
 

 

           Public Safety & Transportation Committee Report 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

 
Wednesday, February 18, 2026 

Present:  Councilors Lucas (Chair), Greenberg, Wright, Block, Irish, Roche and Silber 

Absent:  Councilor Golden  

Also Present:  Councilors Malakie, Krintzman, Baker, Albright, Bixby, Leary and Dahmubed 

City Staff: Josh Morse, Chief Operating Officer  

All agendas and reports, both past and present, can be found at the following link: 
https://www.newtonma.gov/government/city-clerk/city-council/council-standing-
committees/public-safety-transportation-committee 

For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the following 
link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qkB-VsV7ynU 

#62-26  Requesting a discussion and ordinance change to the City's Overnight 
Parking Ban 
COUNCILORS LUCAS, BLOCK, SILBER, KALIS, IRISH, FARRELL, KRINTZMAN, 
WRIGHT and CHARM requesting a discussion and ordinance change to 
the City's Overnight Parking Ban. (180 days: 07/25/26) 

Action:  Public Safety & Transportation Held 6-0, Councilor Silber not voting  
Note: Mr. Morse joined the Committee. 
 
Chair Lucas stated that tonight, he would like to receive a sense from Councilors on the direction 
in which the Committee should move forward. We will collaborate questions for city staff.  The 
Council acted on this item on October 16, 2023, attached.  

Overview 
Chair Lucas provided brief history of the current winter overnight parking ban. The current 
ordinance recites “(b) Other vehicles: From December 1st through March 31st, it shall be 
unlawful for any vehicle, other than one acting in an emergency, to be parked on any street, 
way, highway, road parkway, or private way dedicated or open to the use of the public for a 
period of time longer than one hour between the hours of 2:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m., attached.   
The fine is $25.00.   
 
Council actions dated October 16, 2023, the City Council voted to approve the motion to deny 
the petition, 21 councilors in favor and 3 opposed which led to the ballot question in 2025. Prior 
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to that, there was an amendment to have a two-year trial, or pilot, that also failed, with 17 
councilors opposed and 7 in favor. The referendum vote results were 11,032 YES votes and 
11,113 NO votes.   
 
Mr. Morse stated that the parking ban began in the 1930s.  He doubts that was an attempt to 
limit the number of cars on city streets.   
 
Data 
Data may help us understand the winter overnight parking ban problem better.  How many 
residences in Newton do not have off street parking or driveways? Perhaps these residents 
should be treated differently by applying for a permit or a hardship waiver. We may be able to 
estimate a driveway count with a list from the Assessors database.  
 
Parking 
Not everyone needs parking. Parking increases the price of housing and rents when parking is 
provided. It may be necessary to increase fine fees for on street parking during snow 
emergencies. 
 
Overnight winter parking ban and snow emergencies 
During a snow emergency, residents do not have a place to park, if they do not have driveways.    

During snow emergencies, could Newton consider allowing residents to park in school and 
municipal lots? Chair Lucas answered that he would discuss this with the administration.  

Questions, comments, suggestions and answers:  
How many overnight parking violations are there in a year, night or in a week? How many 
different cars are violating the overnight winter parking ban? Is it the same car repeatedly?  How 
many cars park in the municipal lots? What locations are being repeatedly abused?   
 
It would be great to hear from DPW on this past snowstorm on what worked and what didn't 
work.  Mr. Morse answered that the last storm was the 8th largest for Newton.  We'll continue 
to see large storms such as that. In my experience, you don’t set policies based on worst-case 
conditions. The city is able to handle 1, 2, 3 inches of snow without a parking ban. It is necessary 
to get municipal lots, specifically school lots cleaned up in time the start of school.  Solar carports 
require less treatment. 
 
How is DPW affected when plowing with cars parked on the street? 
 
Brookline has an extensive overnight parking ban, year round. It would be helpful to have 
surrounding communities information on whether they have a parking ban and their process.  
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Watertown has a parking ban from January to March allowing residents to park in municipal lots. 
Boston does not have a winter parking ban, but during emergencies, there are designated streets 
that cars have to be removed.  Needham and Waltham do not have a parking ban.   

In Norton, if you have no off-street parking, the traffic department comes out to look at the 
property and if there's no off-street parking, they are issued a parking permit. Their simplicity 
process is very appealing. 

How are the current residential parking permit programs working? Is the city issuing tickets?  Are 
cars being towed? Are college students still bringing their cars to Newton?  

It may be worth reaching out to residents on how this affects them day-to-day before final 
decisions are made.  
 
Regarding college parking, we should discuss with colleges, residents and neighborhood 
associations. People come at this from different angles, especially when it comes to different 
aspects of the question and the overall policy. Chair Lucas answered that he has discussed this 
item with both committees of the ballot.  
 
A suggestion was made to have the different organizations present to this Committee to hear 
their perspective. 
 
Why can’t cars park in the Newtonville covered municipal lot during a snow emergency? 
 
A suggestion was made to collect different scenarios since there is a mix of driveways and no 
driveways depending on the geography. Some areas have long  driveways, a lot of frontage and 
wide streets, others do not.  This may assist us with the different scenarios in Newton which may 
have similar solutions making it a solvable problem.  
 
How many miles of streets are in Newton?  A Councilor answered approximately 360 miles.  

The attempt to repeal the winter overnight parkin ban did not succeed, and it's a citywide 
question and response. The default is that you leave things the way they are, but the question 
is, do you change something as a citywide matter, or do you try and do it by geography? The 
tricky problem with geography is where the boundaries are and what you do in those contexts.  

I hear ideas on we should do this neighborhood that way, this neighborhood another way, this 
village one way and another village a different way.  We have to be careful with the implemented 
neighborhood parking districts where boundaries are confirmed. 

It is necessary to have some mechanism to ensure that all housing units we allow to be created 
with less than the traditional amount of parking. Liberalized parking needs to be easy to enforce, 
such as alternate side parking during the night hours.     
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Perhaps form a small working group for residents affected by the parking ban, narrow streets,   
student parking or businesses if the parking ban is removed. The group should include a resident 
transportation planner, Police, Fire and Planning Departments to study this item for several 
months returning with recommendations. A Councilor added that a diverse group of residents 
and professionals could help decide and create a plan to put something in the place of the 
overnight winter parking ban.  Some Councilors supported creating a working group, others did 
not.  

Could private companies provide their lots for use during snow emergencies? 

Perhaps a parking permit program is necessary.  

On-street parking can impede emergency vehicle access. 

The parking ban was originally a year-round parking ban.  

Should on street parking be available or not for college students? Street navigation is necessary 
for all including emergency vehicle access. 

Community members have been working collaboratively on ideas about how to make progress 
and move forward.  It is necessary to engage the entire community. 

We owe it to the residents to craft a proposal and change the ordinances as we see fit, by the 
end of this term. 

For short-term solutions, perhaps we could use the upcoming overnight winter ban, December 
2026, to implement a trial, then perhaps finalize something before the Council term expires.  

Goals 
Reflect on the people who did not win the ballot question, that we  are doing something to 
represent their desire to have the ban lifted.   
 
Explore the different types of hardships and what solutions can be developed to ease hardships. 
 
A short-term goal would be to provide municipal parking lot locations. 
 
The winter overnight parking ban makes people think through a car decision, home or rental 
purchases.   
 
It is necessary to remain revenue neutral. 
 
Positive climate impact is necessary. 
 
We must be equitable. 
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It is necessary to solve the problems for people with no off-street parking. 
 
Perhaps schedule presenters in the near future to assist us solve parking issues. A Councilor 
suggested asking the presenters for problems, not solutions. 
 
If a working group is created, our goals must be articulated clearly. Chair Lucas stated that when 
he discussed working groups with both ballot committees, one ballot committee said no, we 
don’t want to be on a working group but support a working group.   

The ultimate policy would be to discourage college students from bringing cars to Newton.  

A short term goal is to collect as much data as possible. 

Is it our goal to not have parking in certain areas because on street parking is aesthetically a 
problem.  

Councilors suggested that the Committee should agree on goals before handing the goals to a 
working group. Councilors suggested scheduling both ballot committees, colleges, Chamber of 
Commerce, Nonantum Area Council, Upper Falls Area Council, Newton Housing Authority and 
the Commission on Disability to a meeting to hear different perspectives. 
 
In closing, Chair Lucas asked Councilors to provide additional questions, and names of community 
groups to assist the Committee in making informed decisions. He then stated that he will look 
into creating a working group of residents and Councilors for recommendations to the 
Committee this spring, to be acted on in the fall.   
 
A letter from Keep Our Overnight Winter Parking Ban Committee is attached. 
 
Without further discussion, Councilor Block made a motion to hold.  Council members agreed  
6-0, Councilor Silber not voting.   
 
The committee adjourned at 8:36 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Tarik Lucas, Chair   
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already had one year.  Councilor Laredo put this on Second Call, and wants to go on record 
expressing his concern about extensions. This same developer has multiple projects that are 
empty or are in the process of getting sold.  Councilor Laredo does not want to give a blanket two 
year extension, and instead, suggests a one year extension, recognizing that this is a good 
project.   

 
#319-23 Petition request to repeal overnight winter parking ban 

JEREMY FREUDBERG, ET AL., Petition to amend Motor Vehicles and Traffic Ordinance 
Chapter 19 Sec-174 (b) of the City of Newton Ordinances. To be amended by deletion of 
“(b) Other vehicles: From December 1st through March 31st, it shall be unlawful for 
any vehicle, other than one acting in an emergency, to be parked on any street, way, 
highway, road parkway, or private way dedicated or open to the use of the public for a 
period of time longer than one hour between the hours of 2:00 am and 6:00 am” as 
appearing in Sec. 19-174 in the Revised Ordinances of 2017 as amended. (30 Days: 
11/01/2023) 
Public Safety & Transportation Motion to Approve Failed 0-7 (Councilor Bowman not 
voting)  
Councilor Kelley submitted a Motion in lieu of the initiative measure, a two year trial: 
The restriction on overnight parking set forth in 19-174(b) shall be suspended and 
ineffective for a trial period commencing December 1, 2023 and ending March 31, 2025. 
The suspension of the winter parking ban will expire on March 31, 2025. 
Friendly amendment: with a requirement to gather data on the impact of the trial.
Councilor Kelley’s Motion Failed with 17 Nays (Councilors Baker, Crossley, Gentile, 
Greenberg, Grossman, Kalis, Krintzman, Laredo, Leary, Lipof, Lucas, Malakie, 
Markiewicz, Noel, Norton, Oliver, Wright) 
7 Yeas (Councilors Bowman, Danberg, Downs, Humphrey, Kelley, Ryan, Albright) 
Councilor Krintzman submitted a Motion to recommit back to the Public Safety & 
Transportation committee 
Councilor Krintzman’s Motion Failed with 22 Nays (Councilors Baker, Bowman, Crossley, 
Danberg, Downs, Gentile, Greenberg, Grossman, Humphrey, Kalis, Kelley, Laredo, Leary, 
Lipof, Lucas, Malakie, Markiewicz, Noel, Norton, Oliver, Ryan, Wright) 
2 Yeas (Councilors Krintzman, Albright); 0 Absent 
Motion to Deny Petition 
City Council Approved the Motion to Deny Petition 
21 Yeas (Councilors Baker, Bowman, Crossley, Danberg, Downs, Gentile, Greenberg, 
Grossman, Humphrey, Kalis, Krintzman, Laredo, Leary, Lipof, Lucas, Malakie, 
Markiewicz, Noel, Norton, Oliver, Wright)
3 Nays (Councilors Kelley, Ryan, Albright) 

 
 
Clerk’s Note:   

 Councilor Downs introduced this item and Councilor Kelley put this Second Call. The City Council 
has received numerous emails both for and against retaining parking, and a  two year trial was 
not approved by the committee.  The city has to take action before November 1st, otherwise the 
petition fails, and would be binding on the 2025 ballot. There are three options: 1.) approve the 
committee’s decision, which was to reject the petition; 2.) approve the petition; 3.) in lieu of the 
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petition, propose some other motion, with a trial period.  The City Clerk clarified that within 30 
days after the petition is presented to the City Council presentation, if something is passed in lieu 
of the petition, then the petition shall be deemed to have been rejected. 

Councilor Kelley made a Motion that, in lieu of this petition, there be a two year trial, so that the 
rule against on-street parking would be suspended from December 2023 – March 2025.  This 
petition will likely be on the ballot in 2025, and so a trial will give the city the chance to evaluate 
impacts on safety and plowing, before then.   

 
Several Councilors thanked the petitioners for putting together the petition, and bringing this 
important issue to their attention, and forcing much long overdue action on this matter. 

 
#306-23 Establish and Appropriate funds to an Operations Booster Stabilization Fund  

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to Establish an “Operations Booster 
Stabilization Fund” to pay for a portion of the annual general fund appropriations for the 
City’s pension system; appropriate the sum of $20,500,000 Overlay Surplus as declared by 
the City’s Board of Assessors to the Operations Booster Stabilization Fund; and transfer the 
sum of $5,513,000 from Acct 01C10701-576300 Appellate tax Board Interest and Penalties 
Fund to the Operations Booster Stabilization Fund. 
Finance Denied Motion to Approve Subject to Second Call 3-4-1 (Councilors Humphrey, 
Malakie, Oliver and Noel Opposed, Councilor Gentile Abstaining) on 9/11/2023 

-2-2 (Councilors Grossman 
and Kalis opposed and Councilors Markiewicz and Norton Absent) on 09/18/2023
Finance Held 5-2 (Councilors Grossman and Norton Opposed) on 09/28/23

 Finance Denied 5-3 (Councilors Grossman, Norton and Kalis Opposed) 
Councilor Kalis put forth a Motion to substitute Approval for Denial; this Motion Failed 
13 Nays (Councilors Bowman, Danberg, Gentile, Humphrey, Kelley, Laredo, Lucas, Malakie, 
Markiewicz, Noel, Oliver, Ryan, Wright) 
10 Yeas (Baker, Crossley, Greenberg, Grossman, Kalis, Krintzman, Leary, Lipof, Norton, 
Albright) 
1 Absent (Councilor Downs) 
City Council Approved Motion to Deny 13 Yeas (Councilors Bowman, Danberg, Gentile, 
Humphrey, Kelley, Laredo, Lucas, Malakie, Markiewicz, Noel, Oliver, Ryan, Wright)
10 Nays (Councilor Baker, Crossley, Greenberg, Grossman, Kalis, Krintzman, Leary, Lipof, 
Norton, Albright) 1 Absent (Councilor Downs)

 
Clerk’s Note:   

Councilor Grossman introduced and gave background history.  Councilor Kalis put this on Second 
Call because he would like to put forth a Motion to substitute Approval for Denial.   

 

The City Council voted without discussion 23 Yeas, 0 Nay,  1 Absent 
(Councilor Krintzman) to Accept the Committee Recommendations on the 
following:  



§ 19-175 NEWTON ORDINANCES — MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC § 19-178

Newton Ordinances On-Line - Chapter 19 - page 23

d) a commercial vehicle or trailer parked within 500 feet of the work site of the driver of such vehicle or 
trailer.  This exemption shall not apply where the work site of the driver or owner of the vehicle or 
trailer is also the residence for the driver or owner.    

(3) The penalty for violation of subsection (2) of this section shall be as follows:  for the first offense, a warning; 
for the second offense, twenty-five dollars ($25.00); and for each subsequent offense, the vehicle or trailer 
shall be towed to a convenient place and the owner of the vehicle or trailer towed away shall be liable for 
the towing and storage charges, if any, within the limits set forth in section 19-226.  The owner of any 
vehicle removed or towed under the provisions of this section shall also be subject to the penalties provided 
in section 17-23 of chapter 17.

(b) Other vehicles: From December 1st through March 31st , it shall be unlawful for any vehicle, other than one 
acting in an emergency, to be parked on any street, way, highway, road parkway, or private way dedicated or open 
to the use of the public for a period of time longer than one hour between the hours of 2:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m.   
(Rev. Ords. 1973, § 13-144; Ord. No. S-87, 2-4-85; Ord. No. T-186, 11-18-91; Ord. No. Y-3, 3-19-07; Ord. No. Z-
14, 11-5-07; ord. No. B-39, 09-03-19)

Sec. 19-175. Angle parking.

(a) The traffic council shall determine upon what streets angle parking shall be permitted and the commissioner of 
public works shall mark or sign such streets or cause the same to be marked or signed.

(b) Upon streets or parts of streets which have been marked or signed for angle parking, vehicles shall be parked 
with one wheel within twelve (12) inches of the curb and at the angle to the curb indicated by such marks or official 
signs. The vehicle shall be parked so that all four (4) wheels of the vehicle shall be placed wholly within the painted 
lines provided. 

(c) The traffic council may designate one or more on-street angle parking areas or portions thereof for an overnight 
resident sticker and visitor permit on-street angle parking program.  For the purposes of this program, angle parking 
areas shall include on-street areas in which parking is perpendicular to the curb. Such program shall be governed 
and administered in accordance with the provisions of the resident sticker and visitor permit municipal lot parking 
program set forth in Sec. 19-200.  The traffic council shall maintain the list of areas so designated in its traffic and 
parking regulations. (Rev. Ords. 1973, § 13-145; Ord. No. Z-111, 06-18-12; Ord. No. A-58, 04-06-15; Ord. No. A-
85, 10-17-16)

Sec. 19-176—19-177. Reserved. (Sections moved to Traffic and Parking Regulations (Ord. No. Z-12, 12-03-
07))

Sec. 19-178. Persons with a disability and disabled veterans parking.

(a) No person shall park a vehicle upon any street or in any parking lot operated by the city in parking spaces 
designated for persons with a disability and disabled veterans unless said vehicle:

(1) properly bears the distinctive disability or disabled veteran license plates authorized by section 2 of chapter 
90 of the General Laws; or

(2) is being used for transporting persons with a disability and properly displays the disability placard
authorized by section 2 of chapter 90 of the General Laws; or 

(3) properly bears the official identification of persons with disabilities issued by any other state, or any 

(b) Other vehicles: From December 1st through March 31st , it shall be unlawful for any vehicle, other than one (b) through , it shall be unlawful for any vehicle, other than one 
acting in an emergency, to be parked on any street, way, highway, road parkway, or private way dedicated or open acting in an emergency, to be parked on any street, way, highway, road parkway, or private way dedicated or open 
to the use of the public for a period of time longer than one hour between the hours of 2:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. to the use of the public for a period of time longer than one hour between the hours of
(Rev. Ords. 1973, § 13-144; Ord. No. S-87, 2-4-85; Ord. No. T-186, 11-18-91; Ord. No. Y-3, 3-19-07; Ord. No. Z-(Rev. Ords. 1973, § 13 144; Ord. No. S
14, 11-5-07; ord. No. B-39, 09-03-19)
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Danielle Delaney

From: Tarik Lucas
Sent: Wednesday, February 18, 2026 4:49 PM
To: Danielle Delaney
Subject: Fw: One change - Final Letter

Hi Danielle, 
 
Can you please forward this email to the PS&T committee? Thanks. 
 
Tarik J. Lucas 
Newton City Councilor At-Large, Ward 2 
Public Safety & Transportation, Chair 
617-910-7470 
 

 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ] 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Anne Goldbach <agoldbachesq@gmail.com> 
Date: Wed, Feb 18, 2026 at 4:44 PM 
Subject: Final Letter 
To: Tarik Lucas <tariklucas19@gmail.com> 
Cc: Fran Yerardi <franyerardi@icloud.com>, Teresa Sauro <stat766@comcast.net> 
 

 

Letter of Support – Winter Overnight Parking Ban Relief Process 

 

To the Newton City Council, 
 

We write to express support for a constructive path forward 
regarding the City’s overnight winter parking regulations. 
 

Members of the Keep Our Overnight Winter Parking Ban Committee 
support Councilor Lucas’s proposal to create an avenue for residents 
to request exemptions from the overnight winter parking ban. 
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Establishing a fair and transparent process for hardship relief 
represents an area of meaningful agreement across differing 
viewpoints. 
 

Specifically, we support the concept of utilizing an existing or 
designated body—such as Public Safety and Transportatio or Traffic 
Council — to adjudicate requests for relief and make 
recommendations to the City Council. Ideally, a set of guidelines 
that include best practices, eligibility criteria and an equitable 
framework would be developed for reviewing these requests.  These 
guidelines would be approved by the City Council to ensure a 
structured process that provides consistency, accountability, and 
thoughtful consideration of individual circumstances. 
 

We believe that a hardship waiver for residents with physical 
disabilities, as well as for members of their support systems, is both 
reasonable and necessary. In addition, we recognize that other 
residents may face legitimate hardships that fall outside the 
traditional definition of physical disability and may also warrant 
consideration. 
 

The intent would be for individual requests to be vetted through a 
designated body pursuant to the guidelines approved by the City 
Council. 
 
Signed, 
Keep Our Overnight Winter Parking Ban Committee 

 
Anne Goldbach 


