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Conservation Commission
MINUTES
January 29, 2026

Location: Zoom. This meeting will be a virtual meeting.
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/84860712569 or +13052241968,,848607125694#
Meeting opened at: 7:00 pm with Susan Lunin, Vice-Chair, presiding.

Members Present: Susan Lunin, Sean Macamauyx, Leigh Gilligan, Bob Jampol, Kathy Cade,
and Jeff Zabel

Members Absent: Dan Green

Staff present: Jennifer Steel, Ellen Menounos

Members of the Public: Not recorded due to the remote nature of meeting

WETLANDS DECISIONS

1) Cold Spring Park — Notice of Intent — invasive tree removal, amur cork -- DEP file # 239-
1008

Owner/Applicant: Newton Parks and Recreation

Representative: Jon Regosin (Newton Conservators)

Request: Issue an Order of Conditions

Proposed project summary: Remove invasive Amur cork trees from Cold Spring Park

Plans and documents submitted:

e Protecting the Health of Cold Spring Park Forests: Invasive Cork Tree Control -- A
Public-Private Partnership. Prepared by Jon Regosin Ph.D., January 12, 2026
e Attachment 2: Map of Wetland Resource Area

Documents in packets: Project narrative (9 pgs)

Additional documents presented at the meeting: Presentation by applicants, Site photos

Jurisdiction:
e Flood Zone (10.57)

The location of this meeting is accessible, and reasonable accommodation will be provided to persons with
disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the city of
Newton’s ADA Coordinator at least two business days in advance of the meeting:
ADACoordinator@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089.

For the Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711.
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¢ Riverfront Area (10.58(4)):
e BVW: 10.55(4)

Presentation (Regosin) and Discussion:

e |mpetus.

O

Amur cork is an invasive exotic that spreads by seed and by root propagation
and forms dense colonies, crowding out native species (particularly red
maples), thereby diminishing native pollinators and other species that rely on
native trees and shrubs.

This application coincides with a state grant application. If the grant is
received, work paid for by the grant must be concluded by June 30, 2026. If
the grant is not received, the scope of work able to be conducted will be
reduced, but private funding and volunteer efforts will still allow a lot to be
done. Staff noted that any change in scope should be presented to the
Conservation Office to ensure all parties are in agreement that the change
will remain compliant with the permit.

e Permit Process. This is being filed as an Ecological Restoration Limited Project.

O

10.04. Ecological Restoration Project. The “primary purpose is to restore or
otherwise improve the natural capacity of a Resource Area(s) to protect and
sustain the interests ...”
The permit process has been followed and required materials submitted:
= WPA Form 3 — Notice of Intent. Appendix A: Ecological Restoration
Limited Project Checklists
= Appendix 1. Proof of publication of notice in the Environmental
Monitor (published January 9, 2026)
= The project will be permitted under 10.53(4)(e)5. “Other Restoration
Projects”. “Such projects include, but are not limited to, the
restoration, enhancement or management of Rare Species habitat,
the restoration of hydrologic and habitat connectivity, ...”

e Project. The team took staff recommendations to heart and has developed a
carefully considered plan that will:

O

Utilize Northern Tree, the City’s on-call arborist, to use rubber-tired vehicles
on established stone dust and hard-packed trails and asphalt to flush cut and
fell trees that abut trails, parking lots, playgrounds, and private property
Utilize Essex Horticulture to use hand tools and the hack-and-squirt method
to treat mid-sized and large trees in the wooded interior, and hand tools to
cut, fell, and paint small trees.

This large-scale restoration effort is to be undertaken by a coordinated team
of City contractors and volunteers.

Trees have been mapped using a transect method. Contractors will trace the
transects and address all trees.

Team leaders will review the contractors’ work to ensure that all identified
trees have been appropriately addressed.
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2)

o Because Amur cork resprouts aggressively, herbicide treatment is necessary.
It will be utilized during appropriate times (i.e., not March through mid-May).

o The team will be utilizing the hack-and-squirt method wherever larger trees
do not threaten users of trails.

o The infestation is dense in some areas, sparse in other areas, but the team is
confident that with on-going control efforts they can beat back the Amur cork
and allow natives to re-establish.

e DEP comments (emphasis added) noted: “The ecological restoration project shall
incorporate supplemental native tree plantings/seedlings to meet the project
purpose.” The applicants agreed that they could plant 24 native saplings in tree
tubes.

e Staff noted the benefit of receiving annual monitoring/maintenance reports. The
applicants agreed to provide them.

Vote to close the hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with site-specific conditions.
[Motion: Jampol, Second: Macamausx, Roll Call Vote: 6:0:0]

140 Dartmouth St — Request for Amended Order of Conditions — changes to hardscape,
plantings -- DEP file # 239-990

Owner/Applicant: Jamie and Elyse Leventhal

Representative: Jon Russo

Request: Issue an amended OOC.

Proposed project summary: Expand the prior-approve patio area, remove the juniper
thicket, and modify the prior-approved mitigation planting plan.

Plans and documents submitted: 140 Dartmouth St.” plans, sheets 1-6, prepared by Peter
Nolan & Associates and Spruhan Engineering, signed and stamped by Peter Nolan and
Edmund Spruhan, last revised 1/28/2026.

e Sheet 1 of 6. Materials and Layout
e Sheet 2 of 6. Civil Plan

e Sheet 3 of 6. Planting Schematic

e Sheet 4,5,6. Details

Documents in packets: New site plan, new planting plan, previously approved site and
planting plans

Additional documents presented at the meeting: Site photos

Jurisdiction and Performance Standards:

e BVW:10.55(4)
e Buffer Zone 10.53(1): General Provisions

Presentation (Staff) and Discussion:

e Two significant changes are being proposed to the plans that were approved in
October 2024.
1. The patio and stair area is proposed to be an additional 410 sf in size.
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3)

= The approved increase in impervious area in buffer zone = 1,857 sf
= The new proposed increase in impervious in buffer zone = 2,267 sf
2. The ~4,000 sf thicket of juniper is proposed to be removed and replaced with
a combination of mitigation planting area and lawn.
e The mitigation planting area (restoring BVW lawn to trees, shrubs, and “meadow”):
o has a good palette of native trees and shrubs (the staff suggestion to replace
beeches with tupelo was accepted).
o has been enhanced with 1 additional tree and 16 additional shrubs
o Staff noted the benefit of requiring bounds with medallions that indicate
“restoration area, do not disturb” to protect the restored wetland.

e The proposed short (under 2 feet tall) boulder walls near both side property lines
were discussed. The westerly one will help protect the row of hemlocks. The easterly
one will allow an access “ramp” from the front yard to the rear of the house.

e Staff noted the need to re-establish the now failing silt fence and compost sock on
the easterly property line.

Vote to close the hearing and issue an amended Order of Conditions with site-specific
conditions. [Motion: Jampol, Second: Macamaux, Roll Call Vote: 6:0:0]

1 Malvern Terrace — Enforcement Order update — mitigation planting area -- DEP file # 239-
808

Owner/Applicant: Mandayam Srinivasan

Representative(s): John Rockwood (EcoTec)

Request: Review and approve proposed invasive control, planting plan, and schedule for
mitigation planting area required under an open Enforcement Order.

Proposed project summary: Single-family house tear-down/rebuild (with expanded
degraded area) and expanded planting area to compensate

Plans and documents submitted: Planting Schematic - 1.14.2026

Documents in packets: Annotated planting plan

Additional documents presented at the meeting: Revised Planting Schematic — 1.27.2026,
site photos

Jurisdiction and Performance Standards:

e Riverfront Area (10.58(5)): Work shall:
e Flood Zone (10.57)

Presentation (Staff) and Discussion:

e Staff reviewed the history of the mitigation planting area and noted that a revised
planting plan was received that addressed staff requests.
o Originally approved mitigation area: 2,720 sf
= Proposed mitigation area: 3350 sf = ~20% increase.
o Originally approved: 5 saplings + 3 additional saplings required by the MOU
=  Proposed: 10 (6 new and 4 existing “robust” saplings) = increase of 2.
= Plus, there are 4 green ash “volunteers” = increase of 6.
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o Originally approved: 134 smaller shrubs
= Proposed: 128 larger shrubs = 6 fewer but all larger shrubs.
o Trees and shrubs are intended to be planted in May/Early June 2026.
e Staff noted that the silt fence was not installed per the plans and that the silt fence
near the northern property line had fallen down. The owner will reinstall properly
when weather and site conditions allow.

Consensus: Commissioners felt that the revised proposed planting plan (and the associated
invasive control efforts and reporting schedule) complied with requirements to resolve the
Enforcement Order.

4) 370 Quinobequin Rd — COC Request — addition, planting -- DEP file # 239-948
Owner/Applicant: Seth Kosto

Representative(s): Goddard Consulting (not present)

Request: Issue a complete COC

Proposed project summary: addition to house, restoration of Conservation Restriction
planting area

Plans and documents submitted: All required paperwork was received

Documents in packets: Approved site and restoration planting plans

Additional documents presented at the meeting: Site photos
Jurisdiction: BVW and Buffer Zone

Presentation (Staff) and Discussion: The site is in compliance with the approved plans. All
required submittals have been provided

Vote to issue a complete COC. [Motion: Gilligan, Second: Jampol, Roll Call Vote: 6:0:0]
CONSERVATION AREAS
5) Old Deer Park Beekeeper Update and License Renewal

Owner: Newton Conservation Commission

Representative: Mark Lewis

Request: Issue another license to allow Mark Lewis to maintain up to 6 hives at the Old Deer
Park on the concrete slab near Lowell Lane.

Proposed project summary: Continue to maintain up to 6 hives as has been occurring since
2016.

Documents submitted:

e Annual log of activities at and associated with the Old Deer Park, current through the
end of 2025.

e Results of honey analysis indicating what plants his bees are feeding on.
e MDAR inspection report from October 2025.

Documents in packets: Log, draft license.

Additional documents presented at the meeting: none
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Presentation (staff) and Discussion:

e Mark Lewis continues to be a very diligent licensee, adhering to every detail of the
license agreement and assisting as a volunteer land steward of the Old Deer Park.

e Lewis noted his surprise to see Caragena as the top genus of flowers his bees are
feeding on (based on the honey study). He intends to collect pollen samples to
broaden understanding of his bees’ activity. He will send his honey study results to
Richard Primack and discuss opportunities for research coordination.

e The Commission discussed the term of the license. Lewis was thanked for his
education and research efforts as well as his stewardship involvement.

Vote to approve a new license for 3 years. [Motion: Macamaux, Second: Zabel, Roll Call
Vote: 6:0:0]
OTHER DECISIONS

6) Minutes to be approved
Documents in packets: Draft 1/8/26 minutes.
Vote to approve the 1/8/26 minutes. [Motion: Lunin, Second: Gilligan, Roll Call Vote: 6:0:0]

Volunteer: Gilligan volunteered to review the 1/29/2026 minutes.
DISCUSSION AND UPDATES

7) Updates

MACC Annual Environmental Conference: Saturday, Feb 28. Holy Cross. Commissioners were
encouraged to register with staff.

Commissioner terms expiring in 2026: Lunin and Zabel (31-May-26), Cade (31-Jul-26).
Commissioners were encouraged to: (1) let staff know of their interests to “re-up”, (2)
consider “re-upping” for 1, 2, or 3 years, and (3) suggest residents who might like to serve
on the Commission as associate members or full voting members.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Leonid Raiz, 132 Dartmouth Street, abutter to 140 Dartmouth Street, asked if the arbor vitae
proposed to be planted along their shared property boundary could be Green Giants, a
faster-growing, larger cultivar. Steel noted that those trees are outside the Commission’s
jurisdiction, but encouraged Raiz to reach out to Jon Russo, the landscape designer.

ADJOURNMENT
Vote to adjourn at 8:39. [Motion: Macamaux, Second: Gilligan, Roll Call Vote: 6:0:0]
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