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What are the Local Historic District Commissions?

Newton has four (4) established Local Historic Districts: Auburndale, Chestnut Hill, Newton Upper Falls, and
Newtonville. These are areas that exhibit historic or architectural value that are distinctive and encouraged for
preservation. Note that the historic district doesn’t cover the entire village area

How do | know if a property is in a Local Historic District?

You can use the City’s Assessing Map*. There, you can search the address directly into the Property Quick Search
bar (top right) or click Themes and toggle on Historic Properties. This will show all the Local Historic Districts -
Auburndale, Chestnut Hill, Newton Upper Falls, and Newtonville. In additon, it will also show National
Register properties, properties inventoried in a historic resource survey, city landmarks, and preservation
restriction properties.

Will my project require Commission approval?

Any exterior change to a building or hardscape needs an application. In-kind repairs or ordinary maintenance
may qualify for administrative approval. Planting (trees, shrubs, flowers) is not reviewed. When in doubt, submit a
Historic District Application online via NewGov or email: historicpreservation@newtonma.gov. Consult the Historic
Process Flow Charts for more information about the process for submitting an application.

Will the Commission approve my project?

Decisions are made case-by-case, taking into account: the unique and special features of each property, nearby
context, and the district. The Preservation Planners will direct you to the Design Guidelines, a useful document
to consult to make sure your project is aligned to what is generally acceptable. There is never a guarantee that
the Commission will approve or disapprove of any one aspect of a project.

What do | need for a complete application? (basics)

Planners require different baseline documents by project type; the Commission may request more. Always
include clear photos and product/material specs (make/model, dimensions, photos). See the Historic District
Commission Checklist document, for more detailed information on specific documents that you’ll need to be
prepared with.

What do I need to prepare for the hearing?

At the meeting, you (or a representative of the application) should be prepared to share screen on Zoom to
show application materials. The Preservation Planner can assist in the case of technical difficulties. After
presenting, Commissioners will ask initial questions and make comments. The chair will then open the floor to
the public for questions and comments. Then the Commission will have a final discussion and render a
decision.

What certificates can be issued?

There are three (3) primary certificates which the Commission or staff can issue:

e Certificate of Non-Applicability (CNA): in-kind work (matching existing conditions exactly), changes not
visible from a public way, or excluded work

e Certificate of Appropriateness (COA): visible alterations the Commission finds appropriate to the
character of the property and district

¢ Certificate of Hardship (COH): granted if denial would cause substantial hardship (financial or otherwise)
and the work does not significantly harm the district. A COH is also issued if the Commission fails to decide
within 60 days of filing
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I have a Certificate of Appropriateness, but | need to change something with my project,

what do 1 do?

Reach out to a Preservation Planner: historicpreservation@newtonma.gov and notify them of the change in as
much detail as possible. Sometimes if it is very minor, the modification to the approval can be done on the
administrative level, but if it is a larger change, the Commission will need to approve.
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