
#102-26 
199 Boylston Street 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN CITY COUNCIL 
 
 
ORDERED: 
 

That the City Council, finding that the public convenience and welfare will be substantially 
served by its action, that the use of the site will be in harmony with the conditions, 
safeguards and limitations set forth in the Zoning Ordinance, and that said action will be 
without substantial detriment to the public good, and without substantially derogating from 
the intent or purpose of the Zoning Ordinance, grants approval of the following SPECIAL 
PERMIT/SITE PLAN APPROVAL to AMEND Special Permit #474-14 to allow an oversized 
secondary sign for the reasons given by the Committee, through its Chair, Councilor Andrea 
Kelley: 

 

1. The site in the Business 1 zone is an appropriate location for the sign as it will improve 
visibility of the site and support its business functions. (§7.3.3.C.1) 

2. The sign will not adversely affect the neighborhood because it will be located in an 
existing shopping center, aiding wayfinding to the site. The sign will face an existing 
parking lot and is screened from Hammond Pond and Hammond Pond Parkway by 
vegetation. (§7.3.3.C.2)  

3. The sign will not be a nuisance or serious hazard to vehicles or pedestrians because no 
changes are proposed that will adversely impact parking or circulation on the site. 
(§7.3.3.C.3) 

4. Access to the site over streets is appropriate for the types and numbers of vehicles 
involved as no changes to parking or circulation are necessary or planned with the 
installation of the sign. (§7.3.3.C.4) 

5. The nature of the use of the premises, the architecture of the building or its location 
with reference to the street is such that exceptions to the signage requirements should 
be permitted in the public interest. The site operates as a shopping center and the 
northern façade lacks identifying signage. (§5.2.13.A)  
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PETITION NUMBER:   #102-26 
 
PETITIONER:    Shops at Chestnut Hill  
 
LOCATION:    199 Boylston Street, Ward 7, Chestnut Hill, on land known 

as Section 65 Block 8 Lot 100, containing approximately 
324,691 sq. ft. of land  

 
OWNER:    Shops at Chestnut Hill 
 
ADDRESS OF OWNER:   199 Boylston Street 
     Chestnut Hill, MA 02467 
    
TO BE USED FOR:   Shopping Center 
 
RELIEF GRANTED:   To amend Special Permit #474-14 and allow an oversized 

secondary sign per § 7.3.3, § 3.1.3, § 3.1.9, and § 5.2.13.A 
 
ZONING:    Business Use 1 (BU1) 
 
This Special Permit amends prior Special Permit #474-14 governing this property. Any conditions 
in prior Special Permit #474-14 not set forth or amended in this Special Permit remain in full 
effect. 
 
Approved, subject to the following conditions: 
 
1. All buildings, parking areas, driveways, walkways, landscaping and other site features 

associated with this special permit/site plan approval shall be located and constructed 
consistent with: 

a. A site plan titled “Overall Site Plan” prepared by RJ O’Connell & Associates, Inc. 
and signed and stamped by John J. Stoy, Professional Engineer, dated February 
22, 2018. 

b. Shop Drawings, prepared by J. Whelchel and dated September 2, 2025, 
consisting of the following sheets: 

i. “Colors & Materials”, Page 2 

ii. “Elevations”, Page 4 

iii. “Section Views”, Page 5 

iv. “Electrical Requirements”, Page 6 

v. “LED Power Supply Details”, Page 7 

vi. “LED Details”, Page 8 
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2. The internally illuminated sign shall be turned off at the close of business of the last tenant 

operating within the shopping center each day and shall remain off until the start of business 
the next day. 

3. No building permit (other than a demolition permit) and unless otherwise specified shall be 
issued by the City pursuant to this Special Permit/Site Plan Approval unless all applicable 
terms and conditions have been complied with and the Petitioner has:  

a. Recorded a certified copy of this Special Permit/Site Plan Approval at the Middlesex 
South Registry of Deeds and filed proof of such recording with the City Clerk and 
submitted a copy with the building permit application. 

b. Obtained a written statement/sign off from the Planning Department that confirms the 
Building Permit plans are consistent with plans approved in Condition #1 including all 
dimensional requirements. 

4. No certificate of occupancy (temporary or final) shall be issued by the City pursuant to this 
Special Permit/Site Plan Approval unless all applicable terms and conditions have been 
complied with for the portion of the project for which occupancy is requested and the 
Petitioner has: 

a. Filed with the City Clerk, the Department of Inspectional Services, and the Department 
of Planning and Development statements by a licensed design professional that the 
signs have been installed to comply with the applicable building codes.  

b. Submitted to the Director of Planning and Development and Commissioner of 
Inspectional Services final as-built plans in paper and digital format signed and stamped 
by the sign installer. 

 


