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Conservation Commission
AGENDA
February 26, 2026

Location: Zoom. This meeting will be a virtual meeting.
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/85382322666
OR
+13017158592,,85382322666#

Time: 7:00 pm

NOTE: The Chair may take items out of order and may limit discussion

NOTE: Packets and full applications are available on the Commission’s website.

WETLANDS DECISIONS

1) 1000 Commonwealth Ave. — Request for Determination of Applicability — relocate native
fish from Bullough’s Pond to City Hall Ponds (estimated start 7:00, estimated duration: 20
minutes)

Owner/Applicant: City of Newton, Parks and Recreation

Request: Issue a negative 2 and a negative 6 Determination

Proposed project summary: Translocate native fish from Bullough’s Pond to City Hall Ponds
to restore populations following the 2024 dredging.

Documents in packets: Map of Bullough’s and City Hall Ponds

Additional documents presented at the meeting: Site photos

Jurisdiction: Buffer Zone
Staff Notes:

e The goal is to expedite the recovery of the three Newton City Hall ponds with
appropriate native fish, to correct the negative impact of the 2024 de-watering for
sediment removal which left the ponds ecologically unbalanced and unhealthy.
Recent fish surveys found only pumpkinseed sunfish, and in very low abundance.

Reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons with disabilities requiring assistance. If you need a
reasonable accommodation, please contact the city of Newton’s ADA/Sec. 504 Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least
two business days in advance of the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. For Telecommunications
Relay Service, please dial 711 or call City Hall’s TTY/TDD line at 617-796-1089.
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2)

Fish provide forage for mammals, birds, reptiles, and amphibians; they help keep
insect populations in check by eating larvae and adults; and they help disperse
mussels which aid in filtering water. Without fish, an aquatic ecosystem is
incomplete, unbalanced, and unhealthy.

MassWildlife provided Permit #: 823.26LP: “Bob Mallard and his duly authorized
subpermittee(s) are hereby authorized, in accordance with the provisions of Section
4, Chapter 131 of the Massachusetts General Laws, and 321 Code of Massachusetts
Regulations, part 2.15 to collect, transport and relocate native fish species to the City
Hall ponds in Newton, Massachusetts, from Bullough's Pond in Newton,
Massachusetts.

The following native fish species will be targeted: Pumpkinseed, Golden Shiner,
Yellow Perch, White Sucker, Brown Bullhead, Tesselated Darter, Swamp Darter,
Banded Sunfish, Creek Chubsucker, Blacknose Dace, Longnose Dace, Redfin Pickerel,
and American Eel.

The following methods of taking have been authorized: minnow traps, seine nets,
and cast nets to buckets to aerated coolers, with immediate assessment of species
and health, and immediate relocation for lowest stress to the fish. To avoid any
damage to soils and wetlands at all ponds, cars will be parked on pavement only, as
much as possible, workers will walk on established footpaths and use the bridges as
sites for fish dispersal, they will not enter the water at City Hall or Bullough’s ponds,
and there will be no impact to the ponds or banks. All work will be undertaken or
overseen by staff of Native Fish Coalition (NFC) and MassWildlife. Community
volunteers will be supervised.

The work will be done in Spring 2026, when the flows have stabilized and salinity
and dissolved oxygen levels are appropriate, and before the waters have warmed up.
Water testing will start in early April, and the project will most likely be done in late
April or early May, taking one day or possibly going into a second day. There will be
no need for ongoing monitoring.

Activities will be limited to hand work from stable shorelines. There should be no
alteration of vegetation or sediment. Activity will be confined to 1 or 2 days.

Staff fully support the carefully planned project that will have no discernable impact
on the wetland resource areas and that is supported by MassWildlife.

Staff Recommendations: Vote to issue a negative 2 (the work will not alter) and a negative 6

(the City’s Floodplain Ordinances do not apply) Determination.

115 Albemarle Road — Notice of Intent — renovation of existing single-family home and
driveway (to accommodate an Accessory Dwelling Unit outside of Commission
jurisdiction) -- DEP file # 239-1010 (estimated start 7:20, estimated duration: 20 minutes)

Owner/Applicant: Michael and Jeanette Leone

Request: Issue an Order of Conditions approving the work
Proposed project summary: Renovation of existing single-family home and driveway. ADU is

being built outside of Con Com jurisdiction.

Documents in packets: Site plan
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Additional documents presented at the meeting: Site photos

Jurisdiction: Buffer Zone
Staff Notes:

Within Commission jurisdiction, the proposed project consists of:

o Partial demolition of the existing single-family house; removal of the garage,
paved driveway and associated retaining walls; removal of the existing
concrete front and side walkways; removal of the rear concrete patio; and
removal of 2 trees (40” dbh total); and

o Subsequent renovation of the house within the same footprint with a new
foundation wall at existing garage aperture; construction of a new driveway
to service both units; planting of 13 saplings.

Outside the Commission’s jurisdiction will be the construction of a new Accessory
Dwelling Unit (ADU) and a garage that will provide parking for the existing house
The proposed project will provide two residential units on a parcel that currently
provides a single residential unit.

Wetland performance standards.

o 8 sf of Federal Floodplain may be temporarily altered during the installation
of a water line for fire suppression. No fill will be brought in.

o Degraded area within RFA is proposed to be reduced by 35 sf. (so no formal
mitigation is proposed)

o The removal of two large trees (40” dbh total) from RFA is due to be
mitigated by the planting of 13 saplings (37.5” dbh).

o Stormwater (exempt from Commission review) will be managed with onsite
infiltration systems (one in the front yard and one in the back yard).

Staff have sought modifications to the planting plan (to ensure that newly installed
trees are not too close to property lines).

Staff have sought clarifications regarding the lack of parking, patios and walkways
directly servicing the existing house. Staff’s concerns are that parking, patios, and
walkways will be desired, negating the current calculations for degraded area in
Riverfront Area.

Staff Recommendations: If revised plans address the requested modifications (thus creating

a truly workable site plan), vote to close the hearing and issue an Order of Conditions.

3) Nahanton St. — Notice of Intent — Installation of sidewalk along the north of the street
from Wells Ave to Dedham Street -- DEP file # 239-1009 (estimated start 7:40, estimated
duration: 5 minutes)

Owner/Applicant: ) City of Newton, DPW

Request: Open then continue the hearing to March 19, 2026

Proposed project summary: Install approximately 4,900 If of five-foot-wide pedestrian

walkway.

Documents in packets: Project location map

Additional documents presented at the meeting: none
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Jurisdiction: Riverfront Area, Buffer Zone to BVW and Bank

Staff Notes:

Staff provided the applicant team with the following comments.

o

Under the wetland regulations, | believe the project qualifies as a “limited
project ” (10.53 (6)). | recommend that the applicant send a revised narrative
to the Commission and DEP that reflects limited project allowances for
deviation from the strict Riverfront Area performance standards of 10.58(4)
and 10.58(5).

Wetland regulation 10.05(6)(m)6. states that Stormwater Management
Standards shall apply to the maximum extent practicable for “footpaths
bikepaths and other paths for pedestrian and/or nonmotorized vehicle)
access”. Wetland regulation 10.05(6)o. states that “Project proponents
seeking to demonstrate compliance with some or all of the Stormwater
Management Standards to the maximum extent practicable shall
demonstrate that:

1. They have made all reasonable efforts to meet each of the Standards;

2. They have made a complete evaluation of possible stormwater
management measures including environmentally sensitive site
design and low impact development techniques that minimize land
disturbance and impervious surfaces, structural stormwater best
management practices, pollution prevention, erosion and
sedimentation control and proper operation and maintenance of
stormwater best management practices; and

3. If full compliance with the Standards cannot be achieved, they are
implementing the highest practicable level of stormwater
management.”

Additional guidance for maximum extent practicable is given in the
stormwater handbook Vol 2, Ch 3 (see the attached summary of MEP
relevant requirements from Vol 2, Ch 3). The applicant should clearly
document how the ‘MEP standards’ will be met.

Under the City’s stormwater ordinance, the project doesn’t appear to be
exempt. If not exempt, the applicant should indicate how the project meets
the requirements of the City’s stormwater ordinance.

In conjunction with city staff, the applicant should determine and document
whether the City stormwater system can handle the additional runoff from
the ~24,500 sf of new impervious area. To this end, plans should show the
involved stormwater infrastructure and, ideally, notes about the condition of
relevant components (such as catch-basins).

In conjunction with city staff, the applicant should determine what
stormwater infrastructure improvements might be appropriately integrated
into this project.

Staff Recommendations: Vote to continue the hearing to March 19, 2026.
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4) 36 Bonnybrook Rd — Request for Minor Plan Change and Partial Certificate of Compliance
— teardown/rebuild of a single-family home -- DEP file # 239-984 (estimated start 7:45,
estimated duration: 20 minutes)

Owner/Applicant: Cindy Stumpo, Leonardi Waban LLC

Representative: John Rockwood, EcoTec, Inc.

Request:

e Approved the as-built changes to the approved planting plan as a minor plan change
e [ssue a Partial COC to allow for a Certificate of Occupancy

Proposed project summary: Demolish and rebuild a house outside the buffer zone, grade
within the buffer zone, remove invasives and replant the buffer zone with natives

Documents in packets: Approved plan, approved planting plan, as-built plan

Additional documents presented at the meeting: none
Jurisdiction: Buffer Zone to BVW
Staff Notes:

e Demolition and site grading began prior to the pre-construction site visit.

e At the “pre-construction” site visit staff approved the installed erosion controls (one
interior, and one closer to the property line). The interior line was, apparently, later
removed without review or approval.

e The applicant never requested a plan change prior to making modifications on-site.

e Staff have not made a site visit in relation to this request because of the snow
conditions.

e According to the as-built plan, the approved planting area has been significantly
diminished.

o The as-built plan doesn’t show the 15 shrubs.

o Aerial extent of the replanted area is less than half what was approved, lawn
has replaced the other half. (Approved ~7,070 sf. Shown on as-built ~3475 sf)

o The trees (and shrubs?) are far from the “edge of lawn”, further reducing the
effective size of the replanted area.

o The trees (and shrubs?) are not well distributed across the planted area and
do not reflect a natural layout.

o Canopy trees are all installed along the property lines.

o Canopy trees are planted far too close together for long term health (some
appear to be 4-5" apart and others 7-8" apart.

e Staff would happily support Inspectional Services providing a Certificate of
Occupancy whenever they feel it is appropriate.

e The Commission tends to avoid issuing partial COCs since it could confuse the record.
On behalf of the Commission staff would happily issue a status letter indicating the
obligations under the open Order of Conditions and the results of this discussion.

OTHER DECISIONS

5) Minutes to be approved (estimated start 8:05, estimated duration: 5 minutes)
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Documents in packets: Draft 1/29/2026 minutes.
Vote to approve the 1/29/2026 minutes.

Who will volunteer to approve the 2/26/2026 minutes.
DISCUSSION AND UPDATES

6) Discussion (estimated start 8:10, estimated duration: 10 minutes)
e Permitting for DPW road, water, sewer, and stormwater maintenance.
o Documents in packets: Chart of project types
o Staff Notes: Staff seek Commission input on permitting pathways for DPW
work (Admin. Approval, RDA, O0C).
7) Updates (estimated start 8:20, estimated duration: 5 minutes)
e 528 Boylston Environmental Monitor/Wetland Scientist disclosure
o Documents in packets: Lucas Environmental’s disclosure
o Staff Notes: Due to Lucas Environmental’s work for Bohler Engineering, it was
recommended that they seek input from the State Ethics Commission. Chris
Lucas spoke with the State Ethics Commission, explained his role in this
project with Bohler and Toll, and explained the work he will be engaged in by
the City of Newton Conservation Commission. The Attorney of the Day
indicated that he needed to complete the attached disclosure, have the
ConCom review it, vote to concur with it at a hearing, and keep it on file. Staff
feel Lucas Environmental is a highly qualified, professional business that will
serve the Commission’s interests.
o Staff Recommendations: Vote to approve the disclosure as sufficient.

PUBLIC COMMENT
ADJOURNMENT (estimated time 8:25)
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