
1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

STAFF MEMORANDUM 
 

Meeting Date: March 19, 2026     
DATE:  March 12, 2026 
TO:   Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission      
FROM:   Kimberly Rose Crocker, Senior Preservation Planner 
Meeting Link:  https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/86744166378  
     
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District 
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being reviewed 
and the application process, which may be useful in their review and decision-making process of the 
Chestnut Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the Chestnut Hill HDC 
can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application.  
 
Applications 
47 Nancy Road- Request for Certificate of Appropriateness 
Application Link: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/912400  
Date Built: 1955 
Applicant: Mai Libman 
 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:  
The 1955 Contemporary style house was designed by architect Stanley Myers and constructed by Robert 
Gray. Stanley Myers (1923-2010) was a Modernist architect who was influential in Boston and the 
surrounding Metro area, designing numerous residential, commercial, and industrial buildings. The 
house on Nancy Road features widely overhanging eave, exposed roof beams, low-pitch gable roof, and 
recessed entry door. All of these are hallmarks of the Contemporary design which Myers’ mastered. The 
asymmetric roof reaches to the garage, incorporating it into the house.  
 
PROPOSED WORK: 
The applicant is requesting approval for two scopes. The first scope is upgrading electrical equipment. 
The electrical inspector from the city has recommended upgrade for code compliance and safety. 
Currently the wire droops below the code compliant 10’ minimum. Therefore, they need to replace the 
wire to the code compliant height. Additionally, they are requesting to increase the electrical service 
which will result in a larger meter on the side. The conduits will be painted to match the house color.  
 
The second phase is the landscape/ hardscape around the property to implement better drainage and 
create accessible pathways and areas. Beginning at the street, the applicants are requesting to fill in the 
‘island’ and to hold it in place by constructing a hollow cell CMU wall. This will be finished with natural 
fieldstone veneer to match the existing wall and topped with bluestone caps. The wall would not be 
visible from the public way. They are requesting to add a cobblestone curb along the driveway edge, 
which does not currently exist. Into the hillside on the left of the property, the applicants are requesting to 
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build an enclosed trash area. The existing fieldstone wall would be extended to enclose it, matching the 
other proposed wall. Again, the wall would not be visible from a public way due to regrading. The 
applicants propose using brick for the ground covering in a herringbone pattern, matching other brick that 
exists on site. There is an existing pathway beside the garage going to the rear of the property, which the 
applicants are proposing to widen using brick in a matching pattern. Going to the entry is a low wall and 
narrow brick pathway. The applicant is proposing to widen the pathway, using matching brick, and 
demolishing a portion of the existing fieldstone wall. The wall is proposed for partial demo to make room 
for a brick apron near the entry to facilitate turn radius and accessibility. The proposal includes two 
additional walls in front of the structure, built in the same fashion as the other walls. Additionally, the 
applicant proposes an irregular bluestone flagstone pathway from the driveway to the back of the house 
around the right side of the house. Finally, landscape lighting is proposed for walkways to facilitate site 
accessibility. The lighting is shielded to minimize impact for neighbors and direct where needed.  
 
Note: Anything at the rear is not visible from the public way and not subject to commission review 
(rear stone terrace, composite steps and landing, and kitchen garden and raised beds). The 
repaving of the driveway is in-kind and not subject to commission review.  
 
 92 Reservoir Avenue- Request for Certificate of Appropriateness 
Application Link: https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/905331  
Date Built: 1917 
Applicant: William Harper 
 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:  
The 1915 Colonial Revival house was designed by James Lovell Little, Jr., for Mr. and Mrs. Harold 
Estabrook. The house features a gable roof with slate, stucco siding, and large chimneys on each side. 
The recessed center entrance is framed by pilasters and a lintel with dentil molding. Small windows flank 
this entry, and repeat again on the second floor, flanking the center window. Overall, the house is very 
symmetrical in design.  
 
PROPOSED WORK: 
The applicant is requesting to replace the front gutter, fascia and downspouts. The existing gutter and 
fascia board are wood, and the proposed replacement is fiberglass gutter and PVC fascia. The existing 
downspouts are aluminum and rectangular, while the proposed are also aluminum but round. The 
applicants are also proposing landscaping lighting along the walkway. The terrace is currently blocked 
from street view by a vinyl fence, which the applicant is proposing to remove. The applicant proposes to 
replace the terrace railing to be code compliant, but maintaining the design intent of the original plans. 
Finally, the proposal includes two chimney caps matching the one that was previously proposed and 
approved by the Commission on October 16, 2025.   
 
Note: The snow fences on the rear and the basement windows in window wells are not visible from 
the public way and not subject to commission review. 
 
Administrative Discussion 
Minutes: Minutes for approval.   
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