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Conservation Commission
MINUTES
January 8, 2026
Location: Zoom. This meeting was a virtual meeting.
Meeting opened at: 7:00 pm with Dan Green, Chair, presiding.
Members Present: Susan Lunin, Jeff Zabel, Leigh Gilligan, Bob Jampol, Sean Macamaukx,
and Kathy Cade
Members Absent: none
Staff present: Jennifer Steel, Ellen Menounos

Members of the Public: Not recorded due to the remote nature of meeting

WETLANDS DECISIONS

1) 885 Centre St. — Request for Certificate of Compliance — parking lot and drainage -- DEP file
# 239-29

Owner/Applicant: Patrick O'Hern, Trustees of Boston College

Request: Issue a complete COC

Proposed project summary: 1978 construction of parking lot and drainage.

Documents in packets: Site plan

Additional documents presented at the meeting: Site photos

Jurisdiction: Buffer Zone

Presentation (staff) and Discussion:

e This is closing out a very old permit issued for the construction of the parking lot and
drainage that were just reconstructed under 239-1003.

e The site is now in good condition and the “modern” as-built plans submitted to close
out 239-1003 should suffice.

Vote to issue a complete COC. [Motion: Jampol, Second: Lunin, Roll Call Vote: 7:0:0]

Reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons with disabilities requiring assistance. If you need a
reasonable accommodation, please contact the city of Newton’s ADA/Sec. 504 Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least
two business days in advance of the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. For Telecommunications
Relay Service, please dial 711 or call City Hall’s TTY/TDD line at 617-796-1089.
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2) 885 Centre St. — Request for Certificate of Compliance — reconstructed drainage and slope
stabilization -- DEP file # 239-1003

Owner/Applicant: Patrick O'Hern, Trustees of Boston College

Request: Issue a complete COC

Proposed project summary: 1978 construction of parking lot and drainage.

Documents in packets: Site plan

Additional documents presented at the meeting: Site photos

Jurisdiction: Buffer Zone

Presentation (staff) and Discussion:

This request is for closing out the recent reconstruction of the parking lot,
stormwater drainage system, stream bed, and bank.
The site is now compliant and in very good and stable condition.

o New drainage structures have been installed and have been functioning well,

even during very heavy downpours.

o Vertical curb has been installed to ensure capture of stormwater flow.

o Edmands BRook has been cleaned and reinforced appropriately.

o The steep bank has been regraded, rip-rapped and planted.
The civil and planting as-builts should be properly dated and stamped.
The Order of Conditions has a 2-growing season survival requirement for the newly
installed plants, so the site will be eligible for a COC in the fall of 2027.

Consensus: Await revised as-built plans and the 2-growing season plant survival
requirement.

OTHER DECISIONS

3) Minutes to be approved
Documents in packets: Draft 12/11/2025 minutes.

Vote to approve the 12/11/2025 minutes. [Motion: Gilligan, Second: Lunin, Roll Call Vote:
6:0:1, Green abstaining]

NOT ANTICIPATED 48 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF THE MEETING

4) Letter urging MWRA to establish firm goals for reduction of combined sewage overflows.

Steel discussed a request from the Charles River Watershed Association to write a
letter to the MWRA Board of Directors urging them to develop a better plan for
combined sewage overflows so as to not downgrade the river's water quality.

Steel presented a draft letter urging MWRA and the involved municipalities to
reevaluate their alternatives.

The Commission voted to have Steel send the letter to the MWRA Board of Directors,
with appropriate CCs. [Motion: Lunin, Second: Gilligan, Roll Call Vote: 7:0:0]
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DISCUSSION AND UPDATES

5) Updates

Environmental monitor/wetlands scientist for the 528 Boylston Street project. Staff
received and reviewed three contractor responses for the 528 Boylston Street
Environmental Monitor and Wetland Scientist role (BSC, Lucas Environmental, and Mary
Trudeau). Staff will select one to present to the applicant team. Steel noted that the
applicant cannot appeal the decision but should be comfortable with it.

Countryside School geothermal well drilling surfactant. Steel informed the group that
the drilling company was using a surfactant that caused foaming and had high
ecotoxicity. After emergency meetings, the use of the surfactant was banned, and the
drilling company will only be allowed to use it with explicit permission in the future.

Cold Spring Park Amur cork removal project “preview”. Steel provided an update based
on a recent site walk with the applicants planning to remove Amur cork from Cold Spring
Park. She explained their method would be a combination of hack-and-squirt and leaving
standing deadwood to minimize impact on native trees, and flush-cut-and-paint where
dead trees would be a hazard to users of trails.

Recent Conservation Area improvements were summarized and photos were shared.
o Old Deer Park -- New trail marking posts
o Martin — New stairs from Circuit Ave
o Kesseler Woods — New trailhead on Lagrange Street and new duckboards
o Norumbega — New fence and trailhead on Comm Ave. Education signs are being
planned.

Steel noted current staff efforts to create educational signs for Norumbega Conservation
Area, describing the history of the amusement park and the efforts that resulted in
preservation of open space.

Steel noted current efforts to solicit bids to rebuild the Kennard Conservation Area
boardwalk.

Steel noted recent changes in U.S. Postal Service facilities and processes and the
potential impact on wetlands matters because the date of a postmark may now be 1-3
days after the date someone hands in mail at a local post office.

Steel discussed Richard Primack’s recent study on bee interactions and plant
preferences. Steel suggested a potential presentation at a future stewards gathering.

Steel noted plans for an upcoming Stewards gathering on January 15% and encouraged
Commissioners to RSVP.

Noted the new leadership in the mayor's office and reorganization of the Parks and
Recreation department. She noted the Mayor’s tremendous support for the Planning
Department.

PUBLIC COMMENT — none at this time

ADJOURN at 7:43 [Motion: Zabel, Second: Macamaux, Roll Call Vote: 7:0:0]
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