
 
The location of this meeting is accessible, and reasonable accommodation will be provided to persons with 
disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the city of 
Newton’s ADA Coordinator at least two business days in advance of the meeting: 
ADACoordinator@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the 
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711.  

  
Finance Committee Agenda 

 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

 

Monday, February 9, 2026 
 

7:00 PM 
Room 211 
  
The Finance Committee will hold this meeting as a hybrid meeting on Monday, 
February 9, 2026 at 7:00 PM that the public may access in-person or virtually via 
Zoom. To view this meeting using Zoom use this link: https://newtonma-
gov.zoom.us/j/83401157614 or call 1-646-558-8656 and use the following Meeting ID:  
834 0775 7614. 

 
You may also:  

1. Watch a live broadcast of the meeting on NewTV’s government channel (Comcast 
9, RCN 13, 614 (HD), Verizon 33). 

2. View a live stream on NewTV’s YouTube channel at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQvNeCJkA3PftuLLvfAh3cQ 

 
 
Items Scheduled for Discussion: 
 
#73-26  CPC recommendation to appropriate $34,626 for bike parking at parks and high 

schools 
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE recommending the appropriation of thirty-
four thousand six hundred twenty-six dollars ($34,626) in Community Preservation Act 
funding from Acct# 5800-3599, CPA Unrestricted Fund Balance, for the installation of 
bike parking at various park locations citywide and at both high schools. 
 

#67-26  Appropriation of $43,800.68 to Newton Public Schools 
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend forty-three 
thousand eight hundred dollars and sixty-eight cents ($43,800.68) from Acct# 0001-
3240, June 30, 2025 Certified Free Cash, to Newton Public Schools Acct# 01C30109-
579500, School Sustainability Initiatives, for Helpsy textile collection and recycling  

 

mailto:ADACoordinator@newtonma.gov
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/83401157614
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/83401157614
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQvNeCJkA3PftuLLvfAh3cQ
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#68-26  Appropriation of $17,600 to Newton Public Schools 
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate seventeen thousand six 
hundred dollars ($17,600) from Acct# 0001-3240, June 30, 2025 Certified Free Cash, to 
Newton Public Schools Acct# 01C30106-538301, Foster Care Transportation, for 
disadvantaged student transportation. 

 
Referred to Programs and Services & Finance Committee 

#66-26 Transfer of $82,000 to provide funding for Arts and Culture Director 
HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer sixty-six thousand dollars 
($66,000) from Acct# 0160251-511001, Parks and Recreation Full-Time Salaries, and 
sixteen thousand dollars ($16,000) from Acct# 0160251-57HLTH, Parks and Recreation 
Health Insurance, to Acct# 0160480-511001, Arts and Culture Full-Time Salaries and 
Acct# 0160480-57HLTH, Arts and Culture Health Insurance, respectively to provide 
funding for Arts and Culture Director Meryl Kessler through Fiscal Year 2026. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rebecca Walker Grossman, Chair of Finance Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CITY COUNCIL # _____________ 

CITY OF NEWTON 

DOCKET REQUEST FORM 

DEADLINE NOTICE:  Council Rules require items to be docketed with the Clerk of the Council NO 
LATER THAN 7:45 P.M. ON THE MONDAY PRIOR TO A FULL COUNCIL MEETING.  

To:  Clerk of the City Council Date:  January 30, 2026 

From (Docketer):  Mollie Hutchings, Community Preservation Program Manager  

Address:  Planning Department, Newton City Hall, 1000 Commonwealth Avenue    Newton MA 02459 

Phone:  617-796-1147  E-mail:  mhutchings@newtonma.gov 

Additional sponsors:  Community Preservation Committee 

1. Please docket the following item (it will be edited for length if necessary):

2. The purpose and intended outcome of this item is:

  Fact-finding & discussion   Ordinance change 
  Appropriation, transfer,   Resolution 
  Expenditure, or bond authorization   License or renewal 
  Special permit, site plan approval,   Appointment confirmation 
  Zone change (public hearing required)   Other:     

3. I recommend that this item be assigned to the following committees:

  Programs & Services   Finance   Real Property 
  Zoning & Planning   Public Safety   Special Committee 
  Public Facilities   Land Use   No Opinion 

4. This item should be taken up in committee:

  Immediately (Emergency only, please).  Please state nature of emergency:  

  As soon as possible, preferably within a month 
  In due course, at discretion of Committee Chair 
  When certain materials are made available, as noted in 7 & 8 on reverse 
  Following public hearing 

PLEASE FILL OUT BOTH SIDES 

Recommendation from the CPC that the City Council authorize that $34,626 in Community 
Preservation Act funding be appropriated from the Unrestricted Prior Year Funds (5800-3599) for 
the installation of bike parking at various park locations citywide, and at both high schools. 

#73-26



5. I estimate that consideration of this item will require approximately:  
 

  One half hour or less   Up to one hour 
  More than one hour   An entire meeting 
  More than one meeting   Extended deliberation by subcommittee 

 
6. The following people should be notified and asked to attend deliberations on this item.  (Please check 

those with whom you have already discussed the issue, especially relevant Department Heads): 
 

City personnel  Citizens (include telephone numbers/email please) 
 

  Jenn Martin     Buzz Dunker, CPC Chair (thedunkers@gmail.com)  
 

  Katie Whewell       
 

  Mollie Hutchings            
 

                  
 

                  
 

7. The following background materials and/or drafts should be obtained or prepared by the Clerk’s office 
prior to scheduling this item for discussion: 

 
8. I  have or  intend to provide additional materials and/or undertake the following research 

independently prior to scheduling the item for discussion. *  

 
(*Note to docketer:  Please provide any additional materials beyond the foregoing to the Clerk’s office by 2 
p.m. on Friday before the upcoming Committee meeting when the item is scheduled to be discussed so that 
Councilors have a chance to review all relevant materials before a scheduled discussion.) 
 

Please check the following: 
 

9.   I would like to discuss this item with the Chairman before any decision is made on how and when to 
proceed. 

 
10.   I would like the Clerk’s office to contact me to confirm that this item has been docketed.  My 

daytime phone number is: 
 
11.   I would like the Clerk’s office to notify me when the Chairman has scheduled the item for 

discussion. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
Mollie Hutchings  
Signature of person docketing the item  
 
[Please retain a copy for your own records] 

      

CPC Funding Recommendation memo (intend) 
CPC Proposal (have attached) 
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Last updated October 2020. 

Please submit this completed file directly – do not convert to PDF or other formats. 
For full instructions, see www.newtonma.gov/cpa or contact: 

Mollie Hutchings, Community Preservation Program Manager 
City of Newton Planning & Development Department, 1000 Commonwealth Ave., Newton, MA 02459 

mhutchings@newtonma.gov  617.796.1147 

You may adjust the space for each question, but the combined answers to all questions on this page must fit on this page. 

Project 
TITLE Bike Parking 

Project 
LOCATION 

 18 parks throughout Newton, Newton City Hall, grass areas at Newton North and Newton South High Schools 

Project 
CONTACTS Name & title or organization Email Phone Mailing address 

Project 
Manager 

Jenn Martin 
Director of Transportation Planning 

jmartin@newtonma.gov 617-796-
1481 

Newton City 
Hall, 1000 
Comm Ave, 
Newton, MA 
02459 

Other 
Contacts 

Nicole Freedman 
Transportation Coordinator 

nfreedman@newtonma.gov Same same 

Project 
FUNDING 

A. CPA funds requested: 

$34,626 
B. Other funds to be used: 

$138,505.95 
C. Total project cost (A+B): 

$173,131.95 

Project 
SUMMARY 

Explain how the project will use the requested CPA funds. You may provide more detail in attachments, but your 
PROJECT SUMMARY MUST FIT IN THE SPACE BELOW. Use a cover letter for general information about the 
sponsoring organization’s accomplishments. 

     The City of Newton, Planning & Development Department, in partnership with Parks, Recreation and Culture and 
the Department of Public Works respectfully request $34,626 to purchase and install 67 bike racks and 2 bike shelters 
at 18 parks, 2 high schools, and Newton City Hall. Bike parking at the high schools will be primarily located near the 
fields and will be open to the public at all times. This request covers 20% of the total project cost, and serves as the 
required the local match for the Boston MPO Community Connections grant which will fund the remaining 80%.  
     This project is the third phase of a three-part bike parking initiative. Between 2019-2023 the City under the 
supervision of project manager Nicole Freedman successfully installed bike racks at village centers and schools. This 
phase will install bike parking at public parks and conservation areas and add more racks at the high schools, where 
bike parking is at capacity. The Parks, Recreation and Culture Department and Planning Department assessed all city 
parks and conservation areas to identify locations lacking adequate bike parking. 
     Locations include: 1. Albemarle Field 2. Burr Elementary School Fields 3. Cabot Park 4. Cold Springs Park 5. 
Coletti Magni Park 6. Cronin’s Cove/Crystal Lake 7. Edmands Park 8. Forte Park 9. Nahanton Park 10. Newton Centre 
Greene 11. Norumbega Park 12. Walker Park 13. Auburndale Park 14. Dolan Pond 15. Houghton Gardens 16. Spears 
Park 17. Upper Falls Riverwalk 18. Webster Woods 19. Newton North High School 20. Newton South High School 21. 
Newton City Hall. The City may adjust locations and quantity based on actual project costs. Estimates are from 2024 
and based on information that was available at the time.  
 
 

Newton, Massachusetts Community Preservation Program 
FUNDING REQUEST 

 

  PRE-PROPOSAL X PROPOSAL 

City of Newton 

 
Ruthanne Fuller 

Mayor 

 

 

(For staff use) 
date  rec’d: 
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Project Title Bike Parking 

Proposed 
Funding 

Category: 
Recreation 

    
Proposed 

Recreation 
Funding will be 

used to: 

Acquire Purchase and install bike parking  

Create  

Preserve  

Rehabilitate/ 
Restore  

Community  
Needs 

From each of at least 2 plans linked to the Guidelines & Forms page of www.newtonma.gov/cpa, provide a 
brief quote with plan title, year, and page number, showing how this project meets previously recognized 
community needs. You may also list other community benefits not mentioned in any plan. 

 
The need for bike parking at the specific locations has been established through multiple sources.  

• Newton Parks, Recreation & Culture Department (Parks) Survey – The Parks Department assessed all 
city parks and conservation areas to identify those lacking sufficient parking. 

• Community Requests - The City has received and is responding to bike parking requests from the 
following community groups:   

• Friends of Cold Springs Park  
• Friends of Albemarle  
• Bike Newton  
• Transportation Advisory Group 

• Public Meetings – Bike parking needs have been raised during meetings for the following projects: 
• Albemarle Field Reconstruction 
• Commonwealth Avenue Carriageway 
• Pettee Square Redesign 
• Newton Street Design Guide 

• Direct Requests – The City received nearly a dozen specific request from City Councilors and 
residents to inform these site selections. 
 

 

COMMUNITY 
CONTACTS 

List at least 3 Newton residents or organizations willing and able to comment on the project and its manager’s 
qualifications. No more than 1 should be a supervisor, employee or current work colleague of the project 
manager or sponsor. Consult staff on the community contacts required for your specific proposal.  

Name & title or organization Email Phone Mailing address 

Mayor Ruthanne Fuller rfuller@newtonma.gov 617-796-1000 same 

Alan Nogee 
Friends of Cold Springs Park 

alannogee@yahoo.com  (617) 821-
1265 

 

Cedar Pruitt 
Friends of Albemarle 

cpruitt@gmail.com (617) 515-
0111 
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You may adjust the space for each question, but the combined answers to all questions on this page must fit on this page.  
Full proposals must include separate, detailed budgets in addition to this page. 

Project TITLE Bike Parking 
SUMMARY CAPITAL/DEVELOPMENT BUDGET 

Uses of Funds 
Equipment purchase $42,031.95 

Installation $131,100 

  

  

D. TOTAL USES (should equal C. on page 1 and E. below) 
 

Sources of Funds 
Status 

(requested, expected, 
confirmed) 

 

MassDOT Community Connections Grant Awarded $138,505.95 

CPA Funding Requesting $34,626 

   

   

E. TOTAL SOURCES (should equal C. on page 1 and D. above) $173,131.95 
SUMMARY ANNUAL OPERATIONS & MAINTENANCE BUDGET (cannot use CPA funds) 

Uses of Funds 
Department of Public Works inhouse 

  

  

  

F. TOTAL ANNUAL COST (should equal G. below) inhouse 
Sources of Funds 

  

  

G. TOTAL ANNUAL FUNDING (should equal F. above) inhouse 
Project TIMELINE Phase or Task Season & Year 

Purchase rack – Most racks have a 16 week lead time. The Community Connections funding 
becomes available October 2025. 

October 2025 

Install Racks – We will install as many as possible in Spring 2026. Spring 2026 

Final installations – Depending on lead time of racks, some installations may take into 
Summer 2026. 

Summer 2026 
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Project TITLE Bike Parking 

                                           Check off submitted attachments here. 

REQUIRED. 
X PHOTOS of existing site or resource conditions (2-3 photos may be enough) 
X MAP of site in relation to nearest major roads (omit if project has no site) 

Pre-proposals:  
separate 

attachments not 
required, just use 

page 3 of form.  
 

Full proposals: 
separate, 

detailed budget 
attachments 
REQUIRED. 

PROJECT FINANCES printed and as computer spreadsheets, with both uses & sources of funds 

 
Development budget: include total cost, hard vs. soft costs and contingencies, and project 
management – amount and cost of time from contractors or staff (in-kind contributions by 
existing staff must also be costed) 

  

 Non-CPA funding: commitment letters, letters of inquiry to other funders, fundraising plans, 
etc., including both cash and est. dollar value of in-kind contributions 

 Purchasing of goods & services: briefly summarize sponsor’s understanding of applicable 
state statutes and City policies 

REQUIRED  
for all full 
proposals. 

SPONSOR FINANCES & QUALIFICATIONS, INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT 

 Operating/maintenance budget, projected separately for each of the next 10 years 
(CPA funds may not be used for operations or maintenance) 

 For project manager: relevant training & track record of managing similar projects 
DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 

 Professional design & cost estimates: include site plans, landscape plans, etc. 
 Materials & finishes: highlight “green” or sustainable features & materials 

 

 

Permitting and Approvals:  incl. parking waivers, demolition permits, special or 
comprehensive permits, Council on Disability approval, Conservation Commission approval, 
etc.  If planning to apply for future, please include estimated permitting schedule in project 
timeline. 

OPTIONAL for 
all proposals.  LETTERS of SUPPORT from Newton residents, organizations, or businesses 
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Bike Parking Site Map

Newton CPA 2025 Request
Bike Parking Proposal

Rack Styles
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Preserving the Past    Planning for the Future  

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

MEMORANDUM 
TO:  Mollie Hutchings, Community Preservation Program Manager  
 
FROM:  Jenn Martin, Director of Transportation Planning  
 Nicole Freedman, Transportation Coordinator  
 
DATE:  June 6, 2025  
 
RE:  Community Connections Grant Program and Boston MPO Draft TIP  
 
CC:  Barney Heath, Director of Planning and Development  
 

 
Newton applied to the Boston Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for a Community 
Connections program grant in December 2024. The $473,132 project includes:  
 

• 67 bike racks at 18 parks, 2 high schools and Newton City Hall.  
• 2 bike shelters at Newton’s high schools.  
• 12 Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFB)s at high-priority road crossings.  

 
This project was included in the Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) scenario that the MPO 
voted to endorse at their June 5, 2025 meeting. The TIP will take effect on October 1, 2025.  

Ruthanne Fuller 
Mayor 

 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 
Department of Planning and Development 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459 

 

 

 

Telephone 
(617) 796-1120 

Telefax 
(617) 796-1142 

TDD/TTY 
(617) 796-1089 

www.newtonma.gov  
 

Barney Heath 
Director 
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138505.95 Match 34,626.39$   
 $            42,031.95  $                  131,100.000  $           173,132 

Location Address Lat/Long Item Qty Equip Cost Install Cost Total Cost Type School Public Building Transit Park/Open 
Space

Safe Harbor 
Eligible 

Affordable 
Housing

Village Center Dense Housing EJ/SJ Total Crashes Non motorist 
crashes

Other area of 
interest

Upper Falls 
Riverwalk

32 Williams St, Newton, 
MA 02464

42.30700106789
594, -
71.21959747418
065

Bike Rack 1 200 2000 2200 Park/Con
servation 
Area

Village Falls, 181 
Oak

VCOD - higher 
density housing

EJ 
Neighborhood - 
Minority

Walker Park 999 Washington St, 
Newton, MA 02460

42.35090768790
554, -
71.21393066304
857

Bike Rack 1 200 2000 2200 Park MBTA (Newtonville 
Commuter Rail), 
MBTA Bus 
Washinogton @ 
Cross, 553/554

VCOD - higher 
density housing

$2M protected 
bike lane pilot

Albemarle Field 250 Albemarle Rd, 
Newton, MA 02460

42.35810538857
824, -
71.21529782151
632

Bike Rack 5 1000 3500 4500 Park FA Day Middlle 
Schoo, Newton 
Early Childhood 
Center, 
Fessenden 
School

Town Pool MBTA Bus Stop 
(Crafts Street stops, 
556)

133 Edinboro St

Forte Park 235 California St, 
Newton, MA 02458

42.36660618629
9045, -
71.19703064423
067

Bike Rack 1 200 2000 2200 Park 250 California EJ 
Neighborhood - 
Income

Charles River 
Bike Path

Coletti Magni Park 386-392 Watertown St, 
Newton, MA 02458

42.36062649836
261, -
71.20216638028
342

Bike Rack 3 600 3000 3600 Park MBTA Bus Stop 
(Watertown @ 
Adams, 59)

Adams St - 150 
Adams

Nonantum

Cabot Park 101 East Side Pkwy, 
Newton, MA 02458

42.35047267208
13, -
71.19729199094
888

Bike Rack 2 400 2700 3100 Park Cabot 
Elementary 
School

Carter Street 
Housing

Newton Centre 
Greene

1221 Centre St, Newton 
Centre, MA 02459

42.33087846780
205, -
71.19445655041
656

Bike Rack 2 400 2700 3100 Park MBTA Bus Centre @ 
Langley, 52, MBTA 
Green Line (Newton 
Centre)

Casselman 
House

Newton Centre

Nahanton Park 455 Nahanton St, 
Newton, MA 02459

42.30106032750
37, -
71.20772503461
698

Bike Rack 2 400 2700 3100 Park Nahanton 
boathouse

Charles River 
paths

Coleman House Canoe rental, 
Jewish 
Community 
Center

Webster Woods 8RG9+8P Newton, 
Massachusetts

42.32615209280
18, -
71.18071540332
708

Bike Rack 6 1200 3500 4700 Park/Con
servation 
Area

Houghton 
Village

Newton City Hall 1000 Commonwealth 
Ave, Newton Centre, MA 
02459

42.33758032581
962, -
71.20888368061
23

Bike Rack 2 400 2700 3100 Building City Hall Newton Food 
Pantry

Burr Elementary 
School Fields

171 Pine St, Auburndale, 
MA 02466

42.35252971301
151, -
71.24192594517
808

Bike Rack 6 1200 3500 4700 Park Burr Elementary 
School

MBTA Bus Stop 
(Lexington@ Orris, 
505/558)

Proximate

Newton Community Connections Grant Application 12/31/24
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138505.95 Match 34,626.39$   
 $            42,031.95  $                  131,100.000  $           173,132 

Location Address Lat/Long Item Qty Equip Cost Install Cost Total Cost Type School Public Building Transit Park/Open 
Space

Safe Harbor 
Eligible 

Affordable 
Housing

Village Center Dense Housing EJ/SJ Total Crashes Non motorist 
crashes

Other area of 
interest

Proximate

Newton Community Connections Grant Application 12/31/24

Cold Springs Park 1094 Beacon St, Newton, 
MA 02461

42.32851600539
458, -
71.21305641290
421

Bike Rack 2 400 2700 3100 Park Zervas 
Elementary 
School

MBTA Bus Stop 
(Walnut@ Beacon, 
59)

Farmer’s Market

Cronin’s 
Cove/Crystal Lake

2-90 Lake Ave, Newton, 
MA 02459

42.32979547094
746, -
71.19985595041
969

Bike Rack 2 400 2700 3100 Park Crystal Lake 
Bathouse

Town swimming 
lake

Edmands Park 147 Blake St, Newton, 
MA 02460

42.34334364004
14, -
71.19721997469
597

Bike Rack 2 400 2700 3100 Park Newton  
Country Day 
School, BC 
College of Law

Norumbega Park 2285 Commonwealth 
Ave, Auburndale, MA 
02466

42.34830741235
945, -
71.25670471046
541

Bike Rack 2 400 2700 3100 Park

Auburndale Park 104 W Pine St, 
Auburndale, MA 02466

42.35347351318
216, -
71.25103614093
588

Bike Rack 1 200 2000 2200 Park/Con
servation 
Area

Dolan Pond 9Q28+H27 Newton, 
Massachusetts

42.35157937833
49, -
71.23496099327
394

Bike Rack 3 600 3000 3600 Park/Con
servation 
Area

Houghton Gardens 210 Suffolk Rd, Chestnut 
Hill, MA 02467

42.32963923597
989, -
71.17454039427
189

Bike Rack 1 200 2000 2200 Park/Con
servation 
Area

Spears Park 475a Washington St, 
Newton, MA 02458

42.35585836490
953, -
71.19297360525
468

Bike Rack 3 600 3000 3600 Park/Con
servation 
Area

MBTA Bus Stop 
(Washington @ 
Jewett, 553/ 554/ 
556/558)

Newton Corner Community 
Garden, Jackson 
Homestead 
Museum

Newton North 
High School

457 Walnut St, Newton, 
MA 02460

42.34543231227
293, -
71.20757180525
911

Bike Rack 10 2000 5000 7000 School

Newton South 
High School

140 Brandeis Rd, 
Newton, MA 02459

42.31402715510
2295, -
71.18618007206
743

Bike Rack 10 2000 5000 7000 School

Newton North 
High School

457 Walnut St, Newton, 
MA 02460

42.34543231227
293, -
71.20757180525
911

Bike Shelter 1 13500 35000 48500 School

Newton South 
High School

140 Brandeis Rd, 
Newton, MA 02459

42.31402715510
2295, -
71.18618007206
743

Bike Shelter 1 13500 35000 48500 School
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138505.95 Match 34,626.39$   
 $            42,031.95  $                  131,100.000  $           173,132 

Location Address Lat/Long Item Qty Equip Cost Install Cost Total Cost Type School Public Building Transit Park/Open 
Space

Safe Harbor 
Eligible 

Affordable 
Housing

Village Center Dense Housing EJ/SJ Total Crashes Non motorist 
crashes

Other area of 
interest

Proximate

Newton Community Connections Grant Application 12/31/24

Newton North 
High School

457 Walnut St, Newton, 
MA 02460

42.34543231227
293, -
71.20757180525
911

Bike Shelter 
(Repair)

1 1631.95 1631.95 School
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CITY OF NEWTON 

IN CITY COUNCIL 

DRAFT 

ORDERED: 

That, in accordance with the recommendation of the Community Preservation Committee 

through its Chair Byron Dunker and the Finance Committee through its Chair Rebecca Walker 

Grossman, authorization to appropriate the sum of thirty-four thousand six hundred twenty-six 

dollars ($34,626) in Community Preservation Act funding from Acct# 5800-3599, CPA 

Unrestricted Fund Balance, for the installation of bike parking at various park locations citywide 

and at both high schools, be and is hereby approved. 

FROM: CPA Unrestricted Fund Balance 
(5800-3599) ......................................................... $34,626.00 

TO: Bike Parking 
(58D11417-585240)…………………………………………$34,626.00 

Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Approved 
DRAFT 

(SGD) DREW WILLISON (SGD) MARC LAREDO 
City Clerk    Mayor 

Date: _____________ 



1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459 
www.newtonma.gov 

Marc C. Laredo 
Mayor 

 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 
Office of the Mayor 

Telephone 
(617) 796-1100

Fax
(617) 796-1113

TDD/TTY
(617) 796-1089

Email
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January 26, 2026 

Honorable City Council 
Newton City Hall 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton Centre, MA 02459 

Honorable City Councilors:    

I respectfully submit a docket item to your Honorable Council requesting authorization to appropriate and 
expend the sum of $43,800.68 from June 30, 2025 Certified Free Cash to the Newton Public Schools for FY25 
Helpsy textile collection and recycling. 

Helpsy collects unwanted textiles for reuse and recycling.  Since 2022, Helpsy textile collection bins have been 
placed at several school buildings throughout the city.  NPS is paid 11 cents per pound and receives quarterly 
payments for the collected materials.  

Each year, this revenue is a reimbursement that is deposited into the City’s General Fund and then transferred to 
NPS the following year, once it has dropped to Free Cash.  It will be used to support sustainability initiatives 
and Green Team Leaders in the schools. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Mayor Marc C. Laredo 

#67-26



#67-26



#67-26



#67-26



#67-26



#67-26



#67-26 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN CITY COUNCIL 
 

DRAFT 
 

ORDERED: 

 
That, in accordance with the recommendation of the Finance Committee through its Chair 

Rebecca Walker Grossman, authorization to appropriate and expend the sum of forty-three 

thousand eight hundred dollars and sixty-eight cents ($43,800.68) from Acct# 0001-3240, June 

30, 2025 Certified Free Cash, to Newton Public Schools Acct# 01C30109-579500, School 

Sustainability Initiatives, for Helpsy textile collection and recycling, be and is hereby approved. 

 
FROM: Free Cash 

   (0001-3240) ........................................................ .$43,800.68 
 

 TO: School Sustainability Initiatives 
   (01C30109-579500) ........................................... .$43,800.68 
 
   
 
Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Approved 
DRAFT 
 
 
 
(SGD) DREW WILLISON  (SGD) MARC LAREDO 
City Clerk                                  Mayor 
 

 Date: _____________ 
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January 26, 2026 

Honorable City Council 
Newton City Hall 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton Centre, MA 02459 

Honorable City Councilors:    

I respectfully submit a docket item to your Honorable Council requesting authorization to appropriate the sum 
of $17,600 from June 30, 2025 Certified Free Cash to the Newton Public Schools for FY25 disadvantaged 
student transportation. 

The Foster Care Transportation reimbursement is new, starting in FY21. 

Each year, this revenue is a reimbursement that is deposited into the City’s General Fund and then transferred to 
NPS the following year, once it has dropped to Free Cash.  It will be used to directly offset a portion of the cost 
of disadvantaged student transportation. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Mayor Marc C. Laredo 

#68-26



#68-26



#68-26



#68-26



#68-26



#68-26



#68-26 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN CITY COUNCIL 
 

DRAFT 
 

ORDERED: 

 
That, in accordance with the recommendation of the Finance Committee through its 

Chair Rebecca Walker Grossman, authorization to appropriate seventeen thousand six hundred 

dollars ($17,600) from Acct# 0001-3240, June 30, 2025 Certified Free Cash, to Newton Public 

Schools Acct# 01C30106-538301, Foster Care Transportation, for disadvantaged student 

transportation, be and is hereby approved. 

 
FROM: Free Cash 

   (0001-3240) ........................................................ .$17,600.00 
 

 TO: Foster Care Transportation 
   (01C30106-538301) ........................................... .$17,600.00 
 
   
 
Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Approved 
DRAFT 
 
 
 
(SGD) DREW WILLISON  (SGD) MARC LAREDO 
City Clerk                                  Mayor 
 

 Date: _____________ 



1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459 
www.newtonma.gov 

Marc C. Laredo 
Mayor 

 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 
Office of the Mayor 

Telephone 
(617) 796-1100

Fax
(617) 796-1113

TDD/TTY
(617) 796-1089

Email
mayor@newtonma.gov 

 

January 26, 2026 

Honorable City Council 
Newton City Hall 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton Centre, MA 02459 

Honorable City Councilors:    

I respectfully submit a docket item to your Honorable Council requesting authorization to transfer the sum of 
$66,000 from Acct # 0160251-511001, Parks and Recreation Full-Time Salaries and $16,000 from Acct # 
0160251-57HLTH, Parks and Recreation Health Insurance to Acct #’s 0111601-511001, Arts and Culture Full-
Time Salaries and 0111601-57HLTH, Arts and Culture Health Insurance, respectively. 

Docket # 32-26, approved by the City Council on January 20, 2026, established the Department of Arts and 
Culture, while Docket # 25-26 approved the appointment of Meryl Kessler as the Director of the department. 

Approval of this request will now provide the funding for Director Kessler through Fiscal Year 2026. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Mayor Marc C. Laredo 

#66-26



#66-26 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN CITY COUNCIL 
 

DRAFT 
 

ORDERED: 

 
That, in accordance with the recommendation of the Programs and Services Committee 

through its Chair Joshua Krintzman and the Finance Committee through its Chair Rebecca Walker 

Grossman, authorization to transfer the sum of sixty-six thousand dollars ($66,000) from Acct# 

0160251-511001, Parks and Recreation Full-Time Salaries, and sixteen thousand dollars ($16,000) 

from Acct# 0160251-57HLTH, Parks and Recreation Health Insurance, to Acct# 0160480-511001, 

Arts and Culture Full-Time Salaries, and Acct# 0160480-57HLTH, Arts and Culture Health 

Insurance, respectively to provide funding for Arts and Culture Director Meryl Kessler through 

Fiscal Year 2026, be and is hereby approved. 

 
FROM: Parks and Recreation Full Time Salaries 

   (0160251-511001).............................................. .$66,000.00 
 

  Parks and Recreation Health Insurance 
   (0160251-57HLTH) .............................................. $16,000.00 
 

 TO: Arts and Culture Full Time Salaries 
   (0160480-511001).............................................. .$66,000.00 
 
  Arts and Culture Health Insurance 
  (0160480-57HLTH) .............................................. $16,000.00 
 
Under Suspension of Rules 
Readings Waived and Approved 
DRAFT 
 
 

(SGD) DREW WILLISON  (SGD) MARC LAREDO 
City Clerk                                  Mayor 

 Date: _____________ 
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