Cooper Center (345 Walnut St) on Tuesday
April 7th and Tuesday April 14th both at 10:30 a.m. Sessions are designed with older adults in
mind, though all are welcome.

The April 7th session will focus on accessibility and navigating the T while the April 14th session
will focus on safety and asking for help. Staff will also provide assistance with CharlieCard
applications on both dates.

Topics covered will include:
• How to sign up for reduced fares
• How to board accessibly and find priority seats
• Navigating the system
• How to use the MBTA Trip Planner
• How to ask for help while traveling
• How to sign up for free 1-on-1 Travel Training
• Recent progress in accessibility

Registration
This program is free, but registration is required. You can register either in person at the Cooper
Center (345 Walnut St), emailing oasprograms@newtonma.gov, or by calling 617-796-1675.

https://www.mbta.com/
mailto:oasprograms@newtonma.gov


Housing Spotlight: Affordable Housing
Opportunities in Newton

1151 Walnut Street Condominium
1151 Walnut St, Newton Highlands

For more information, click to visit our website

Located at 1151 Walnut Street in the Newton Highlands neighborhood, 1151 Walnut Street
Condominium is a newly constructed 25-unit condominium ownership building. All units will be

handicapped visitable. Pets are allowed, per policy. The project has access to transportation with a bus
route on Walnut Street and is located across from the Newton Highlands commuter rail station. Water

and sewer are included in the monthly condo fee. Each income restricted unit will be assigned one
garage parking space at no cost.

There are five (5) units available at 80% and 110% AMI in the lottery:

1 - studio (80%)
1 - one bedroom (80%)
2 - one bedroom (110%)
1 - two bedroom (80%)

The application deadline is April 17, 2026. CLICK HERE TO APPLY

Contact MCO Housing Services at 978-456-8388 or email at lotteryinfo@mcohousingservices.com
for any questions.

This newsletter will be updated regularly with information about waitlists and availability for affordable housing opportunities. Click HERE
to sign up for the Affordable Housing Availability Newsletter. For any questions, contact Malcolm Lucas at 617-796-1149 or

mlucas@newtonma.gov.

Click for a full list of Affordable Housing Opportunities

https://maps.app.goo.gl/2LTjVwXMzXHCy7pG6
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/planning/housing-community-development/housing/current-affordable-housing-opportunities
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/planning/housing-community-development/housing/current-affordable-housing-opportunities
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/planning/housing-community-development/housing/current-affordable-housing-opportunities
https://maps.app.goo.gl/2LTjVwXMzXHCy7pG6
https://www.newtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/136160/639069328504930000
mailto:lotteryinfo@mcohousingservices.com
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001JdpTMeML5NJJRN91OZKcvQ3NEoMnFLlCy0fT8VicI31ZOy62e4HZbhJ2WG0b1yonEYO4ii_moxQAlMynss0b4hGkbHc9-wQxPORuyHV8uds%3D
mailto:mlucas@newtonma.gov
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/planning/housing-community-development/housing/current-affordable-housing-opportunities


Housing Information & Resources
Metro Mayors Coalition Regional Housing Task Force
Newton is one of 17 communities in the Metro Mayors Coalition working toward a shared regional housing goal

The Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC) released its annual housing permitting update
this March, and the results are sobering, but not without silver linings. Through the Metro Mayors
Coalition (MMC) Housing Task Force, Newton and 16 neighboring communities are tracking
progress toward a regional goal of 185,000 net new housing units between 2015 and 2030.The
2024 data shows production at its lowest point since tracking began, hampered by high interest
rates, rising construction costs, and broader economic uncertainty. Not meeting this target has
real consequences: higher housing costs, increased out-migration of young professionals, and a
shifting tax burden onto existing homeowners.

"While there are challenges to creating more housing, especially right now with higher interest
rates and construction costs, we have seen progress at the local level as municipalities update
their zoning, alongside important state actions like the Affordable Homes Act, the MBTA
communities Act, and new state laws allowing for ADUs by right."
—  Lizzi Weyant, Executive Director, MAPC

Visit housingtaskforce.mapc.org to see all the data and learn more about the Metro Mayors
Regional Housing Task Force.

Click for a comprehensive list of Housing Resources 

Public Hearing: FY27 Annual Action Plan
The Planning & Development Board will hold a hybrid public hearing on Monday, April 6, 2026 at 7:00
PM in Newton City Hall, Room 204.

Members of the public may participate virtually via Zoom:
Visit https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/81182398036
Dialing +13092053325#,,81182398036

The public hearing will cover the FY27 Annual Action Plan, which outlines the use of federal funds
received by the City of Newton through the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), HOME
Investment Partnerships Program (HOME), and Emergency Solutions Grants (ESG) programs
administered by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).
HOME funds are administered in partnership with the WestMetro HOME Consortium, which includes
the towns of Bedford, Belmont, Brookline, Concord, Lexington, Natick, Needham, Sudbury, and
Wayland, and the cities of Framingham, Waltham, and Watertown.

The Annual Action Plan describes proposed projects and funding allocations for the period of July 1,
2026 through June 30, 2027, consistent with the goals and strategies of the FY2026–2030
Consolidated Plan. A public hearing is required to solicit input and ensure that funds are used effectively
to benefit low- and moderate-income residents, in accordance with the Citizen Participation Plan.

The draft FY27 Annual Action Plan will be available online at: http://www.newtonma.gov/cdbg. A
printed copy will also be available in Newton City Hall, Room 201.

https://housingtaskforce.mapc.org/
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/planning/housing-community-development-copy
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/81182398036
http://www.newtonma.gov/cdbg


Public comments may be provided at the hearing or submitted in writing to:

Lara Kritzer, Director of Housing and Community Development
Planning and Development Department
1000 Commonwealth Avenue, Newton, MA 02459

or via email: lkritzer@newtonma.gov

The deadline for submission of written comments is May 7, 2026.

Planning Staff Shoutout
Historic Preservation Planner Kimberly Crocker
gets Published!

One of our own historic preservation planners,
Kimberly Crocker, has had her work published in a
book titled, The Routledge Handbook on Cultural
Heritage and Climate Justice.

According to Kim, "the work completed by the team
brought together international resources and
knowledge to address the concern on climate
change and its effects on heritage sites, while also
recognizing that the community and cultures should be centered in the conversation on its
preservation. The communities we interacted with were vibrant and fully immersed into
responding to the challenges of climate change. I am thankful to the Trinbagonians for opening
their communities and sharing their stories, which made this research all the stronger." 

Here in Newton, as the Senior Preservation Planner in the Historic division, Kim helps guide
residents through various application processes, advises on preservation projects, and supports
the Auburndale and Chestnut Hill Historic Districts, as well as the Newton Historical Commission.
Next time you see Kim at the ISD counter, or get the privilege to work with her on your Newton
project, give her a shoutout and a thanks for all her work!

You can check out the project website from her work by visiting: resilientheritagett.com

Sincerely,

City of Newton
The Planning & Development Department
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