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What is the Newton Historical Commission?
In 1975 the City of Newton established the Newton Historical Commission under Massachusetts General Laws
chapter 40, section 8D for the preservation, promotion and development of the historical or archaeological
assets of the City. The Newton Historical Commission is the City of Newton’s advisory body on preservation
matters. It also designates and manages changes to Newton City Landmarks, manages alterations to properties
with Preservation Restrictions, manages the Demolition Delay Ordinance and comments on projects and provides
advice from a preservation perspective outside of the Historic Districts.

What is the process for altering a property that is designated as a Local Landmark?

If your property is designated as a Newton City Landmark you must submit a Local Landmark Review
Application online on NewGov for any changes to the property, buildings or structures. Each individual
Landmark has specific review guidelines, but approval from the Newton Historical Commission is required before
any exterior work can begin.

What is the process for altering a property with a Preservation Restriction?

If your property has a Preservation Restriction you must submit a Preservation Restriction Review Application
online on NewGov for any changes to the property, buildings or structures. The restriction for each property is
different, and specifies what work may or may not be allowed, but approval from the Newton Historical
Commission is required before any exterior work can begin.

What should I expect from the Demolition Review process?

First, submit a Historical Review Application online through NewGov. Staff will first review the application for
completeness. Be sure to monitor your email or application portal for any revision requests. Incomplete
applications will not move forward and may eventually be rejected. Once complete, a Preservation Planner
evaluates the property for historic significance.

* If the property is found Not Historically Significant, you have completed the historical review process and may
proceed with other required permits.

* If the property is found Historically Significant, it will be scheduled for a Historical Commission meeting. At
the meeting, staff will briefly introduce the property, and the applicant will have an opportunity to speak. The
Commission will then vote.

If, at the meeting, the property is found Preferably Preserved, a demolition delay will be applied:

* 12 months for non-National Register

* 18 months for National Register-listed properties

Do | need approval to demolish a garage or shed?

Yes. Any building that is 50 years old or older, including garages and sheds, must be reviewed before demolition
or partial demolition.
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What is a Waiver of Demolition Delay?

A waiver allows demolition to proceed before the demolition delay period ends. Ultimately, you don’t have to
wait the full 12 or 18 months to proceed with a demolition, whether partial or full. For full demolitions, a waiver
cannot be granted until at least four months have passed since the property was found Preferably Preserved. The
Commission must review and approve the waiver request. For partial demolitions, plans can be presented at the
meeting where the Commission found the property preferably preserved. They may decide to approve the same
night or request changes and continue the application. You will be able to revise the design and return to the
commission at the next scheduled meeting.

Do | need to apply for Historical Review if | am only building an addition?
Yes. Outside of the Historic Districts, additions may qualify as a partial demolition if they involve:

e Removal of 50% or more of the roof, or

* Removal or enclosure of 50% or more of an exterior wall
For National Register properties, removal of significant architectural (character-defining) features also requires
review.

What do | need to prepare for the hearing?

You, or a representative of the application, should be prepared to share screen on Zoom, show application
materials, and present. The Preservation Planner will be prepared to share in the event that you experience
technical difficulties. Once you complete the presentation, the commissioners will ask initial questions or make
initial comments, the chair will then open the floor to the public for questions and comments, and lastly, the
commission will have a final discussion and render a decision.

How long are Historical Commission decisions valid?

If a demolition delay was applied, the decision is valid for two years after the delay ends. If the property was
found Not Historically Significant or Not Preferably Preserved, the decision is valid for two years from the decision
date. After two years, a new application is required, and the Commission will conduct a new review. Please note
that the new decision made by the commission may or may not be the same as the initial decision, and a new
demolition delay may be placed on the property.

What happens if the property is sold during or after the review process?

If the property is under a demolition delay and ownership changes, the delay period restarts under the new
owner. If the delay period has expired and the property is sold, the new owner must submit a new application
which would restart the process. If the property was found Not Historically Significant or Not Preferably
Preserved, the decision remains valid for the new owner, as long as it has not expired.
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