
 

 

 
           Public Safety & Transportation Committee Report 

 
City of Newton 
In City Council 

 
Wednesday, March 4, 2026 

Present:  Councilors Lucas (Chair), Greenberg, Wright, Block, Irish, Roche and Silber 

Absent:  Councilor Golden 

Also Present:  Councilors Albright, Malakie, Oliver and Farrell 

City Staff: Josh Morse, Chief Operating Officer  

All agendas and reports, both past and present, can be found at the following link: 
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-
committees/public-safety-transportation-committee 

For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the following 
link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W4Ki37-UA0M 

#62-26  Requesting a discussion and ordinance change to the City's Overnight 
Parking Ban 
COUNCILORS LUCAS, BLOCK, SILBER, KALIS, IRISH, FARRELL, KRINTZMAN, 
WRIGHT and CHARM requesting a discussion and ordinance change to 
the City's Overnight Parking Ban. (180 days: 07/25/26) 
Public Safety & Transportation Held 6-0, Councilor Silber not voting on 
02/18/26  

Action:  Public Safety & Transportation Held 7-0  
 
Note: Mr. Morse joined the Committee. 
 
Chair Lucas stated that guests from several community groups will address the committee on 
what they would like to see changed, or not with the overnight winter parking ban. After hearing 
from the community, the committee will discuss goals, perhaps form a small working group and 
what we’d like to see out of any potential changes. 

Maren Coniglione, 39 School Street, stated that the fine for violations increased in 2014 from $5 
to $25. Newton has the 13 municipal lots; the Pearl Street lot often fills up quickly leaving 
residents without alternative parking perhaps facing a hardship. In 2020 to 2021, when the ban 
was lifted, there were no reports of increased accidents, blocked emergency vehicles, or snow 
removal failures. The ban was narrowly defeated. The overnight winter parking ban is an issue 
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affecting lots of households. People are having difficulty hosting overnight guests and waste time 
shuffling cars in tandem driveways. People most affected are intergenerational households, 
people with disabilities, residents with overnight health aids and houses that don't have parking. 
Municipal lots are often impractical for elderly or parents with young children, it is an 
inconvenience. There are no designated residential spots in the municipal lots.  Pearl Street lot 
is heavily utilized by businesses.  A lot of people have to walk distances to their cars. There are 
safety concerns including walking in the dark, on ice, snowplows and snow piles. People have to 
wake up early to move the cars, or risk fines on the weekends. There are things the city could 
do, Newton is actually one of the strictest. I would love to see a system where eligibility is 
determined if residents have a demonstrated lack of alternatives, such as no driveway. We could 
allow a winter parking permit allowing on-street parking with exemptions on main arteries or 
high-traffic roads. During snow emergencies you can't park your car in a municipal lot. Other 
towns allow residents to park in lots, perhaps designate a row for permit parking. Benefits for 
residents include fair access to on-street parking, safer, less stressful winter parking and reduce 
unnecessary driving. Perhaps it would be easy to enforce a permit program and it would help 
promote equity and resident satisfaction. The city makes no accommodations for people during 
a snow emergency. It is necessary to be equitable for residents without parking, not 
punishments.   

Terry Sauro, 44 Cook Street, Nonantum Neighborhood Association, stated that it’s a shame that 
the YES and NO Committees didn't get together 3 years ago, because we are on the same page. 
As far as getting the signatures we tried to change the docket language, but that couldn't 
happen.  The NO committee was formed because you cannot lift a city ban with no plan. It is 
unfortunate that the municipal lots cannot stay until 7:00 am. Why do we have to move cars out, 
even though it's a snow emergency? It is necessary to review each village and  see the needs of 
the village.  The streets have to be clear and have to be safe. Certain villages don't need the  
overnight winter parking ban, but you have to look at it strategically. We have to provide for 
people without parking, hardships, and healthcare providers. Who will determine this and how 
will it be determined? Who will issue  tickets? There is no access or emergency vehicle access 
with cars parked on streets. I would think when you're buying a home without a driveway, you 
would ask where you would park? Perhaps implement a trial street by street before you lift the 
ban.   
 
Doug Haslam, 26 Nonantum Place, stated that he appreciates the arguments on both sides.  
There are many people in my neighborhood without driveways. The reality is when we have lots 
of snow, despite the lack of parking, people found a way to accommodate the streets when it 
was snowing. There’s a difference between 10-20 nights, depending on how severe the winter 
is than doing it for 120 nights, and having to pay to park in a garage. The ban never made sense 
and I appreciate that we're here trying to figure out a way make a plan that works for all 
neighborhoods. Some streets are tighter than others, there's not a one-size-fits-all solution.  

Anne Goldbach, 5 Whittier Road, of the former NO ballot committee, stated that Newton's 
overnight winter parking ban has been a part of city for almost a century. In the 1930s, it was a 
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year-round ban. It changed multiple times; in 2019 it became the present ban. Since 2012, the 
issue has been reviewed 14 times. In October 2023, City Council voted 21-3 against repealing the 
ban. Before the ballot question in 2025, the National Weather Service was predicting a snowier 
winter.  The vote to repeal the ban lost by 81 votes. Moving forward, the NO and YES Committees 
determined that we would develop a comprehensive thoughtful balanced parking policy that 
reflects the needs of each of Newton's villages and neighborhoods. It is necessary to develop 
processes to approve exceptions to the parking ban. Some will be easy and some more difficult. 
There should be an easy process for the disabled and for caregivers. It should be a different 
process for people without driveways, shuffling their cars or too many vehicles for their 
driveway. How and who will handle these applications? We suggest decreasing the amount of 
snowfall necessary for declaring a snow emergency, increase the fines for violations and 
determine who will enforce the rules. Do we pay officers overtime? Do off duty officers conduct 
a detail? Do we hire civilians to issue tickets? Changes to the overnight winter parking ban should 
not have a hard deadline for next fall and we could consider a pilot program for certain 
neighborhoods or the entire city that could be renewable after this coming winter.  

Jeremy Freudberg, 102 Clark Street, of the former YES ballot committee, thanked the City Council 
for tasking this issue and recognizing what's needed is not to keep everything the same forever, 
but move ahead with a change or compromise. The ballot question was a very binary question,  
I think the councilors recognized, there are definitely shades of gray. Lessons that the YES 
campaign learned on the campaign trail is that the ban poses a hardship for a lot of people. Some 
people move out or don’t move into Newton because of the ban. For many people, it poses other 
difficulties including tandem parking, live multi-generationally, and hosting guests. The YES 
campaign also found that many people like parking in their own driveway, and have no interest 
parking on the street. One of the most important lessons is that Nonantum and other 
neighborhoods have serious parking problems, and we should do our best to address those. 
Perhaps consider the following three changes or exceptions: 1) The length of the overnight 
winter parking ban is 4 months of the year, 4 hours a night. Many councilors and others have 
raised the idea that part of why the current ban is preferable is that it does not allow for year-
round on-street parking. What is the minimum length of the ban that would achieve the same. 
2) Geographic acceptance to the ban. The committee does see this as easier than getting into 
personal exceptions. The Council can say that the overnight winter parking ban isn't necessary 
here, the streets are wide enough. Perhaps Councilors can create a list of streets in their Wards 
and pilot a trial for some relief. Staying away from difficult areas. 3) Personal exceptions 
including hardship waivers by implementing parking permits which would be simple to enforce. 
The YES committee is interested in hardship waivers. The YES and No Committees want to 
balance boosting restrictions with increased focus on areas that need significant parking 
restrictions. It is necessary to have appropriate restrictions on streets that matter. Perhaps lift 
the ban on certain streets or implement one-side parking overnight versus a permit. I hope 
Council will also work to define what exactly a bad outcome is.  

Janine Stewart, 251 Adams Street, stated that she is concerned that multiple people have 
multiple cars and park everywhere. Tickets are not issued in Nonantum as they are in Newton 
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Corner. If people are parking on the street, it makes emergency vehicle access difficult. 
Development sizes are increasing with only one parking spot. The ban cannot be lifted without 
a plan.  

Chair Lucas provided a city parking lot data map on the name, village, number of spaces and 
accessible spaces, attached. Chair Lucas stated that the Pearl Street lot has 72 parking spaces. 
There are approximately a total of 874 parking spaces in the city’s municipal lots. Mr. Morse 
added that school, park and  municipal building parking lots are not counted in the city parking 
lot data map.  It will be necessary to think about a delicate balance. Many of the municipal city 
lots are for residents, but also support local businesses especially in village centers. I want to 
look at other lots associated with parks and municipal buildings to see if there might be 
opportunities. Once we gather information, it will be necessary to get a good map out to people 
to understand what opportunities there are.  

Comments, questions, answers and suggestions: 
Councilors thanked the speakers for their thoughtful sentiments. 
Are we taking on more than we can handle for some relief? 
It is necessary to act cautiously. 
Snow emergency parking bans also create hardships and should be a different discussion. 
How would the city make visitors aware of a snow emergency? 
Perhaps it would be easier to first tackle medical waivers, which should be dependent on the    

width of the street. 
It will be necessary to regulate where hardship permits are issued. 
With cars parked on both sides during snow events, it is difficult for emergency vehicle access. 
A goal cannot be revenue positive. We can charge for permits to cover the cost. 
If parking is available, it increases rent prices and home values. Issuing permits will increase rent 

prices and home costs.  It is necessary to be equitable. 
Are there more people applying for permits than there are municipal lot spaces? 
Are there neighborhoods that don’t have adequate parking? 
As a short term goal, perhaps we could deal with snow emergencies first.  Watertown, Waltham, 

Needham and Brookline allow residents to park in municipal and school lots. Boston garages 
provide a reduced fee. Wellesley does not call a snow emergency. 

Initiate a conversation with Police Chief Cohoon about a parking permit program, and what are 
the pros and cons?  If we had electronic readers would it be doable?  

Do we want to discourage car ownership and use? 
Parking lots are not everywhere, there are many people without parking or are not in close 

walking distance. 
By reducing the requirement for parking on-site, are we creating more demand for off-site on-

street parking? 
Where are places that we have constraints? Where are places where people would like to park? 
If parking was implemented on one side of the street, all times in certain neighborhoods, would 

this cause a parking shortage? 
Road data and registration data is available through the State. 
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How are municipal lots allocated across the city?  Chair Lucas answered that they are in village 
centers and commercial areas. 

It is necessary to gather data on road widths and home counts without driveways. 
Are the municipal parking lots plowed as a priority? 
What is the percentage of the different lots used for overnight parking? Mr. Morse answered 

that he did not know, data is necessary. We have a good inventory of municipal lots parking 
spaces. Inventory does not exist for parks or municipal buildings.  

Could the cove be used during a snow emergency? Mr. Morse answered that perhaps but the 
cove is used as a hauling snow location. We will have to evaluate each lot on a case-by-case 
basis. 

If we allow parking in any lot for snow emergency, perhaps designate a free parking section.  
Please provide data on how many permits per lot versus how many spaces on utilization of the  

lots for the overnight winter parking ban.  Mr. Morse answered that he would provide. 
We should look at data realizing there will be limitations. 
Perhaps being navigable will not be our goal because there is a baseline of navigation. Balance 

is necessary. 
Residents without driveways, experiencing medical hardships and the width of roads should all 

be considered.   
It is necessary to have simple language if a revised ordinance is drafted. 
Perhaps implement a one-year trial to become effective in December 2026. 
If a trial is implemented, precinct data should be reviewed.   
Can the overnight winter parking ban prohibition hours be extended, rather than 2 am to 6 am?  
Perhaps we could exempt certain streets from the overnight parking ban. 
How many cars are parked overnight during the winter, are they being ticketed and how many     

tickets are issued? 

Mr. Freudberg stated that a one-year pilot would be a good start.  Before the election, he made 
a request to the Police Department on the number of permits issued for the municipal lots. There 
were only 160 permits out of approximately 874 parking spaces.  The department destroyed the 
records after March 31, on who was issued permits. I'm hoping that we can be on top of that 
this winter and find out who's receiving permits because it would be good to know how far 
people are willing to walk. Nonantum has the most utilized lot compared to other villages. Mr. 
Morse added that he would ensure that this years’ permit information is not destroyed. 

Councilor Roche goal list is attached. 

Goals: 
We should provide working group guidance. 
We should be clear with goals in order to evaluate what solutions are against the goals. 
Reduce parking around colleges to deter student parking. 
How can we make Newton a more navigable city. 
Discourage long term storage. 
Facilitate street cleaning. 



Public Safety & Transportation Committee Report 
Wednesday, March 4, 2026 

Page 6 

 

Define a set of use cases.  
 
Working Group 
Council members discussed creating a small working group. We shouldn’t expect the working 
group to come up with a bunch of solutions because it is complex. Chair Lucas stated that in the 
future the Committee will discuss the composition of the working group.  

Chair Lucas asked Council members to forward questions and goals to him. 

A letter and winter ban initiative material was received from Councilor Farrell, attached.   

Councilor Roche made a motion to hold.  Council members agreed 7-0. 
 
The committee adjourned at 8:49 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Tarik Lucas, Chair   



#62-26



Proposed parking ban goals        Councilor Roche 03/04/26 
 

 Allows adequate emergency vehicle access — including 
when snow clearing narrows the roadway 

 Discourages car ownership and use, particularly by area 
college/university students 

 Is revenue-neutral or -positive 
 Promotes climate action 
 Is simple to administer and enforce 
 Allows other uses, like bike lanes, where indicated 
 Sensitive to neighborhood diƯerences in land use and 

legacy parking patterns 
 Is at least partially implemented by next winter’s ban 

season 
 Reflects opportuniƟes to park during a snow emergency 
 Defines and addresses hardships 
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TO: Public Safety & Transportation  Committee 
(Councilors Lucas, Block, Greenberg, Wright, Irish,  Roche, Golden and Silber) 
FROM: Councilor Stephen Farrell 
Wednesday, March 4, 2026 
SUBJ: Discussion of Overnight Parking  Ban 
 
#62-26  Requesting a discussion and ordinance change to the City's Overnight Parking Ban 
COUNCILORS LUCAS, BLOCK, SILBER, KALIS, IRISH, FARRELL, KRINTZMAN, WRIGHT and CHARM 
requesting a discussion and ordinance change to the City's Overnight Parking Ban. (180 days: 
07/25/26) Public Safety & Transportation Held 6-0, Councilor Silber not voting on 2/18/26 
 
Text of Ballot Question: 
 
Shall the following measure which was proposed by an initiative petition addressed to the City 
Council take effect? 
 
Repeal Section 19-174(b) of the Revised Ordinances of 2017, commonly known as the winter 
overnight parking ban, which states: “From December 1st through March 31st, it shall be unlawful 
for any vehicle, other than one acting in an emergency, to be parked on any street, way, highway, 
road parkway, or private way dedicated or open to the use of the public for a period of time longer 
than one hour between the hours of 2:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m.”  
 
SOME THOUGHTS: 
 

1. This Initiative Petition resulted in the largest “Public Hearing” on a single issue in recent 
times.  (Override/Voted 2013: 20,027.  Overnight Parking/Voted 2025: 23,142.) (See attached 
spreadsheet.) 

 
2. While the language centered on the “winter overnight parking ban,” it is reasonable to 

understand this vote as a general concern about parking in Newton.  The overwhelming 
majority of the 23,142 voters are not aƯected by the Overnight Parking Ban (they either have 
garages or on-sire parking), but they are definitely aƯected by general city parking concerns. 
 

a. More residents voted on this Initiative than voted for all mayoral candidates.  
Residents read about and discussed the issue to such an extent that it produced a 
huge turnout. 

b. The vote on this issue, Pro and Con, was extraordinarily uniform across the city. 
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c. There are not enough residents without parking that could have caused such a huge 
turnout. 

d. The overwhelming issue is “general parking” across the city. 
 

3. There is absolutely a need for a clear and comprehensive Emergency Parking Ordinance, as 
evidenced by the 2026 snowstorms.  
 

4. There is  absolutely a need for a clear and comprehensive General Parking Ordinance, based 
on city-wide needs modified by local (Village Center, Ward, site-specific, ?) requirements. 
 

5. These 2 issues are very separate and distinct and should not be conflated. 
 

6. Creating an Emergency Parking Ordinance should be relatively straight-forward. 
 

7. Creating a General Parking Ordinance, addressing local areas, will be less straight-forward. 
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WNTER PARKING BAN INITIATIVE: NOVEMBER 4, 2025

WD/PCT 1/1 1/2 1/3 1/4 2/1 2/2 2/3 2/4 3/1 3/2

YES 284 371 385 291 362 296 443 474 369 358
NO 340 312 306 422 370 325 380 461 410 369

TOTAL VOTES 624 683 691 713 732 621 823 935 779 727

Blanks

TOTALS

% Voted 96% 95% 97% 97% 97% 96% 96% 95% 97% 95%

Regis 2,025 1,959 1,881 1,983 1,957 1,390 2,129 2,199 1,960 2,027
Voted 651 718 709 737 754 646 860 980 802 767

% Voted 32% 37% 38% 37% 39% 46% 40% 45% 41% 38%

Mayoral
Cecchinelli
Laredo
Wrtie-ins

TOTAL VOTES

Blanks

TOTAL
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3/3 3/4 4/1 4/2 4/3 4/4 5/1 5/2 5/3 5/4 6/1 6/2

327 384 322 372 256 304 330 460 487 412 346 402
440 382 367 307 280 400 305 284 426 432 302 344

767 766 689 679 536 704 635 744 913 844 648 746

97% 97% 95% 93% 97% 97% 96% 95% 95% 97% 96% 95%

2,074 1,982 1,910 1,699 1,470 1,887 1,927 2,043 2,156 2,083 1,986 1,875
794 792 729 729 551 726 662 784 957 872 676 782

38% 40% 38% 43% 37% 38% 34% 38% 44% 42% 34% 42%
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6/3 6/4 7/1 7/2 7/3 7/4 8/1 8/2 8/3 8/4 TOTAL

467 548 205 408 71 172 256 234 341 295 11,032
387 453 246 425 129 253 310 294 345 307 11,113

854 1001 451 833 200 425 566 528 686 602 22,145

997

23,142

96% 96% 94% 97% 93% 95% 94% 95% 95% 93% 96%

2,065 2,161 1,781 2,114 611 1,000 1,983 1,957 2,065 1,982 60,321
886 1,048 482 860 214 448 602 555 723 646 23,142

43% 48% 27% 41% 35% 45% 30% 28% 35% 33% 38%

3,111
17,833

240

21,184

1,958

23,142
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38%
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