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The location of this meeting is accessible, and reasonable accommodation will be provided to persons with 
disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the city of Newton’s 
ADA Coordinator at least two business days in advance of the meeting: ADACoordinator@newtonma.gov or 617-
796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the Telecommunication Relay Service (TRS), dial 711.  
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Conservation Commission 
REVISED AGENDA 

March 19, 2026 
 

Location:  Zoom. This meeting will be a virtual meeting.  
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/84584869515 or +13126266799,,84584869515#  

Time:  7:00 pm 
NOTE: The Chair may take items out of order and may limit discussion 
NOTE: Packets and full applications are available on the Commission’s website. 

 

WETLANDS DECISIONS 

1) Nahanton St. – Notice of Intent – Installation of sidewalk along the north of the street 
from Wells Ave to Dedham Street -- DEP file # 239-1009 (estimated start 7:00, estimated 
duration: 20 minutes) 
Owner/Applicant: City of Newton, DPW 
Request: Continue to 4/16/2026 
Proposed project summary: Install approximately 4,900 lf (24,500 sf) of five-foot-wide 

pedestrian walkway on the north side of Nahanton Street (1,325 lf, 6,625 sf) within 
Riverfront Area and buffer zone).  

Documents in packets: Project location map, relevant civil site plan sheets highlighted 
Additional documents presented at the meeting: street views 
Jurisdiction and Performance Standards:  

• Riverfront Area (10.58) – not applicable if this is considered a “Limited Project” 
• Buffer Zone (10.53) 
• “Limited Project” in Riverfront Area: 10.53(6) Notwithstanding the provisions of 310 

CMR 10.58, the Issuing Authority may issue an Order of Conditions permitting as a 
limited project the construction, rehabilitation, and maintenance of footpaths, 
bikepaths, and other pedestrian or nonmotorized vehicle access to or along 

mailto:ADACoordinator@newtonma.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewtonma-gov.zoom.us%2Fj%2F84584869515&data=05%7C02%7Cjsteel%40newtonma.gov%7C596f37ed0fb74c0d760b08de80878ba6%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C639089516802108519%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aw%2FT7pJfWF%2BRPYpH20TBY7L8JMUxCk65t8aqna%2FGoJg%3D&reserved=0
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/planning/conservation-office
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riverfront areas but outside other resource areas, provided that adverse impacts 
from the work are minimized and that the design specifications are commensurate 
with the projected use and are compatible with the character of the riverfront area. 

• Stormwater Standards (10.05) – see Staff Notes, below 
• Note: DPW implements the City’s Stormwater Management and Erosion Control 

Ordinance and Regulations 
Staff Recommendations: Vote to continue the hearing to 4/16/2026 

2) 171 Concord St. – Request for Certificate of Compliance – addition to single-family house -- 
DEP file # 239-556 (estimated start 7:20, estimated duration: 5 minutes) 
Owner: Kevin O'Flaherty 
Request: Issue a complete COC 
Project summary: addition to a single-family house 
Documents in packets: As-built site plan 
Additional documents presented at the meeting: Site photos 
Jurisdiction: Riverfront Area (Charles River) 
Staff Notes: 

• This 2007 addition was constructed largely according to the approved plan (the rear 
deck was slightly reconfigured and enlarged).  

• 5 blueberry and holly bushes were required; 8 rhododendron and viburnum were 
installed and appear to be doing well. 

• The site is in very good and stable condition. 
• All requisite documentation has been received and filed. 

Staff Recommendation: Vote to issue a complete Certificate of Compliance. 

3) 160 Pine Street – Request for Certificate of Compliance – reconstruction of a retaining wall 
-- DEP file # 239-898 (estimated start 7:25, estimated duration: 5 minutes) 
Applicant: David Altman 
Request: Issue a complete COC 
Project summary: Replacement of a timber retaining wall with a masonry wall.  
Documents in packets: Approved site plan 
Additional documents presented at the meeting: Site photos 
Jurisdiction: Buffer Zone to an intermittent stream (Brunnen Brook)  
Staff Notes: 

• The Order of conditions was for full replacement of a timber retaining wall with a 
masonry wall, but the condo association decided to undertake repair of the timber 
wall, instead.  

• Trees were not damaged and the site is stable and unaltered. 
Staff Recommendation: Vote to issue a complete Certificate of Compliance. 
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4) 160 Pine Street – Request for Certificate of Compliance – installation of a fence -- DEP file 
# 239-349 (estimated start 7:30, estimated duration: 5 minutes) 
Representative: David Altman 
Request: Issue a complete COC 
Project summary: Installation of a privacy fence along Brunnen Brook.  
Documents in packets: Approved site plan 
Additional documents presented at the meeting: Site photos 
Jurisdiction: Buffer Zone to an intermittent stream (Brunnen Brook)  
Staff Notes: 

• In researching the file for the previous agenda item, staff found this 1988 Order of 
Conditions.  

• The fence is in place and the site is stable. 
Staff Recommendation: Vote to issue a complete Certificate of Compliance to close out this 
old file. 

OTHER DECISIONS  

5) Tree replacement guidelines (estimated start 7:35, estimated duration: 10 minutes) 
Documents in packets: Current Tree Replacement Guidelines (highlighted) 
Staff Notes:  

• The City’s Tree Ordinance requires applicants to identify and address trees 6” dbh or 
greater. Would there be merit in revising our guidance to mesh with the City’s 
ordinance in that regard? 

6) RDA for DPW road, water, sewer, and stormwater maintenance (estimated start 7:45, 
estimated duration: 5 minutes) 
Documents in packets: Draft document describing tiers of permitting requirements  
Staff Notes: Staff continue to revise materials and will provide a formal recommendation in 
the future 

7) Minutes to be approved (estimated start 7:50, estimated duration: 5 minutes) 
Documents in packets: Draft 2/26/2026 minutes reviewed by Dan Green. 
Vote to approve the 2/26/2026 minutes.  
Who will volunteer to approve the 1/19/2026 minutes.  

UPDATES  (estimated start 8:05, estimated duration: 10 minutes) 

• ACROSS trail loops 
• Encroachments and Wetlands Violations 
• Commissioner engagement opportunities 

o MACC Lunch and Learn 
o Land Steward Program 
o Office tour 
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o Tuesday with Mitchell Lunin 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

NOT REASONABLY ANTICIPATED 48-HOURS BEFORE THE MEETING 

ADJOURNMENT (estimated time 8:15) 
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