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(Photo: Swearing in Newton Police Chief Timothy V. Cohoon as his wife,
Tanya and daughters Isabella and Francesca look on.)

Dear Friends,

Yesterday | had the honor of swearing in our new Newton Police Chief
Timothy V. Cohoon in the War Memorial Auditorium at City Hall. It was a
packed house overflowing with family, friends, elected officials, City Hall
employees, members of the Newton Police Department and law enforcement
representatives from our neighboring communities and all across New
England.

(Photo: Five Newton Police Chiefs, clockwise, Chief Howard Mintz, Chief
David McDonald, Chief George McMains, Chief John Carmichael, Chief




Timothy Cohoon.)

It was a joyous tribute to Chief Cohoon and
his 30 years of experience as a police officer,
detective, and chief of the Braintree Police
Department prior to his coming to Newton.

Chief Cohoon has my confidence and full
support as he takes on leadership of our
excellent, well trained department.

Click below to see an excerpt of Chief Cohoon's first speech to the
community and click here to watch the entire ceremony on NewTV.

In this update I'll focus on:

o 250th Anniversary Salute to Service Parade
» Storefront Vacancy Map
e Newton Centre Plaza Pilot

A New Date for Our Annual Parade

Mark Sunday, May 17 on your calendars for the 250" Anniversary Salute to
Service Parade.

Newton’s annual parade is usually held on Memorial Day weekend. This
year, we moved the date a week ahead to Armed Services Weekend. We are
excited to share that this year’s parade will celebrate the 250th anniversary
of the signing of the Declaration of Independence and include additional
features, floats, and new traditions.

We will continue as a city to honor and remember those who have lost their
lives in service to our country at solemn services over Memorial Day
Weekend on Sunday, May 24 and Monday, May 25.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mmXxRurJxmw
https://vimeo.com/1170764520?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
https://vimeo.com/1170764520?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci

The 250t Anniversary Salute to Service Parade will begin at 3 p.m. from City
Hall, proceed down Walnut Street through Newtonville, go right on
Washington Street and then left onto Adams Street before ending at Coletti-
Magni Park in Nonantum.

We want this to be a huge celebration. We are encouraging youth groups,
schools, and community organizations to participate by marching or creating
floats. Our hope is to expand community involvement while continuing to
honor those who have served. Looking to march or get involved in some
other way? Reach out to Charnel Luc at cluc@newtonma.gov.

Vacant Storefront Map

Vacant storefronts, particularly in our village centers, are obvious to us all
and something our Economic Development team is looking at with a fresh
eye.
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They are now touring
properties, meeting with
owners, and exploring
opportunities for bringing
new life to these spaces. I'm
excited about some of the ideas they're discussing.
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They are also keeping the community updated with a newsletter. The first
edition is coming out soon. Sign up for the Economic Development
Newsletter here.

Newton Centre Plaza Pilot

We’'re hearing a lot of different opinions from residents and businesses about
the Newton Centre Plaza Pilot project installed in the Newton Centre parking
lot (triangle) last summer.

The idea of a gathering place for people to order take-out and eat outside,
meet friends, play games and just relax in Newton Centre is great. The idea
of taking up parking spaces in close proximity to many businesses may not
be.

The City Council this past Monday voted to maintain the pilot into the fall,
ending on Oct. 31.



mailto:cluc@newtonma.gov
http://www.newtonma.gov/VacantStorefrontMap
http://www.newtonma.gov/VacantStorefrontMap
http://www.newtonma.gov/VacantStorefrontMap
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/Lasl1iQ/EcDev?mode=preview&source_id=796bbf00-01fd-48b2-855b-99bb80bae7aa&source_type=em&c=&source_id=d1e3df8a-f3c1-4ced-8bb5-9f144a935d30&source_type=em&c=

This gives us time to work with the Parks and
Recreation Commission to come up with a
new plan to recreate a version of the plaza on
the Newton Centre Green along Centre Street
and next to the parking lot that will be fully
ADA accessible while protecting the grass and
trees.

For more information read the letter to the City
Council from Chief Operating Officer Josh
Morse and Chief Community Services Officer
John Rice about our preliminary plans here.

I'm Listening

I've made seven stops along the Laredo Listens tour across Newton'’s eight
wards, with one more in-person event next Thursday, March 12 in Ward 1 at
Lincoln-Eliot Elementary School, and a virtual zoom meeting on Thursday,
March 26 left on our winter schedule.

(Photo: Connecting with
residents at 1294 Centre
Street this past Sunday
afternoon.)

If you can't make our first
round of Laredo Listens
sessions, know that we'll
be back on future tours.
It's been terrific hearing
directly from hundreds of
Newtonians over the past
eight weeks.

We’'re taking it all in, working closely with city staff and City Councilors to
gather information and set goals. More to come.

See you at 7 p.m. next Thursday, March 14 at Lincoln-Eliot or RSVP here for
our virtual session on Thursday March 26 at 7 p.m.

_& Spotlight On

Newton North Baseball Team Shows Its Shoveling Mettle



https://www.newtonma.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/136525/639080387536370000
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/meeting/register/719bf-p9RGq1CSfnGe9nEw#/registration

There was two feet of snow already on the ground and another foot and a
half falling. For many of us the thought of more shoveling was daunting, if not
impossible.

(Photo, from left, Zahgros
Tanner, Jacob Antonellis,
Leandro Perez, and Kayhan
Tanner.)

That's where the Newton North
High School Baseball team
stepped in.

Led by Tigers team Co-
Captains Zahgros Tanner and
Matheus Avelino, with the help
of teammate Logan Kelton’s
mom Lauren Hohler, 30 players divided into six teams and scattered across
the city shoveling out driveways, walks and sidewalks.

Fifty hours and roughly 50 houses later, the team had raised approximately
$4,800 in donations, enough to purchase a pitching machine for the team to
use this spring, and for many springs to come.

Every time it snows we get emails from people asking for help shoveling their
driveway. Bravo to the NNHS Baseball team for answering the call — and
using the donations earned for a great cause.

Report Potholes to Newton’s 311 System for Repair

It's freezing outside, and then it’s in the 40s and 50s. There’s snow and ice
and then it'’s raining. It's quintessential New England weather, and a perfect
recipe for potholes.

Already, DPW crews have
filled in more than 850
potholes since Jan. 1.

We can all do our part. When
you see a pothole, report it
through our 311 system so we
can get it repaired. If we know
about the pothole, we will get
it fixed.

The fastest way to make a report (which can be done anonymously) is to
download the Newton MA 311 app. Newton’s 311 system can also be




accessed on a computer through the City’s website here, or call customer
service at 617-796-1000 (you can leave a message if calling on weekends or
after hours). Please provide a very specific location/address so our crews
can find the pothole.

We Can Now Pay Property Tax and Water/Sewer Bills Online

We can now receive bills directly by email through the City’s secure online
payment portal — and pay them online, making paying bills easier, faster,
more convenient, and greener.

Signing up to pay online is easy. Click below to see City Treasurer Ron
Mendes demonstrate the process.

thelaunch-of Ebilling:.

\

| am weary of the winter and looking forward to the spring. Thankfully, we're
starting to come out of hibernation. It's been great to hear of community
gatherings for Purim this past week, I'm looking forward to attending a Holi
event at City Hall on Sunday (see more information below), and I'll be
breaking fast with our Muslim neighbors at two iftars in the days ahead
during Ramadan.

Finally, looking forward to 'springing ahead' this weekend and we change our
clocks. It's a step in the right direction!

See you around the City.

Mayor Marc



https://user.govoutreach.com/newtoncityma/support.php?cmd=shell
https://epay.cityhallsystems.com/
https://epay.cityhallsystems.com/
https://vimeo.com/1168599481
https://vimeo.com/1168599481

“gw TON' Apply Now to be a Summer Lifeguard

Newton Parks & Recreation is currently accepting
Lifeguard applications for Gath Pool & Crystal Lake.
'LI P Parks & Recreation provides rigorous training and
PEG‘IJI\-B competitive pay for the lifeguard staff.

Requirements:

e Minimum age of 16 by the start of the summer season

» Hold a certification in American Red Cross Lifeguarding, First Aid and
CPR/AED

 Ability to work flexible shifts from mid-June to the end of August

e Must demonstrate a high level of professionalism and be able to make
sound decisions during emergency situations

e Work as part of a team to provide excellent service to our customers

Interested? Click here. We encourage you to apply soon as spots can be
limited.

Summer is almost here—have you secured
your child’s summer plans? Newton
Community Education offers weekly summer
(:dUCElﬁOﬂ camps from June 29 to August 21 with full-

; and half-day options, including sports, STEM,

creative arts, and a 5-week theater camp.

Click here for details. NCE is also offering April Vacation programs April 21—
24 at Angier Elementary School, with engaging options like chess,

basketball, drawing, and more. Spots are limited, and scholarships are
available. Click here for more information.

newion
community

Hear from some incredible Newton
women, enjoy festive cultural
performances and participate in the
joyous celebration of Holi with vibrant

colors at Newton Holi and
WOMENS DAY International Women’s Day, Sunday,
Newton City Hall March 8 from noon to 1 p.m. at City

March 8“‘ 12pm-1pm Hall. Click here for more information.

The Cabot Dog Park at the intersection of Newtonville Avenue and East
Side Parkway will be closed for three days next week from Monday, March
9 through Wednesday March 11 while the city’s Engineering Department
works with a contractor to install 4 wells and equipment to perform testing
and monitoring. The park will reopen on Thursday March 12. For further
information contact 617-796-1020.

Join Newton Police Officers for coffee and conversation at 9 a.m. on
Tuesday, March 10 at the Shops at Chestnut Hill (a.k.a. the Chestnut Hill
Mall ) by the Frank Pepe’s entrance.



https://www.newtonma.gov/government/parks-recreation-culture/aquatics/employment
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewtoncommunityed.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ceishkanian%40newtonma.gov%7Cffcc6bb62b3e4d5fe31908de7a42c649%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C639082624373747039%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dI1J03hhYvHfuHuDRxhB00nJgqpv2tt0tTwl%2BPV922s%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewtoncommunityed.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ceishkanian%40newtonma.gov%7Cffcc6bb62b3e4d5fe31908de7a42c649%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C639082624373747039%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dI1J03hhYvHfuHuDRxhB00nJgqpv2tt0tTwl%2BPV922s%3D&reserved=0
https://newtoncommunityed.org/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewtoncommunityed.asapconnected.com%2F%23CourseGroupID%3D65190&data=05%7C02%7Ceishkanian%40newtonma.gov%7Cffcc6bb62b3e4d5fe31908de7a42c649%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C639082624373764879%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SIiB%2BLKKBawA5BBbS3XWkivhnaT0wN929N1Q%2F%2BAUi5E%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewtoncommunityed.org%2Ffinancial-assistance%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ceishkanian%40newtonma.gov%7Cffcc6bb62b3e4d5fe31908de7a42c649%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C639082624373782452%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=THg1%2BUfO1rzvYMCI0R9wR5hUSMuvUbPVQS9FxJrgs9g%3D&reserved=0
https://newtoncommunityed.org/
https://ournewton.org/event/newton-holi-and-international-womens-day/
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Join the Newton Garden Buds on Friday, March 13 and/or
Saturday, March 21 for community “Pruning Days.” Pruning
on both days will be 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Meet at the top two of the
%‘:ﬂ“ﬂ ” three islands at Highland Avenue and Forest Street to prune
the Limelight Hydrangeas. And don’t forget gloves and pruning
D shears.

Calling all brainiacs! The Newton
RIVIA NIGHT Schools Foundation Trivia Night to
support the Newton Public Schools is
on Friday, March 13 from 7 to 10:30
p.m. at the American Legion Nonantum Post 440. Find more information, and
register here.

TO BENEFIT NEWTON"SCHOOLS FOUNDATION

The Rotary Club of Newton is again
Rotar sponsoring a rising sophomore to attend the
Rotary Youth Leadership Awards this
EJ;EEMELTE@ I summer at Fitchburg State University. Learn
more here. The nomination deadline is
Saturday, March 14. Questions? Send an email to
rotarynewtonma@gmail.com, attention Gayemarie Brown/Lindsay Sanjurjo
RYLA.

The Newton Piano Summit is on Saturdays &
MQHAE!‘ANQSSZQM Sundays March 14,15, 21, 22 from 3:00 - 5:00

SECOND CHURCH N NEWTON J s:rﬁ-,v
FREE ADMISSION N aeLe PaRiRG o

p.m. at the Second Church in Newton. Click
here for a full schedule of performers.

\ \ 1/ / The Centre Street Food Pantry is celebrating 15
N\ / years of caring in our community. Join them for an
- ".m _— evening to celebrate all who have been a part of the
— Centre Street journey on Thursday, March 19 at 6:30 p.m. The
/ f?ﬁﬂiﬁﬁt‘,:&tw evening is sponsored by Bar ‘Cino and Papa Razzi,
and hosted by Papa Razzi. Click here for more

/// I \\ information and to join the celebration.

The draft Building Emissions Reduction and Disclosure Ordinance (BERDO)
regulations are now available for review and public comments here. (Review
the Newton BERDO website for more background information about
BERDO.) Regulations were created by city staff, with input from the BERDO
Advisory Commission. These regulations explain the process of reporting
energy use and emissions, following compliance rules, and meeting



https://newtonschoolsfoundation.org/trivia-night/
https://ryla7910.org/
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https://next-arts.org/
https://www.centrestfoodpantry.org/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newtonma.gov%2Fhome%2Fshowdocument%3Fid%3D136547%26t%3D639081283882155150&data=05%7C02%7Ceishkanian%40newtonma.gov%7Cb9bffb0e589a4d36912208de79623530%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C639081659870361665%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hyixkw9J58jOWiFBfycPZzhZWATGV5mmjdEVk3Ty0A0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newtonma.gov%2Fgovernment%2Fclimate-and-sustainability%2Fbuilding-emissions-reduction-and-disclosure-ordinance&data=05%7C02%7Ceishkanian%40newtonma.gov%7Cb9bffb0e589a4d36912208de79623530%7C2a3929e0ccb54fb381402e2562c90e96%7C0%7C0%7C639081659870390977%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=he6IR1VLwTMZ9o9GtRxD8bCnSLqk%2BRP2b%2B5QfOaAV0k%3D&reserved=0

emissions standards. Comments are accepted via email to
newtonberdo@newtonma.gov through April 1.

Congratulations to the State Champion Newton North Girls Gymnastic
team for winning their first title in 54 years!

- rooa .

(Photo credit Evan Walsh, Boston Globe.)
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