FAQs: General Historic Preservation

Last Updated: March 2026

Is this property historic?
Any property greater than 50 years old in Newton is subject to Historic Review for any proposed exterior
alterations. Review by the Newton Historical Commission (NHC) is required for any proposed total or partial
demolition of such a building. Any property located in one of our four Local Historic Districts (Auburndale,
Chestnut Hill, Newtonville, Newton Upper Falls) is subject to review by the respective Historic District Commission
(HDC) for any exterior alterations and site changes.

Does my project require Historic District Commission (HDC) or Newton Historical
Commission (NHC) review?

HDC Review is required for:
e Any exterior changes (including driveways, walkways, or other hardscaping) to properties within Newton’s
four (4) local historic districts.
NHC review is required for:
e Partial or total demolition of any building over 50 years old, and
e Exterior alterations to Local Landmarks or properties with a Preservation Restriction.

How do | apply for Historic District Commission (HDC) or Newton Historical Commission
(NHC) review?

All applications are submitted online through NewGov (Planning & Development Department). Choose the
application that matches your project type:
* Historic District Application - for properties in Newton’s four historic districts.
* Local Landmark Review - for exterior work on designated Local Landmarks.
* Preservation Restriction Review - for exterior work on properties with Preservation Restrictions.
* Historical Review Application - for partial or full demolitions and alterations to National Register-listed
properties (you can confirm National Register status via MACRIS).

How much does it cost to submit an application?

Historic Preservation does not charge application fees. However, other City departments or divisions may charge
fees depending on the proposed work.

How can | obtain final sign-off for my building permit or historic district application?

Attach photos of the completed work to the historic or building permit and leave a comment alerting the
preservation planner that you are ready for final sign-off. If the work matches the approved plans, staff will issue a
final sign-off. Please note: not every building permit requires a historic sign-off.

What is the difference between a full and partial demolition?

Full Demolition is the pulling down, razing, or destruction of the entire building or structure which is above
ground. Partial Demolition is the removal, alteration, or envelopment of 50% or more of any single elevation or
roof surface.

FLIP FOR MORE
y:‘:% . f) . .
y%’s City of Newton | Planning & Development Department 3
PLAN B\g

NEWTON Www.newtonma.gov/historicpreservation | historicpreservation@newtonma.gov




How do | submit a public comment about a property?

You can email comments on applications to historicpreservation@newtonma.gov before the meeting. Comments
written in will be shared with the Commissioners in advance. At the meeting, the Chair will open time for public
comment. Please state your name for the record and share your remarks. To keep meetings efficient, avoid
repeating points already made by others.

How can | find information about the history of a property or neighborhood?

There are many places! Start with the Massachusetts Cultural Resource Information System (MACRIS), which
provides research forms searchable by address, architect, or town. You can also use the MACRIS Map for visual
searches. Keep in mind: not every listing has a regulation — sometimes just research was done. Properties within
a National Register (NR), Preservation Restriction (PR), Local Landmark, or Local Historic District (LHD) have
additional regulations. More information about those can be found on our other FAQ flyers. Another great source
is Historic Newton, located in the Jackson Homestead, or accessed online at: newtonma.gov/historicnewton.
Historic Newton is a good source for historic photos and information about Newton’s unique local history!

j?%’b City of Newton | Planning & Development Department
PLANBXS

NEWTON Www.newtonma.gov/historicpreservation | historicpreservation@newtonma.gov


https://mhc-macris.net/
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/historic-newton

	FAQs: General Historic Preservation
	Is this property historic?
	Any property greater than 50 years old in Newton is subject to Historic Review for any proposed exterior alterations. Review by the Newton Historical Commission (NHC) is required for any proposed total or partial demolition of such a building. Any property located in one of our four Local Historic Districts (Auburndale, Chestnut Hill, Newtonville, Newton Upper Falls) is subject to review by the respective Historic District Commission (HDC) for any exterior alterations and site changes.

	Does my project require Historic District Commission (HDC) or Newton Historical Commission (NHC) review?
	HDC Review is required for:
	Any exterior changes (including driveways, walkways, or other hardscaping) to properties within Newton’s four (4) local historic districts.
	NHC review is required for:
	Partial or total demolition of any building over 50 years old, and
	Exterior alterations to Local Landmarks or properties with a Preservation Restriction.

	How do I apply for Historic District Commission (HDC) or Newton Historical Commission (NHC) review?
	All applications are submitted online through NewGov (Planning & Development Department). Choose the application that matches your project type:
	Historic District Application – for properties in Newton’s four historic districts.
	Local Landmark Review – for exterior work on designated Local Landmarks.
	Preservation Restriction Review – for exterior work on properties with Preservation Restrictions.
	Historical Review Application – for partial or full demolitions and alterations to National Register–listed properties (you can confirm National Register status via MACRIS).

	How much does it cost to submit an application?
	Historic Preservation does not charge application fees. However, other City departments or divisions may charge fees depending on the proposed work.

	How can I obtain final sign-off for my building permit or historic district application?
	Attach photos of the completed work to the historic or building permit and leave a comment alerting the preservation planner that you are ready for final sign-off. If the work matches the approved plans, staff will issue a final sign-off. Please note: not every building permit requires a historic sign-off.

	What is the difference between a full and partial demolition?
	Full Demolition is the pulling down, razing, or destruction of the entire building or structure which is above ground. Partial Demolition is the removal, alteration, or envelopment of 50% or more of any single elevation or roof surface.
	FLIP FOR MORE



	How do I submit a public comment about a property?
	You can email comments on applications to historicpreservation@newtonma.gov before the meeting. Comments written in will be shared with the Commissioners in advance. At the meeting, the Chair will open time for public comment. Please state your name for the record and share your remarks. To keep meetings efficient, avoid repeating points already made by others.

	How can I find information about the history of a property or neighborhood?
	There are many places! Start with the Massachusetts Cultural Resource Information System (MACRIS), which provides research forms searchable by address, architect, or town. You can also use the MACRIS Map for visual searches. Keep in mind: not every listing has a regulation — sometimes just research was done. Properties within a National Register (NR), Preservation Restriction (PR), Local Landmark, or Local Historic District (LHD) have additional regulations. More information about those can be found on our other FAQ flyers. Another great source is Historic Newton, located in the Jackson Homestead, or accessed online at: newtonma.gov/historicnewton. Historic Newton is a good source for historic photos and information about Newton’s unique local history!


