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Submission Process: Historic District Commission (HDC)

For properties in one of Newton’s four Local Historic Districts. Submit a Historic District Application via NewGov.

Already have a COA but need to change something?  Submit a new application with updated photos and
product/material specs (make/model, dimensions). 

City of Newton | Planning & Development Department
www.newtonma.gov/historicpreservation | historicpreservation@newtonma.gov

Are you exactly replicating (in-kind) something that currently exists – matching existing conditions precisely?

You are in a Local Historic District and want to make exterior changes.

No: not in-kind

Is the change visible from a public way?

No: not visible

Historic District Commission
(HDC) Review

Proceed to full HDC hearing.

Yes: visible

Yes: In-kind replication

Staff Review
In-kind repairs and ordinary
maintenance may qualify for

administrative (staff-level)
approval. No full commission

hearing needed.

Commission Decision

Certificate of Non-Applicability
For excluded work, not visible from

public way, or in-kind replication

Certificate of Hardship (COH)
Granted if denial causes

substantial hardship and work
doesn’t significantly harm the

district. Also issued if Commission
fails to decided within 45 days.

Certificate of Appropriateness
(COA)

Visible alteration found
appropriate to the character of

the property and district.

Certificate of Appropriateness
(COA)

Visible alteration found appropriate
to the character of the property and

district.

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/categories/1081/record-types/1006636
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