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Mayor Marc Laredo

Thursday, March 12, 2026

(Photo: With Baharan MacLean and City Councilor Cyrus Dahmubed --who
had just attended the Holi celebration -- learning about the Sofreye Haft-
Seen at the Newton Free Library Nowruz event celebrating the Persian New
Year on Sunday afternoon. The event was co-sponsored by Bagche, a non-
religious and non-political nonprofit in Newton that offers Farsi lessons and
teaches about Persian culture.)

Dear Friends,

(Photo: So much - and color! - with Newton families at the Holi celebration.)
It was a wonderful spring weekend of renewal.

On Sunday evening, | joined Newton neighbors and other guests at the
Islamic Center of Boston in Wayland for a community Outreach Iftar. Earlier
that day, | attended a joyful Holi celebration at Newton City Hall, followed by

a visit to the Newton Free Library for a Nowruz event to celebrate the start of
spring and the Persian New Year.

In this update I'll focus on:


https://www.bagche.org/

e Adams Street Tradition
e Washington Street Pilot
e Emergency Preparedness

In the Tradition of Adams Street - Red, White, Green Lines Will Be Back

When the red, white and green
Italian flag street line markings
were abruptly removed from
Adams Street in Nonantum last
summer, many of us were
disappointed.

One of my first priorities after |
was sworn in as Mayor was to
take a fresh look at this
challenge.

Thanks to the collaboration and
ingenuity of our Newton Department of Public Works Commissioner Shawna
Sullivan and Transportation Director Ned Codd, we found a path forward.

I’'m excited to announce thatin recognition of a nearly century-old Newton
tradition, as soon as weather permits, we will repaint red and green stripes
on either side of a white reflective stripe to symbolize the Italian flag.

Previously, while parking was allowed on certain sections of Adams

Street, there was no designated parking lane, so the entire width of the road
from curb to curb was the “traveled way” for purposes of determining
whether a double yellow line was recommended under federal safety
standards.

Earlier this week, DPW crews painted lines marking the parking spaces on
either side of the road, creating new parking lanes. This change in conditions
narrowed the traveled way of the road. Therefore a double yellow line was no




longer necessary and only a white reflective strip in the center of the road
was required.

As soon as weather permits, DPW contractors will paint red and green
stripes on either side of the white reflective stripe, thereby restoring Adams
Street to the way we remember it.

We look forward to celebrating upcoming community eventsin Nonantum,
including the Memorial Day 250th Anniversary Salute to Service parade on
Sunday, May 17, Nonantum Village Day in June, andthe 91st Annual Saint
Mary of Carmen Society Annual Italian-American Festival in July, with the
colors of the Italian flag on proud display on Adams Street.

Washington Street Pilot

As we’ve traveled around the city on our Laredo Listens tour, we've heard a
lot of opinions about the changes made last summer along Washington
Street - both praise and disdain.

| like some aspects,
particularly the protected
bike lanes, and | find other
aspects puzzling (think giant
planters).

| also am quite concerned
about any pilot where there
is no plan to fund
permanent improvements.

We are currently working

with our traffic engineers to
develop updated concepts
that we can afford and reflect the feedback we’re hearing.
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Once those concepts are developed, we’ll be back to get your views on them
before moving forward to make anything permanent.

Preparing for Emergencies

We know that emergencies are inevitable. That's why we are continually
training and making sure we have thought through and prepared for all kinds
of scenarios.

This afternoon many of us from across different departments joined first
responders from the Newton Fire and Police Departments for a training
session with representatives from the Massachusetts Emergency
Management Agency (MEMA) at our Emergency Operations Center (EOC)
at Fire Department Headquarters in Newton Centre.

This course is specifically designed for elected officials, department heads,
and senior leadership and focuses on how executive leadership supports




incident command during
emergencies —resource
allocation,
interdepartmental
coordination, and decision-
making during complex
incidents.

We discussed different
scenarios that provided
valuable context for how
the EOC, Incident
Command, and the City
Hall team can work and communicate effectively during serious weather
events, and other large-scale emergencies.

Thanks to Fire Chief Greg Gentile who leads the City’s Emergency
Management team for setting this up.

_& Spotlight On

Welcome to the Cooper Center

Taryn Helsmoortel laughs at the suggestion, but to the hundreds of people
who walk in the doors every day, she is indeed the warm face of the Cooper
Center.

As the Cooper Center Concierge, Taryn’s desk is right up front where she’s
ready when the doors open at 7 a.m. to answer questions, direct people to
their class or program, the walking track, the ping pong or pool tables, and
other amenities.

“I love to make people feel like they’re welcome into this space,” she said.

The beginner tai chi class is especially popular now, she said, and lately,
there are a lot of questions about the Cooper Café that will be opening in the
coming weeks.

The most frequent inquiry? “Parking stickers,” she said, referring to the
stickers that allow residents over 65 to park for free parking in the City’s
municipal lots. Interested in getting one? You can ask Taryn next time you're
at the Cooper Center, or click here for more information.

Taryn, thank you for helping to make the Cooper Center a welcoming place
for everyone who enters.



https://www.newtonma.gov/government/seniors/general-services/senior-parking-sticker

Have a book or movie on hold at the Newton
Free Library but can't get there to pick it up while
the library is open?

No problem.

The Library has a way for all of us to pick up
holds 24 hours a day, seven days a week. The
“hold lockers” are located by the 330 Homer
Street entrance.

Click here for more information. (Note, video
games, museum passes and items from the “Library of Things” are not
available through the new locker system.)

Tonight at Lincoln-Eliot Elementary: Laredo Listens

Tonight at 7 is our last in-person stop on our first Laredo Listens tour. We'll
be at the Newton Community Stage at the Lincoln-Eliot Elementary School.

We also have a virtual listening session on Thursday, March 26. Click here
to register.



https://newtonfreelibrary.net/services/services/lockers/
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/parks-recreation-culture/cultural-development/events-fairs-and-festivals/newton-community-stage-schedule
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/meeting/register/719bf-p9RGq1CSfnGe9nEw#/registration

While the winter listening tour is winding down, I'm still all ears.

(Photo: Visiting, clockwise
from top left, DePasquale's
Sausage Shop, Greentail
Table, Icing on the Cake and
Little L Bakery.)

Last Friday, | joined our
Economic Development
team, Director Lauren
Berman and Deputy Director
Cheryl Lappin, on a visit to
several businesses in
Nonantum including Icing on
the Cake, DePasquale’s
Sausage Company, Little L
Bakery, Greentail Table, Mike
& Patty’s @Flourhouse, and
the Nonantum Press Room.

Next on the list? A few of our new Newton restaurants, including Amarin of
Thailand in Newtonville, Formosa Bun and Dumpling Factory in Newton
Centre, and soon to open The Halal Guys and Wonder, both on Needham
Street.

See you around the City.

Mayor Marc

Applications are now open for Newton Community
Farm's Summer High School Field Crew Internship
Program. Interns gain hand-on experience with all
kinds of farm work including planting, harvesting,
and packing produce while learning about our
greater food system. The internship lasts 4 weeks,
working on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday
mornings. Learn more and apply at the Farm’s
website here.

BOSTON MARATHON

GIOING Today is #BostonMarathonGivingDay — a perfect time to
DAY consider making a donation to one of the 45 Team Newton
MARCH 12, 2026 runners raising money for nonprofits that have a direct
W connection to our city. View Team Newton here.



https://www.newtoncommunityfarm.org/
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/mayor-fuller/team-newton-2021

Your old sneakers can help Firefighter Joey Yerardi
raise money for the Newton Firefighter’s Children’s
Fund, a non-profit dedicated to supporting the children
of fallen firefighters. It's easy, just drop used sneakers
at the drop-box at Newton Fire Station #2 at the corner
of Washington Street and Commonwealth Avenue.
Firefighter Yerardi is partnering with GotSneakers
which will recycle and reuse the donated sneakers —
and provide up to $7 a pair to the charity.

Join Story Starters for a cozy, interactive story time for
infants to 4-year-olds on Saturday, March 21 at the
Newton Free Library Children’s Room from 10:30 to 11
a.m. Families of all kinds are welcome. Click here for
more information.

story starters

The Revolutionary era will come alive on the
grounds of the Durant-Kenrick House, 286
Waverly Ave., on Saturday, March 28 from 10

1776 2026 a.m. to 4 p.m. as Historic Newton celebrates

the 250t Anniversary of the signing of the

Declaration of Independence. Join reenactors, drink Patriot and Loyalist
era tea, do hands-on crafts, participate in a scavenger hunt and more. Click
here for more information about this free, family-friendly event.

REVOLUTIONARY

TIGER TRACKS The Newton North Athletic Boosters are excited to
kick off their spring fundraiser, Tiger Tracks. Sign up
to have a Tiger Paw painted on your driveway by a
NNHS student athlete. Each Paw is $25 and a Pack
ki FITPYE  Track (3 paws) is $50. Click here for more

SUPPORT NEWTON NORTH

ATHLETIC BOOSTERS information.

newton Newton Community Education (NCE) is already

» H planning next year's kids' clubs—and they want
(:(()lmm.un[ty your input. What activities would your child love to
C ucatlon join? Coding? Cooking? Chess? Sports? Art?
Complete NCE's quick Family Preference
Survey and help them build programs that reflect your kid's interests. Click
here to take the survey and share your feedback.

Ready to learn some easy dance steps to great
country tunes? Sign up for the Parks & Recreation
new Line Dancing class for adults 55+. The class
will meet at the Cooper Center on Mondays from
7:30 to 8:30 starting on Monday, April 13. Click here
for more information and to register.



https://nfdchildrensfund.com/
https://nfdchildrensfund.com/
https://gotsneakers.com/fundraiser-program/
https://newtonfreelibrary.libcal.com/event/16398439
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/historic-newton/events/revolutionary-newton
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfpnENV9NMnUDRrDTT_S-Ism7Rz2dbie4kn1lEeg-pWryT6Tw/viewform
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSeXpeiDa7BQmcCBMFlydlerI-oqBw6f9wwhTMLrNmoFyDVqgg%2Fviewform&data=05%7C02%7Ceishkanian%40newtonma.gov%7Cffcc6bb62b3e4d5fe31908de7a42c649%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C639082624373799756%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=N2nXomm%2FXuN3xfIOvFK3MXO2VT8CcPQO1pgwpyYus6k%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSeXpeiDa7BQmcCBMFlydlerI-oqBw6f9wwhTMLrNmoFyDVqgg%2Fviewform&data=05%7C02%7Ceishkanian%40newtonma.gov%7Cffcc6bb62b3e4d5fe31908de7a42c649%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C639082624373799756%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=N2nXomm%2FXuN3xfIOvFK3MXO2VT8CcPQO1pgwpyYus6k%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSeXpeiDa7BQmcCBMFlydlerI-oqBw6f9wwhTMLrNmoFyDVqgg%2Fviewform&data=05%7C02%7Ceishkanian%40newtonma.gov%7Cffcc6bb62b3e4d5fe31908de7a42c649%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C639082624373816829%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3cVEY%2BiNtBfv435o28orYqALblIququRO4r6HtLYr90%3D&reserved=0
https://newtonma.myrec.com/info/activities/program_details.aspx?ProgramID=30635
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