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CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS
Newton Historical Commission

*Staff Memo*
Meeting Date: February 26", 2026
Location: Zoom
Time: 7:00 PM

This meeting will be a virtual meeting that will take place via Zoom. To view
and participate click https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/87520423560 or
+13017158592,,875204235604.

1. 145 Warren Street
Local Landmark Review Application

View Application Here

Description: The William L. Church Dai Buell (Greenidge) House is a 1916 Bungalow
style house designed by the architecture firm Morton & West. The home was originally
owned by William L. Church, but is best known for his niece who resided there,
Josephine 'Dai' Buell Greenidge, a well-known pianist. The commission has previously
approved applications for an addition to this property, this application is seeking
approval for changes to the site plan include the installation of a fence on the rear and
sides of the property.

2. 793-821 Washington Street
Total Demolition of Commercial Block

View Application Here

Summary: This is a ca. 1899 commercial block which was constructed in the Colonial
Revival style. The surrounding context is well-preserved. Preservation Planners
recommending finding the property preferably preserved.

Description: This is a ca. 1899 commercial block built by William Claflin, a Newtonville
resident at the time who owned several buildings in the village. Washington Street was
widened and straightened during an improvement project in the late 1800s, which
resulted in the demolition or relocation of buildings and the opportunity for new
construction. This commercial block was built in the Colonial Revival style and includes
hallmarks such as rounded corners, separation of uses between the first and second
floors, pilasters separating storefronts, and a detailed entablature. The building has
housed many businesses including the Newton Street Railway Company to smaller and
more local enterprises. Businesses have altered the street level appearance to
accommodate unique identities and uses, however the aesthetic of design and the
buildings overall connection to its Colonial Revival identity has remained intact. The
commercial block was developed due to improvements made along Washington Street
and is part of a collective spanning the adjacent buildings creating a cohesive
architectural context.
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Criteria of Historic Significance: Section 22-23 (c) of the City of Newton Ordinances, Division 2.
Demolition Delay, establishes the criteria for historic significance as meeting one or more of the
following criteria.

in a National Register district or in a historic district eligible for listing;

individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places or individually eligible for listing;
associated with one or more historic persons, events or architectural or social history;
historically or architecturally important for period, style, architect, builder or context;

in a local historic district not visible from a public way.

Os000

Staff Finding and Recommendation: Preservation Planners made an initial determination of
historic significance for the property at 793-821 Washington Street. Given the information presented
in the Description section, the Preservation Planners found that the property is historically significant
due to the age and ties to the redevelopment of Washington Street in the last 1800s, as well as its
cohesion with the surrounding context. Preservation Planners made the recommendation to find the
property preferably preserved.

3. 99-101 Central Street
Total Demolition of House

View Application Here

Summary: This is an inventoried, ca. 1880 Italianate style house located on a street that retains
historic context and borders a local historic district. Staff recommends finding the property
preferably preserved.

Description: This is a ca. 1880 ltalianate style house, first owned by James H. Dolliver and Olive
Harpin. The two-and-a-half-story house features a side-gabled roof, with a brick chimney, and a two-
story ell extending from the rear of the house that also features a brick chimney. The house is
generally symmetrical, with two front entry doors under a small porch roof, symmetrical fenestration
on each side of the front facade, and matching right and left side elevations that each feature a bay
window. The house is inventoried on MACRIS, both individually and as part of the Auburndale - South
Historic District residential area, and is located one street over from the borders of the Auburndale
Local Historic District. The surrounding neighborhood retains a very strong sense of historic context,
with predominantly original homes built in the same time period remaining.

Criteria of Historic Significance: Section 22-23 (c) of the City of Newton Ordinances, Division 2.
Demolition Delay, establishes the criteria for historic significance as meeting one or more of the
following criteria.

in a National Register district or in a historic district eligible for listing;

individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places or individually eligible for listing;
associated with one or more historic persons, events or architectural or social history;
historically or architecturally important for period, style, architect, builder or context;

in a local historic district not visible from a public way.

O<s0O00

Staff Finding and Recommendation: Preservation Planners made an initial determination of
historic significance for the property at 99-101 Central Street. Given the information presented in the
Description section, the Preservation Planners found that the property is historically significant due
to the historic and architectural context of the surrounding neighborhood, especially due to its
proximity to a local historic district. Preservation Planners made the recommendation to find the
property preferably preserved.


https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/910518

4. 50 Crestwood Road
Total Demolition of House

View Application Here

Summary: 50 Crestwood is a 1970 International Style home by architect Ferdinand Frederick Bruck,
who trained under Walter Gropius. It was commissioned and later owned by notable businessmen
who contributed to national-level brands. Preservation Planners make the recommendation to find
the property preferably preserved. Additionally, Preservation Planners find this building eligible for
nomination as a Newton Local Landmark.

Description: 50 Crestwood is a 1970 International Style residence designed by architect Ferdinand
Frederick Bruck and built by Scott McNeilly & Son for Burton and Barbara Stern. The house
exemplifies the International Style through its rectilinear form, strong horizontal emphasis,
cantilevered elements, deep eave overhangs, and expansive glass walls that integrate the structure
with its wooded surroundings. Ornamentation is intentionally absent, with the design relying instead
on proportion, balance, and spatial clarity. Aside from a greenhouse addition in 1981 —removed and
replaced with a dimensionally matching bedroom addition in 1991—the home remains exceptionally
well preserved.

Bruck, a German-Jewish immigrant who fled Nazi Germany in 1936, studied architecture at Harvard,
survived the 1942 Coconut Grove fire, and later served in U.S. Military Intelligence during WWII.
After the war, he studied under Walter Gropius at Harvard’s Graduate School of Design, worked as a
designer at The Architects Collaborative (TAC), and maintained his own practice with his wife,
Phoebe Ann Mason Bruck, an interior designer and landscape architect who collaborated on his
projects.

The home’s original owner, Burton Stern, was a key figure in American retail. As a senior executive
and board member at Zayre Corporation, he helped launch TJ Maxx and later contributed to the
founding of BJ’'s Wholesale Club. Subsequent notable owners include George Naddaff, an
entrepreneur behind major ventures such as regional Kentucky Fried Chicken franchises, Kinder-Care
educational centers, and the company that evolved into Boston Market.

50 Crestwood is well-preserved and in a well-preserved area. It embodies high architectural design
through the visioning of F.F. Bruck, a Walter Gropius trained architect and award-winning designer. It
also was home to numerous pioneers in their respective fields, most notably Burton Stern, founder
of TJ) Maxx and BJ Wholesale Club, and George Naddaff, founder of Boston Market.

Criteria of Historic Significance: Section 22-23 (c) of the City of Newton Ordinances, Division 2.
Demolition Delay, establishes the criteria for historic significance as meeting one or more of the
following criteria.

in a National Register district or in a historic district eligible for listing;

individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places or individually eligible for listing;
associated with one or more historic persons, events or architectural or social history;
historically or architecturally important for period, style, architect, builder or context;

in a local historic district not visible from a public way.

(A NIANY BN

Staff Finding and Recommendation: Preservation Planners made an initial determination of
historic significance for the property at 50 Crestwood Road. Given the information presented in the
Description section, the Preservation Planners found that the property is historically significant due
to its architectural design which is well-preserved, as well as connections to notable architects and
business giants. Preservation Planners make the recommendation to find the property preferably
preserved. Additionally, Preservation Planners find this building eligible for nomination as a Newton
Local Landmark.


https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/910426

5. 17 Crescent Street
Total Demolition of House

View Application Here

Summary: This is a ca. 1900 Queen Anne style house in a neighborhood that retains some historic
context. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Description: This is a ca. 1900 Queen Anne style house, first owned by Albert and Mary Hersey. The
two-and-a-half-story house is a relatively simple Queen Anne design, featuring a front-gabled roof,
with a shed dormer on the right side and a brick chimney. The front of the house has a two-story bay
window topped with a gable roof, and a half-width, enclosed front porch. The house is not
inventoried on MACRIS, nor are any others on this segment of Crescent Street. The neighborhood
retains some historic context, with original houses from a similar time period remaining, including a
very similar house next door, however, there has been some demolition and new construction on the
street.

Criteria of Historic Significance: Section 22-23 (c) of the City of Newton Ordinances, Division 2.
Demolition Delay, establishes the criteria for historic significance as meeting one or more of the
following criteria.

in a National Register district or in a historic district eligible for listing;

individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places or individually eligible for listing;
associated with one or more historic persons, events or architectural or social history;
historically or architecturally important for period, style, architect, builder or context;

in a local historic district not visible from a public way.

Os000

Staff Finding and Recommendation: Preservation Planners made an initial determination of
historic significance for the property at 17 Crescent Street. Given the information presented in the
Description section, the Preservation Planners found that the property is historically significant due
to the age of the house and relatively well-preserved context of the surrounding neighborhood.
Preservation Planners made the recommendation to find the property preferably preserved.

6. 129 Rowe Street
Total Demolition of House

View Application Here

Summary: This is a ca. 1917 vernacular Craftsman style house which is well-preserved and in a well-
preserved area. The Preservation Planners recommend finding the property preferably preserved.

Description: This is a ca.1917 vernacular Craftsman style house. It is rather simplified in form with a
front facing gable roof and full-width hipped porch. The house features exposed rafter tails, typical
for this style. The house as experienced a few alterations including the additions or dormers, but
largely maintains original form. The houses in this area are smaller vernacular versions of various
architectural styles typical of the early 1900s. The neighborhood is well preserved.

Criteria of Historic Significance: Section 22-23 (c) of the City of Newton Ordinances, Division 2.
Demolition Delay, establishes the criteria for historic significance as meeting one or more of the
following criteria.

U in a National Register district or in a historic district eligible for listing;
O individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places or individually eligible for listing;


https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/910459
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U associated with one or more historic persons, events or architectural or social history;
v’ historically or architecturally important for period, style, architect, builder or context;
O in alocal historic district not visible from a public way.

Staff Finding and Recommendation: Preservation Planners made an initial determination of
historic significance for the property at 129 Rowe Street. Given the information presented in the
Description section, the Preservation Planners found that the property is historically significant due
to its well-preserved architecture and surrounding setting. Preservation Planners made the
recommendation to find the property preferably preserved.

7. 92 Oakdale Road
Total Demolition of House

View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1951 Raised Ranch style house in an inventoried neighborhood that retains
historic context. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Description: This is a 1951 Raised Ranch style house, built by Joseph Arduino and designed by
Gabriel Arduino. The Arduinos were property developers that constructed a number of houses in
Newton in the 1950s. This house features a side gabled roof, with a brick chimney on the right side of
the building. There is a below-ground garage on the left side of the front facade, and the main
entryway is located on the right side of the facade. There is a deck on the right side of the ear of the
house. The property is inventoried on MACRIS as part of the Walnut Hill Road Residential Historic
area, a subdivision of homes constructed between the 1930s and 1950s. The neighborhood generally
retains a good sense of historic context, with primarily original homes remaining.

Criteria of Historic Significance: Section 22-23 (c) of the City of Newton Ordinances, Division 2.
Demolition Delay, establishes the criteria for historic significance as meeting one or more of the
following criteria.

in a National Register district or in a historic district eligible for listing;

individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places or individually eligible for listing;
associated with one or more historic persons, events or architectural or social history;
historically or architecturally important for period, style, architect, builder or context;

in a local historic district not visible from a public way.
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Staff Finding and Recommendation: Preservation Planners made an initial determination of
historic significance for the property at 92 Oakdale Road. Given the information presented in the
Description section, the Preservation Planners found that the property is historically significant due
to the well-preserved nature of the house and surrounding neighborhood. Preservation Planners
made the recommendation to find the property preferably preserved.

8. 49 Hawthorn Street
Total Demolition of House

View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1950 Cape style house which is well-preserved and in a well-preserved area. The
Preservation Planners recommend finding the property preferably preserved.

Description: This is a 1950 Cape style house designed and built by Rocco Marini. The house is well
preserved with no documented work on the exterior beyond normal maintenance. The house


https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/909702
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/909717

features a central front entrance which is enclosed with a front facing gable roof. The main mass is a
side gable, with a small chimney on the right side. The neighborhood is also well-preserved, featuring
other buildings of similar small proportion in different styles.

Criteria of Historic Significance: Section 22-23 (c) of the City of Newton Ordinances, Division 2.
Demolition Delay, establishes the criteria for historic significance as meeting one or more of the
following criteria.

in a National Register district or in a historic district eligible for listing;

individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places or individually eligible for listing;
associated with one or more historic persons, events or architectural or social history;
historically or architecturally important for period, style, architect, builder or context;

in a local historic district not visible from a public way.

Os000

Staff Finding and Recommendation: Preservation Planners made an initial determination of
historic significance for the property at 49 Hawthorn Street. Given the information presented in the
Description section, the Preservation Planners found that the property is historically significant due
to its intact architecture and surrounding setting. Preservation Planners make the recommendation
to find the property preferably preserved.

9. 103 Thurston Road
Total Demolition of House and Garage

House: View Application Here

Garage: View Application Here

Summary: This is a heavily altered ca. 1870 vernacular style house and 1975 barn-style garage,
located in a neighborhood with mixed historic context. Staff recommends finding the property not
preferably preserved.

Description: This is a ca. 1870 vernacular style house, that appears to have first been owned by an
E. Kerivan. The building features a gable end roof, with a brick chimney. There are a number of
additions that have been constructed on the property throughout the years. The large, barn-style
garage was constructed in 1975. The property is not inventoried on MACRIS, although it does sit
directly outside the border of the Newton Upper Falls Local Historic District. The surrounding
neighborhood features mixed historic context, with some original homes remaining and some new
construction.

Criteria of Historic Significance: Section 22-23 (c) of the City of Newton Ordinances, Division 2.
Demolition Delay, establishes the criteria for historic significance as meeting one or more of the
following criteria.

in a National Register district or in a historic district eligible for listing;

individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places or individually eligible for listing;
associated with one or more historic persons, events or architectural or social history;
historically or architecturally important for period, style, architect, builder or context;

in a local historic district not visible from a public way.

ON\000

Staff Finding and Recommendation: Preservation Planners made an initial determination of
historic significance for the property at 103 Thurston Road. Given the information presented in the
Description section, the Preservation Planners found that the property is historically significant due
primarily to the age of the house and the context of the surrounding neighborhood. However, the


https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/908949
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house is significantly altered. Preservation Planners made the recommendation to find the property
not preferably preserved.

10. 393 Newtonville Avenue
Total Demolition of House and Garage

House: View Application Here

Garage: View Application Here

Summary: This is a ca. 1854 Italianate style residence with is well-preserved and in a well-preserved
area. The Preservation Planners recommend the property be found preferably preserved.

Description: This is a ca.1854 Italianate style residence that has been minimally altered. The house
is an end-gable, 2 % story building, featuring typical ornamentation for the style. The paired brackets
and pedimented gable identified this building as an early example of Italianate. Newton Avenue was
one of the first streets to be developed during the mid-19*" century, and many of the homes adopted
a similar architectural style. The street is well preserved. The house has undergone the addition of
the front porch, part of which is enclosed, and the application of new siding. However, it is largely
intact. The house is an individually MACRIS inventoried building.

Criteria of Historic Significance: Section 22-23 (c) of the City of Newton Ordinances, Division 2.
Demolition Delay, establishes the criteria for historic significance as meeting one or more of the
following criteria.

in a National Register district or in a historic district eligible for listing;

individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places or individually eligible for listing;
associated with one or more historic persons, events or architectural or social history;
historically or architecturally important for period, style, architect, builder or context;

in a local historic district not visible from a public way.

Os\000

Staff Finding and Recommendation: Preservation Planners made an initial determination of
historic significance for the property at 393 Newtonville Avenue. Given the information presented in
the Description section, the Preservation Planners found that the property is historically significant
due to its unique architectural expression as an early-Italianate structure and its well-preserved
nature and neighborhood setting. Preservation Planners made the recommendation to find the
property preferably preserved.

11. 54 Garland Road
Total Demolition of House and Garage

House: View Application Here

Garage: View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1926 Dutch Colonial style house in a well-preserved, inventoried neighborhood.
Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Description: This is a 1926 Dutch Colonial style house, built by C.R. Djup and designed by A. Brodin.
The house features a gambrel style roof, with shed dormers on the front and rear, and a brick
chimney on the rear of the house. The first floor of the house is sided in brick, except for a one-story
ell on the left side of the house that is sided in wood, and the second floor is sided with wood
clapboard. The front facade includes a centrally located, covered, front entryway. The property is
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inventoried on MACRIS as part of the Fred Holland Chamberlain Estates 5, 6, 8 residential historic
area, a subdivision of homes laid out in the 1920s in the Colonial Revival, Dutch Colonial, Spanish
Colonial, Cape, and Tudor styles. The neighborhood retains a good sense of historic context, with
primarily original homes remaining.

Criteria of Historic Significance: Section 22-23 (c) of the City of Newton Ordinances, Division 2.
Demolition Delay, establishes the criteria for historic significance as meeting one or more of the
following criteria.

in a National Register district or in a historic district eligible for listing;

individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places or individually eligible for listing;
associated with one or more historic persons, events or architectural or social history;
historically or architecturally important for period, style, architect, builder or context;

in a local historic district not visible from a public way.
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Staff Finding and Recommendation: Preservation Planners made an initial determination of
historic significance for the property at 54 Garland Road. Given the information presented in the
Description section, the Preservation Planners found that the property is historically significant due
to the well-preserved nature of the house and inventoried neighborhood. Preservation Planners
made the recommendation to find the property preferably preserved.
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13. 12 Wiswall Street
Total Demolition of House

View Application Here

Summary: This is a ca. 1895 vernacular Victorian style house which is well-preserved and in a well-
preserved area. Preservation Planners recommend finding the property preferably preserved.

Description: This is a ca. 1895 vernacular Victorian style house. It features a front gable with a
central chimney. The front porch is full width and ornamented with turned wood columns, and a
scallop detail under the shed roof. The house has undergone additions on the rear and side;
however, the significant features are intact. The surrounding neighborhood is well-preserved.

Criteria of Historic Significance: Section 22-23 (c) of the City of Newton Ordinances, Division 2.
Demolition Delay, establishes the criteria for historic significance as meeting one or more of the
following criteria.

in a National Register district or in a historic district eligible for listing;

individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places or individually eligible for listing;
associated with one or more historic persons, events or architectural or social history;
historically or architecturally important for period, style, architect, builder or context;

in a local historic district not visible from a public way.

Os000

Staff Finding and Recommendation: Preservation Planners made an initial determination of
historic significance for the property at 12 Wiswall Street. Given the information presented in the
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Description section, the Preservation Planners found that the property is historically significant due
to its well-preserved architecture and setting. Preservation Planners made the recommendation to
find the property preferably preserved.

14. 16 Fairlee Road
Partial Demolition of House and total demolition of garage

House: View Application Here

Garage: View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1926 Colonial Revival style house in a well-preserved neighborhood. Staff
recommends finding the property preferably preserved, and recommends that the proposed addition
could be approved if the massing of the addition is reduced to be smaller than the existing house.

Description: This is a 1926 Colonial Revival style house built by M. Henley and designed by A. Henley
for owner E.P. Osborne. The two-story house features a side-gabled roof with a brick chimney. The
house has a full-width front porch, covered rear entry door, and a one-story ell on the rear of the
building. The house is not inventoried on MACRIS, but the neighborhood retains a good sense of
historic context, with other original Colonial Revival and Dutch Colonial style houses. This is an
application for partial demolition, and the applicant seeks to remove the rear wall for a two-story
addition.

Criteria of Historic Significance: Section 22-23 (c) of the City of Newton Ordinances, Division 2.
Demolition Delay, establishes the criteria for historic significance as meeting one or more of the
following criteria.

in a National Register district or in a historic district eligible for listing;

individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places or individually eligible for listing;
associated with one or more historic persons, events or architectural or social history;
historically or architecturally important for period, style, architect, builder or context;

in a local historic district not visible from a public way.

Os000

Staff Finding and Recommendation: Preservation Planners made an initial determination of
historic significance for the property at 16 Fairlee Road. Given the information presented in the
Description section, the Preservation Planners found that the property is historically significant due
to the well-preserved nature of the existing house and surrounding neighborhood. Preservation
Planners made the recommendation to find the property preferably preserved. Planners generally
approve of the design of the proposed addition, but would suggest that the overall massing be
reduced so that the addition is not taller than the main block of the existing house.

15. 146-148 Pearl Street
Partial Demolition of House

View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1925 American Foursquare house which is well-preserved and in a well-
preserved area. The Preservation Planners recommend finding the property preferably preserved.
The Preservation Planners welcome discussion on the proposed design, specifically the shed roof
design.

Description: This is a 1925 two- family building designed by architect W.M. Haines and owned and
built by Charles H. Kilpatrick. The American Foursquare house features a hipped roof, with a brick
chimney on the right side of the building. There is a two-story bump-out on the first on the building,
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https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/907623
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/909794

which may have been a two-story porch as seen on the surrounding buildings. This building has
cosmetic alterations, but overall, still fits with the street which is well-preserved. This application is
for partial demolition of the roof.

Criteria of Historic Significance: Section 22-23 (c) of the City of Newton Ordinances, Division 2.
Demolition Delay, establishes the criteria for historic significance as meeting one or more of the
following criteria.

in a National Register district or in a historic district eligible for listing;

individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places or individually eligible for listing;
associated with one or more historic persons, events or architectural or social history;
historically or architecturally important for period, style, architect, builder or context;

in a local historic district not visible from a public way.
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Staff Finding and Recommendation: Preservation Planners made an initial determination of
historic significance for the property at 146-148 Pearl Street. Given the information presented in the
Description section, the Preservation Planners found that the property is historically significant due
to the well-preserved nature of the building and the surrounding area. Preservation Planners make
the recommendation to find the property preferably preserved. Preservation Planners welcome
discussion on the proposed design. The shed roofs are not in keeping with the surrounding context.

16. 92 Fairway Drive
Waiver of Partial Delay

View Application Here

Summary: This is a 1939 Cape style house. The NHC found this property preferably preserved in
January, and provided feedback on the partial demolition plans. Staff recommends approving the
updated plans, as commissioner comments have been addressed.

Description: This is a 1939 Cape style house, built by Thomas Fitzgerald and designed by architect
Raymond Stowell for developer Homer T. Brown. This standard one-and-a-half-story Cape style house
features a side-gabled roof, with a shed dormer on the front and a brick chimney in the middle of the
roof. The house features a one room bump out on the right side of the house, and an attached
garage that was later converted to a bedroom on the left side, both of these are original to the
house. This property is inventoried on MACRIS as part of the Randlett Park residential historic area, a
subdivision of homes primarily developed in the 1920s and 30s. The neighborhood retains a good
sense of historic context, with primarily original Colonial Revival, Cape, and Dutch Colonial style
houses remaining. This is an application for partial demolition, and the application proposes
removing the majority of the roof structure for a second-floor addition.

Staff Recommendation: Staff has reviewed the updated plans for partial demolition, and
recommends approval, as they have addressed the commission’s previous comments relating to the
size of the addition, proposed rooflines, and window locations.

17. 339 Lowell Ave
Waiver of Demolition Delay

View Original Application Here

View Application Here


https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/905918
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Description: This is a c. 1895 vernacular Victorian style house featuring a front gable roof and gabled
entry. The house has three structural bays and an arched window in the gable end. The house,
originally built for a single family, was internally subdivided into a two-family in 1940. A rear addition
was added to accommodate bedrooms in 1956.

Staff Recommendation: Preservation Planners generally approve of the design. The design is
oriented similar to the other buildings abutting it to the right; however, it is larger in massing. The
Preservation Planners also think less emphasis on the garages, which currently dominate the facade,
would be ideal. This could be achieved by relocating them to the sides.

18. 61 Broadway
Waiver of Demolition Delay

View Original Application Here

View Application Here

Description: This is a c. 1915 Dutch Colonial Revival style featuring a cross-gambrel roof and a
central chimney. The front features a full width porch, typical of the style, with arched trim detailing.
There are no building permits documenting alterations to the exterior other than to re-shingle the
roof in 2013. 61 and 62 Broadway (also a Dutch Colonial Revival) were the first two buildings
constructed along the street and by 1929, much of the street was developed. Today, 61 Broadway
maintains much of its integrity as does the surrounding area lending to a strong historic context.

Staff Recommendation: Staff has reviewed the proposed design, and generally approve,
however they would recommend the consideration of a gambrel roof design instead of a
gable and/or the incorporation of a more significant front porch to mimic design elements of
the existing historic house.

19. 42 Palmer Road
Waiver of Demolition Delay

View Original Application Here

View Application Here

Description: This is a 1940 Colonial Revival style house built by developer Walter Greymont and
designed by architect H.E. Croker. The two-story house features a side-gabled roof with two brick
chimneys. There is an attached garage on the left side of the house, and a one-story bump out on the
right side, both of which are original to the house. This property is inventoried on MACRIS as part of
the Waban Village historic area, and the surrounding neighborhood retains a sense of historic context
with mostly original homes remaining on the street, the majority of which are similar Colonial Revival
style houses.

Staff Recommendation: The Preservation Planners generally approve of the proposed design. The
design does well with making the garage secondary to the main mass of the house. Preservation
Planners do question the number of roof lines, but defer to the commission.

Administrative ltems

1. Approval of Minutes


https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/894315
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/908249
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/895798
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/909873

2. Adjournment

The location of this meeting is accessible, and reasonable accommodation will be provided to
persons with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation,
please contact the city of Newton’s ADA Coordinator at least two business days in advance of the
meeting: ADACoordinator@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-
796-1089. For the Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711.



mailto:ADACoordinator@newtonma.gov

