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Newton Parks & Recreation Commission 
Meeting Minutes 

7:00 p.m. – Monday, February 23, 2026 
 

Attending: Arthur Magni, Byron Dunker, Marc Welch, Acting Commissioner, Sheila Butts, Beth Wilkinson, Jack 
Neville, Mark Feldhusen, Randy Johnson, Mary Fitzgerald, Ted Chapman, John Rice, Chief Community Service 
Officer, Josh Morse, Chief of Operations 
 
Meeting begins at 7:02pm 
 

1. Meeting Minutes – January  
• Approved 8-0 

 
2. Commissioner’s Report 

• The Maintenance staff have been working hard cleaning up the current snowstorm 
• Paula Gannon held her first performance at Newton Community Stage at the Lincoln-Eliot School. The 

performance went well 
• The Albemarle Field project will be finished up in the fall.  Mr. Dunker asked when the ball field will be 

ready for use. Commissioner Welch reported the seeding of the field will be done this spring, and the 
ball field will be ready for use Spring 2027. 

• Linda Berger has created a quarterly program guide. There are printed copies and on-line guides.  Ms. 
Butts asked how camp registration went last month.  Commissioner Welch reported camp registration 
went well, programs filled up quickly. 

 
3. Plaza- Newton Centre Green- Discussion 

• Mr. Morse presented a slideshow to begin the discussion of activating a portion of the Newton Centre 
Green (“the Green”) for community engagement in place of the Newton Centre Plaza, currently 
located in the municipal lot next to the Green.  The Plaza opened last summer on a trial basis. The 
community has enjoyed the Plaza. The Plaza does take up parking spaces in the municipal lot, and this 
impacts the local business.  

• Mr. Rice stated the parking lot next to the old Walgreens location is currently being used by the public, 
a new supermarket will be moving into the location, the parking lot will become available for the 
supermarket customers only. 

• Mr. Morse stated he is not suggesting the Green be paved, the project could be as minimalist as the P 
& R Commission recommends. The area would be accessible with pavers and seating.  

• Ms. Butts stated she read on-line the Council was voting on the Plaza and asked if the Commission 
should have input before the council.  Mr. Rice explained the Plaza is in the municipal lot, under the 
jurisdiction on DPW with approval from the council. The council is voting on extending the Plaza Pilot 
program until the end of either May or October. 

• Ms. Wilkinson asked if the fence and lights from the Plaza would be moved to the Green and what the 
function is to be carried over to the Green. Mr. Morse commented they are open to suggestions 
regarding the lights and fencing, currently the Green is decentralized this project would centralize the 
Green and create community.  Ms. Wilkinson stated she uses the Green every Sunday, there are other 
users and different uses of the Green. Mr. Rice stated they want to provide a space for all users. Ms. 
Wilkinson asked if the grass area is considered accessible. Mr. Morse said it is, there may be some 
additional grading or maintenance needed. 

• Mr. Chapman asked what funding was used for the Plaza and what the incentive was for the Plaza and 
to move the Plaza to the Green would that meets the community’s needs, and what group is proposing 
the move of the Plaza to the Green. Mr. Rice stated ARPA funds were used for the Plaza and DPW gave 
permission to use the space and the Planning department managed the project.  There is no group 
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requesting the Plaza be moved to the Green, the Administration is bringing this to the P & R 
Commission to see if this project is an option.  

• Mr. Chapman asked for data on the use of the Plaza, Mr. Morse stated he has info from the Planning 
department he can share.  Mr. Chapman requested the data before the next meeting for time to 
review. 

• Mr. Feldhusen commented it is exciting to reimagine the space and appreciate the Administration & P 
& R Commission will be working together, but it is also important not to lose any more green space, to 
be the Garden City Newton is known as. 

• Mr. Chapman asked where the funding would come from for this project.  Mr. Rice stated there is no 
budget until a plan is developed.  

• Mr. Magni stated he has not heard rejection of this idea there is an openness, this is in the conceptual 
stage and there will be a lot of discussion. Mr. Magni asked for a straw vote. 
 

Mr. Dunker made the motion (straw vote) in favor of exploring the idea to improve the Newton Centre Green> 
Mr. Chapman seconded the motion. Motion approved 9-0 

 
4. Outdoor Special Events- Informational only 

• Event organizers reported no changes to the events 
o Nonantum Village Day- June 7 
o St. Mary of Carmen Society Festival – July 15-19 

• Public Hearings will be scheduled for both events 
 

5. Committee Reports  
• Community Preservation Committee -B. Dunker 

o There was a public hearing for a design and hiring an engineer to replace 50 windows and two 
cupolas at city hall, the price for the architectural design was $232,000.00. Next month the 
architect will attend the meeting to explain the costs. 

o The second item was to lift and rebuild underneath the city hall steps at the War Memorial 
entrance. After the engineer study the cost came in at $340,000.00. CPC moved this item to a 
public hearing.  

• Urban Tree Commission – B. Wilkinson 
o Staff are adapting to the snow, they are pruning individual trees under 10 years old, this is 

important for the health and longevity of the tree.  
o Procedure for Tree ordinance permit abutter notification is under review by the Programs & 

Services Committee 
• Farm Commission – T. Chapman 

o The five-year history and future ideas were presented at the last meeting. 
o After 20 years Greg Maslow is moving on from his position as Farm Manger  

• Commonwealth Golf Foundation – J. Neville 
o The water drainage project is 80% complete 
o Bidding out a project to repair a wall at the 7th tee and rebuild the 10th tee 

• PRC Signage and Naming Committee – M. Feldhusen 
o Mr. Feldhusen reviewed the revised naming policy (see attached). 
o Mr.  Magni stated the Law Department has reached out to discuss the notification of abutters 

section of this updated policy.  Mr. Neville commented abutters of a space would be upset if 
they were not directly notified. 

o Ms. Butts suggested changing the language on the following, from “Parklands and structures 
will be named for” to “Parklands and structures may be named for”.  And recommended 
placing a plaque in a location to honor individuals or contributions.  

o  
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o Mr. Magni stated the naming a park after an individual is not resolved. Having the option to 
name after an individual who donated, is there a minimum donation? The policy will be right 
back to where it was when the moratorium was put in place. Naming after a person under 
special circumstances which changes the policy, how the discussion would be structured, what 
would be the criteria.  
 

Mr. Feldhusen made the motion to accept the following changes to proposed naming policy: 
1. change the language on the following, from “Parklands and structures will be named for” to “Parklands 

and structures may be named for”.   
2. Public Hearing notification will be posted at least 7 days prior to meeting 

Ms. Wilkinson seconded the motion. Motion passed 8-0 
 

6. New Business 
• Mr. Chapman presented an update on the Upper Falls Trail Improvement Project. There is an issue 

with receiving permits, the trail is being moved closer to the river close to Bobby Braceland 
Playground. The project received approval from the Commission for the original plan, will the changes 
to the plan need to be brought before the Commission.  Mr. Dunker confirmed the changes would 
need to be presented to the Commission and may be included in the Master Plan for Bobby Braceland 
Playground.   

• Mr. Feldhusen asked if the Brewer Family was contacted after the January meeting. The family notified 
the Commission Newton Centre Playground and requested the plaque be replaced in the playground, 
acknowledging and honoring Mr. Brewer. The Commission agreed to work with the family on this request.  Ms. 
Mclaughlin confirmed the family has been notified and will forward the contact information to Mr. Feldhusen. 
 

 
 
 
Meeting Adjourned 9:09 pm 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Robin McLaughlin, Commission Secretary 
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