Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection

Bureau of Water Resources - Wetlands

WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of

. . T
Applicability unicipally
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, 840
Newton
A. General Information
Important: 1. Applicant:
When filling out
forms on the Bob Mallard
Computer, use First Name
only the tab key
to move your
cursor - do not
use the return
key. . . -
) Native Fish Coalition, PO Box 10
’_I Pownal Maine 04069
IMJ' 207-399-6270
A info@nativefishcoalition.org
2. Property Owner (if different from Applicant):
City of Newton
Last Name
1000 Commonwealth Ave
Newton Massachusett 02459
S
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Phone Number

Email Address (if known)

3. Representative (if any)

First Name

Last Name

Company Name
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Water Resources - Wetlands

WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of

Ap p I |Cab | I |ty Municipality:
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, 840
Newton
Address
City/Town State Zip Code
Phone Number Email Address (if known)

B. Project Description

1. a. Project Location (use maps and plans to identify the location of the area subject to this request):

1000 Commonwealth Ave Newton
How to find
Latitude and Latitude (. 42.337350, Longitude. -71.207432
Longitude

and how to Assessors database 64001 0001 (City

convert to

decimal degrees  Hall) and 24037 0010 (Bullough'’s
Pond)

Assessors’ Lot/Parcel Number

b. Area Description (use additional paper, if necessary):
City Hall Ponds, and Bullough’s Pond

c. Plan and/or Map Reference(s): (use additional paper if necessary)

See attached maps
Date
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https://www.howtogeek.com/689097/how-to-get-latitude-and-longitude-coordinates-from-google-maps/
https://www.howtogeek.com/689097/how-to-get-latitude-and-longitude-coordinates-from-google-maps/
https://www.howtogeek.com/689097/how-to-get-latitude-and-longitude-coordinates-from-google-maps/
https://www.fcc.gov/media/radio/dms-decimal
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Water Resources - Wetlands

WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of

Applicability Municipality
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, 840
Newton
Title Sate

B. Project Description (cont.)

2. a. Activity/Work Description (use additional paper and/or provide plan(s) of Activity, if
necessary):
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Water Resources - Wetlands

WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of
Applicability
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, 840

Municipality:

Newton

wpaforml.doc « rev. 4/10/2023

The project will repopulate the three Newton City Hall ponds with appropriate native fish, to
correct the negative impact of the 2024 de-watering for sediment removal, which resulted in
the fish at City Hall being pumped into Bullough’s Pond. The project will translocate some fish
back from Bullough's Pond to City Hall ponds. This is heeded because fish biodiversity and
biomass dropped notably due to the de-watering project, leaving the ponds unbalanced and
unhealthy from an ecological perspective. Recent fish surveys found only

pumpkinseed sunfish, and in very low abundance. Without human intervention, by the time
the fish population is rebuilt it would likely be just a few years away from the next dredging.

In addition to bolstering the fish population, this effort will also help control the mosquito
population - the mosquitoes are unchecked at this time due to a lack of predators.

MassWildlife has approved and issued a permit for this project - attached.

Only species confirmed to be upstream of Bullough's Pond will be moved to City Hall. The list
of approved fish to move is also found in the MassWildlife approval letter, and includes
pumpkinseed sunfish, golden shiner, yellow perch, white sucker, brown bullhead, tessellated
darter, swamp darter, banded sunfish, creek chubsucker, blackness dace, longnose dace,
redfin pickerel, and American eel.

The work will be done by staff and volunteers from Native Fish Coalition (NFC) and
MassWildlife. They will supervise community volunteers and also work under supervision from
city staff as deemed appropriate.

The work will be done in Spring 2026, when the flows have stabilized and salinity and DO
(dissolved oxygen) levels are appropriate, and before the waters have warmed up. Water
testing will start in early April, and the project will most likely be done in late April or early May,
taking one day or possibly going into a second day. The pre-work will also find the best places
in Bullough’s Pond for fish trapping.

The approved trapping and transport methods have also been specified by MassWildlife:
buckets to aerated coolers, with immediate assessment of species and health, and immediate
relocation for lowest stress to the fish.

The attached map of the City Hall ponds shows where the fish would be released and where
the cars would park for most direct access.

To avoid any damage to soils and wetlands at all ponds, cars will be parked on pavement
only, we will walk on established footpaths as much as possible, we will use the bridges as
sites for fish dispersal as much as possible, we will not enter the water at City Hall or
Bullough’s ponds, and there will be no impact to the banks at any of the ponds.

This project will also help to advise the city’s future de-watering plans. NFC has offered to
help move fish upstream prior to the next work effort.
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Water Resources - Wetlands

WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of
Applicability
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, 840

Municipality:

Newton

b. Identify provisions of the Wetlands Protection Act or regulations which may exempt the
applicant from having to file a Notice of Intent for all or part of the described work (use
additional paper, if necessary).

There will be no removal, filling, dredging, or alteration of any of the pond or pond banks.
To avoid any damage to soils and wetlands at all ponds, cars will be parked on
pavement only, volunteers will walk on established footpaths as much as possible, use
the footbridges as sites for fish dispersal as much as possible, not enter the water at
City Hall, and there will be no impact to the banks at any of the ponds. There will be no
entering of the water bodies at City Hall.

3. a. Ifthis application is a Request for Determination of Scope of Alternatives for work in the
Riverfront Area, indicate the one classification below that best describes the project.

Single family house on a lot recorded on or before 8/1/96
Single family house on a lot recorded after 8/1/96
Expansion of an existing structure on a lot recorded after 8/1/96

Project, other than a single-family house or public project, where the applicant owned the
lot before 8/7/96

New agriculture or aquaculture project
Public project where funds were appropriated prior to 8/7/96

Project on a lot shown on an approved, definitive subdivision plan where there is a recorded
deed restriction limiting total alteration of the Riverfront Area for the entire subdivision

Residential subdivision; institutional, industrial, or commercial project
Municipal project
District, county, state, or federal government project

Project required to evaluate off-site alternatives in more than one municipality in an
Environmental Impact Report under MEPA or in an alternatives analysis pursuant to an
application for a 404 permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or 401 Water Quality
Certification from the Department of Environmental Protection.

b. Provide evidence (e.g., record of date subdivision lot was recorded) supporting the
classification above (use additional paper and/or attach appropriate documents, if necessary.)
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Water Resources - Wetlands

WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of
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. . Municipality:
Applicability pally
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, 840
Newton
City of Newton MA Assessors database: City Hall 1000 Commonwealth Ave 02459 - ID 64001 0001
City of Newton MA Assessors database Bullough’s Pond, City of Newton Owner, ID 24037 0010
C. Determinations
1. 1 make the following determination(s). Check any that
réqueés  Newton Conservation apply:
t the
Commission

a. whether the area depicted on plan(s) and/or map(s) referenced above is an area

subject to jurisdiction of the Wetlands Protection Act.

b. whether the boundaries of resource area(s) depicted on plan(s) and/or map(s)

referenced above are accurately delineated.

—> c. whether the Activities depicted on plan(s) referenced above is subject to the

Wetlands Protection Act and its regulations.

—>d. whether the area and/or Activities depicted on plan(s) referenced above is
subject to the jurisdiction of any municipal wetlands’ ordinance or bylaw of:

Name of Municipality. Newton MA

e. whether the following scope of alternatives is adequate for Activities in the

Riverfront Area as depicted on referenced plan(s).

D. Signatures and Submittal Requirements

| hereby certify under the penalties of perjury that the foregoing Request for Determination of
Applicability and accompanying plans, documents, and supporting data are true and complete to the

best of my knowledge.
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Water Resources - Wetlands

WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of
Applicability
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40

Municipality:

Newton

I further certify that the property owner, if different from the applicant, and the appropriate DEP Regional
Office were sent a complete copy of this Request (including all appropriate documentation)
simultaneously with the submittal of this Request to the Conservation Commission.

Failure by the applicant to send copies in a timely manner may result in dismissal of the Request for
Determination of Applicability.

Signatures:

| also understand that notification of this Request will be placed in a local newspaper at my expense

in accordance with tion 10.05(3j(b)(1) of the Wetlands Protection Act regujations.
Bob Mallard y ! Date

Signature of Representative (if any) Date
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